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 Almost 40,000 students visited Harpers Ferry National Historical Park during the 2005 – 2006 school years. About one fourth of those students came from throughout the United States as part of the Junior National Young Leaders Conference. This conference is offered by the Congressional Youth Leadership Council (CYLC) and its mission is “to foster and inspire young people to achieve their full leadership potential.”1  





The Education Office, a section of the Interpretation and Cultural Resource Management Division of Harpers Ferry NHP, is devoted to helping meet that goal. Leading students in academic curriculum focusing on John Brown’s Raid and the Civil War, the park’s educational interpreters create an environment where students can develop their own thoughts and opinions on leadership and change during the 1850s and 1860s. The John Brown portion of the program explains the action that took place in Harpers Ferry in 1859 and then gives the students the opportunity to debate the question, “Would you follow John Brown?” During Civil War segment of the program, the students learn about military life, civilian life, and the war effort through hands-on activities and simulation. 





With an average of 260 students attending each session, the education staff relies on the assistance of college undergraduate and graduate school interns and seasonal staff to make this program flourish. These educator rangers, from all over the country, have contributed ideas and teaching techniques to the program. This lesson in leadership is evolving and innovative because of the dedicated students and staff who continue to participate.








1. Congressional Youth Leadership Council. “About CYLC.” (2005-2006), http://www.cylc.org/index_about.cfm 


(accessed October 24, 2006).
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