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America’s Picnic: Celebrating the Glorious Fourth











Harpers Ferry NHP News Release








On Saturday July 4th, Harpers Ferry National Historical Park invites visitors to experience America’s Picnic: Celebrating the Glorious Fourth.  This special event showcases a Harpers Ferry of the past--an 1860 town decked out in patriotic finery to celebrate Independence Day, 


July 4, 1860.  Americans celebrated the nation’s birthday with picnics, band concerts, and patriotic speeches honoring the founding fathers and the glorious republic.  Americans looked back to reflect upon nearly a century of progress on the American experiment. Looking ahead, Americans also wondered whether the country would still be one united nation for next year’s celebration or if civil war would tear that nation apart.   John Brown’s Raid and execution, as well as the coming Presidential election, stirred fervor and pushed questions about the nation’s future to the forefront.





Volunteers and staff in historic costuming will help set the mid-century scene.  Visitors are invited to witness the latest and greatest technology of the 19th century in the Wonders of the Modern World exhibition.  Families can enjoy a special ranger-guided walking tours throughout the day and sit down to enjoy Patriotism, Pride, and a Slice of Early America, an 1860’s hometown band concert with the Wildcat Regiment Band of the 105th Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry. 





For additional information, please call the Information Center at 304-535-6029.











		- - M O R E - - 


Programming schedule:





11:00 Tantalizing Technology & Modern Marvels: Never Before Seen By the American Public!


In this ranger-guided living history presentation, witness the gizmos and gadgets which enticed Americans at mid-century and observe the technologies which would carry the nation through the Civil War and beyond, laying the groundwork for modern society in the process.





12 Noon Patriotism, Pride, and A Slice of Early America 


Discover your July 4th roots with an 1860 hometown band concert featuring the Wildcat Regimental Band, the brass band of the 105th Penn. Volunteers.





1:00pm Celebrating the Glorious Fourth


A ranger-guided living history presentation. From Peace to War, Slavery to Freedom, witness famous Fourths of July from the town’s tumultuous history.





2:00pm Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness


A ranger-guided historic weapons firing demonstration. Join the town’s militia company as they heed the purpose of the Declaration of Independence and prepare to defend a young nation, or attempt the foundation of another.





3:00pm Springing to the Call: Our Home Town Defenders


Visitors, adults and children alike, are invited to join the local militia, the citizen soldiers of the 19th century, in their games of skill. Practice feats of strength on the tug-of-war and the traditional “bucket brigade” in this cool, wet event.





4:00pm Patriotism, Pride, and A Slice of Early America


Discover your July 4th roots with an 1860 hometown band concert featuring the Wildcat Regimental Band, the brass band of the 105th Penn. Volunteers.
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EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA


The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.
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