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Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar recently announced that the National Park Service will offer three fee-free weekends this summer to encourage Americans seeking affordable vacations to visit these national treasures. There are 391 national parks located across the country.





“During these tough economic times, our national parks provide opportunities for affordable vacations for families,” Salazar said at a press conference at Cuyahoga Valley National Park.  “I encourage everyone to visit one of our nation’s crown jewels this summer and especially to take advantage of the three free-admission weekends.”





The 147 National Park Service sites across the country that charge entry fees will waive these fees during the weekends of June 20-21 (Father’s Day Weekend), July 18-19, and August 15-16, 2009. Meanwhile, many park partners including tour operators, hotels, restaurants, gift shops, and other vendors will offer additional discounts and special promotions on those dates.  More information on the fees and discounts can be found at  http://www.nps.gov/findapark/feefreeparks.htm





According to Rebecca Harriett, Park Superintendent, “Harpers Ferry is delighted to participate in this economic outreach opportunity.  We have special activities planned throughout the summer, but I’d like to highlight the programs on July 18-19 and August 15-16, since they are the fee-free weekends.  On July 18-19 the program Under Fire: The Battle of Harpers Ferry includes an artillery demonstration and program on General Stonewall Jackson’s capture of the 12,500 man Union garrison.  Programs are at the Bolivar Heights Battlefield at 12, 2 and 3 p.m.  On August 15-16 A Summer of Fire program focuses on 1864 and the Union occupation of Harpers Ferry.”





For a list of family fun activities at national parks this summer go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/pub_aff/parks2009/index.htm" �http://www.nps.gov/pub_aff/parks2009/index.htm�











Harpers Ferry Park Announces Fee-Free Weekends








National Park Service


U.S. Department of the Interior




















page 2












