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On Saturday and Sunday, July 14 and 15, Harpers Ferry National Historical Park invites the public to attend a special living history program, Giving Aid and Comfort: Medical and Relief Work during the Civil War.  Members of the 20th Maine and Frederick Ladies Relief Society living history volunteers, park staff and volunteers will help portray Harpers Ferry’s medical and relief efforts that provided aid and comfort to the thousands of soldiers fighting during the American Civil War.  The outpouring of funds and care was so vast that the relief effort was described as “an artery of the people’s love to the people’s army.” This program will tell the story of both the national and local civilian and military efforts to sustain the Union Army. 





In the autumn of 1864, General Philip Sheridan prepared his army for the Shenandoah Valley Campaign.  Harpers Ferry became a supply depot for food, equipment, ammunition and medical attention for the army in the field.  Commissary, Diet Kitchens, a Soldiers Rest, the US Quartermaster, and Sanitary Commission were included in the vast sustenance needed for that army.  





Special programs and exhibits will be held from 11a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday.  Ranger-guided tours and demonstrations will be offered and include “Giving Aid and Comfort:  Medical and Relief Work during the Civil War;” “Beans Killed More Than Bullets” and “Summer of Fire”, a guided walking tour and weapons firing demonstration.





On Saturday, a special medical workshop will be offered from 2-4 called Lye Soap: The Truth about Lye Soap.  Join the laundresses and make your own soap at Mrs. Stipes Boarding House.  Workshop registration is limited to 10.  Fee:  $5.00 per person covers materials and instruction.  Observers welcome.  Call the living history offices at 304-535-6063 to register.  Pre- registration ends July 13.





For additional information, please call the Information Center at 304-535-6029.
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