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Welcometo Harpers Ferry National Historical Park. Thehistory of HarpersFerry hasfew parallelsinthe 1
Americandrama. Itismorethan oneevent, onedate, or oneindividud. Itismulti-layered, involving adiverse
number of peopleand events, decision and actionsthat influenced the course of our nation’shistory. This

History Search will tell you about some of these people and eventsand take you to placeswhere history happened.
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_ Putonyour thinking cap, engage your brain and pluginto your imagination. Why?Becausethat’swheremost
e of theanswerswill comefrom. Youwill not find them onasign or in an exhibit. Usethe map on the bottom of
thispagetofind locationslisted in thesearch.
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You will besharing the park with other visitorstoday. Museumsand exhibits may be crowded causing youtowait. You
may want to go to another question and comeback! Please be patient and courteous. Put trashintrash barrels. Watch
out for traffic and havefun. Good luck onyour history adventure.
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L ocation: Master Armorer’sHouse- # 1 on themap

1. Explorethismuseum and thenlist the six significant storiesof the park below. Thesestoriescan all betraced back
tothenatura landscape. Theriversand mountains have shaped the human history here. Pick oneof thesix stories
and, in one sentence, explain what makesit significant. Thesix storiesarelisted inthefirst room ontheleft asyou
enter thefront door.

Significant Stories

a.

b.

HarpersFerry, circa 1803

Thestory of issignificant because

L ocation: Master Armorer’sHouse- # 1 on themap

2. Background Information: Robert Harper, thetown’snamesake, wasthefirst prominent settler here. He
arrivedin 1747 with hiswife, Sarah.

Imagineyou are Robert or Sarah Harper, writealetter to afriend discussing your new home.
Hint: Readthedisplayson Natural Heritage, Industry and Transportation to help youwith theletter.

1747
Dear Friend,

Your kind and faithful servant,
Harper




Goto theback room of thismuseum. Look at themural of Harpers Ferry, depicting thetown during its most 3
prosperous period. Find thelargefactory. That isyour next stop.

Sory: Industry Location: Armory Site- #2 on themap

3. Background Info: You are now standing at the sitewhere the United StatesArmory once stood. TheArmory,
established by George Washington, produced thousands of gunsfor our nation’sdefense. Thisfactory atered thetown
dramaticaly.

Question: Think about thethingsthat alargefactory likethiswould bring to atown. What do you think arethe
advantagesand disadvantages? Makealist.

Advantages

a

b.

C.
Disadvantages
a

b.

C.

Would you haveliked to livein Harpers Ferry during thistime of growth, devel opment and change?

Why?

Sory: Industry Location: Armory Site-#2 on themap

4. Background I nfo: President Thomas Jefferson selected Meriwether Lewisto lead an
expedition of thenewly acquired LouisanaTerritory. Thisjourney beganin 1803 and lasted
threeyears. Lewisand hismenwere some of thefirst white men ever to seethisunknown
territory. Beforethisjourney began, Lewisobtained someof hissupplieshereat the United
StatesArmory in HarpersFerry.

Question: What kinds of thingsdo you think hegot herein Harpers Ferry? Makealist of
theseitemsand writethem on the next page.

Meriwether Lewis

= Hint: Think about thetypesof thingsyou would need on along journey. Don’t takethingsyou could find
alongtheway.




Writeyour list 4
a.

b.
C.
d.
L ewissupervisestheloading of supplies.
€. Artwork by K eith Rocco.

Finished? Gotothe Meriwether LewisMuseum acrossthe street and compareyour list to the onein the museum.
Check theonesonyour list that match Lewis' list.

Sory: Industry Location: Industry Museum - #4 on the map

5. Background: Onthewal inthismuseumisapainting of Virginiusand Hall’sldand. Thiswasthelocation of John
Hall'sriflefactory. Hisfactory isindicated by #13 on themural. Hall perfected theideaof interchangeable partsinthe
gunmaking industry. BeforeHall camealong, gunswereall different. You could not take apart of agun and exchange
it for the same part of another gun. Interchangeable parts meansthat each part of the gun can be replaced by an
identical part. Making gunsinterchangeable was accomplished with the help of the machinesthat you seein here.

Question: Check the statement that isnot true about interchangeabl e parts.

A. Interchangeabl e partsmade it easier to make quick repairs on weapons.

B. Interchangeabl e parts hel ped savejobs of the master gunsmithswho had been handcrafting gunsfor decades.
C. Interchangeabl e parts hel ped gun manufacturers savetimeand money.

D. Interchangeable partsare still used today.

Sory: JohnBrown L ocation: John Brown'sFort - #5 on themap

Background information for the next questionson John Brown: In 1859, John Brown, a
white, northern abolitionist, cameto Harpers Ferry to start arevol ution that would free daves.
At that timetherewere4 million davesin the South and 150 in Harpers Ferry. The United
StatesMarines stopped Brown’sinsurrection. Brown did not accomplish hisgoal and was
hanged for hiscrimes. In spite of hisfailure, Brown became ahero to someAmericans.
Thedoorsof thisbuilding were heavily barricaded when John Brown used it ashisfort. The
Marineshad to deviseaplanto get into the building and capture Brown and hismen, and also
freethe hostagesthat Brown had taken.

6. Question: What do you think the marines did? Check the answer you think iscorrect.

John Brown

A. Used their weaponsto bl ast the doors open and then charged inside.

B. Bombarded the building with cannonfire, killing Brownand dl themeninside.

C. Found something to use as abattering ram and used that to break the doors open. Once open, chargedinsideand
captured Brown.



7. Question: Think about thefact that thisisthe building where Brown was captured and hisraid ended. Itis
oneof themost nationally significant buildingsin our country and represents many thingsto different people. Think of
oneword to describewhat thisbuilding might mean to different people.

Answer:

8. Question: Givetwo examplesof different peoplefrom Brown’slifetime (for example, ministers, newspaper editors,
abolitionists, politicians, etc. ) from different partsof the country. Writethe occupation, wherethey arefrom and what
you think their opinionsof Brown might have been. Pick apositive view and anegative one.

ExampleA:

ExampleB:

9. Question: John Brown hated davery so much that hewaswilling to resort to violenceasaway toend it. Think
about something in your world that you would liketo change (for example- pollution, homel essness, war, etc.) and
writedown how you would go about changingiit.

Answer:

Sory: Civil War

Background Infofor Civil War questions. Thetown of
HarpersFerry wasravaged during thefour years of theAmerican
Civil War. Between 1861 and 1865 Harpers Ferry saw
skirmishes, burning, looting, murder, espionage, martia law,
battles, and many other tragedies associated with war.

Thereare severd reasonswhy HarpersFerry played such a
pivotal roleduring theAmerican Civil War. Railroadswere
needed by both armiesfor transporting suppliesand troops.
HarpersFerry sat along both the Baltimore & Ohio and the

' — Winchester/Potomacrail lines. Harpers Ferry wasa so important
Zouavesoldiersin HarpersFerry, 1862 becauseit was part of the outer defenses of Washington D.C.,
the capital of the United States. Itslocation on the northern end
of the Shenandoah Valley also made Harpers Ferry important.
The Shenandoah Valey wasthesite of rich farmlands, which
supplied food for the Confederate Army. Finally, HarpersFerry
wasimportant becauseit sat right on the border of Maryland and
Virginia Maryland wasaUnion state, whileVirginiawas
Confederate.




Story: Civil War  Location: Arsena Square - # 6 on themap 6

10. Background Info: Thearsend buildingsonce stood here. These buildings stored the guns manufactured inthe
armory. At theoutbreak of war, 300 VirginiaState soldierswere on their way hereto capturethegunsstoredinthe
arsend. Guarding thearsena wereforty-five United States soldiersled by Lieutenant Jones.

Question: ImagineyouareLt. Jones. You have only afew hoursto get ready. Whatever you decide, keepin mind
that you have alimited amount of time. Which action below do you think isthebest? Check it.

A. SinceLt. Joneshas accessto so many weapons he should make astand and hope that with his advantage of
firepower, he can defeat the Virginians.

B. Lt. Jonesshould order hismen to bury the weapons, and then come back for them after the Virginianshave | eft.
C. Lt. Jonesshould order hismento blow up the buildings, destroying al theweaponsinside.

D. Lt. Jonesshould redlizethat he hasno chanceto savethe weaponsor get away. Heshould try and sell the
weaponstotheVirginiansso, at least, hewill get something for them.

Sory: CivilWar Location: ThePoint - #7 on themap

Background

I nfor mation for the ' { Cremeaste

next threequestions: ;s‘?&'? PENNSYLVANIA
In September, 1862

Confederate General

Robert E. Leedecided
totake hisarmy across
the Potomac River and
lead theminto the state
of Maryland. Leeknew
that theUnionArmy
would try and stop him.
A battleintheNorth
could decidethe outcome of thewar. Before L eefought : % ;
that crucial battle he had to decide what to do with the = hite T e
14,000 Union soldiersguarding Harpers Ferry. These : *
14,000 men, known asthe* Railroad Brigade” were
assigned theduty of guarding therailroads, whichwere
thesupply linesfor theUnionArmy. Leedecided to
send aportion of hisarmy, led by hismost trusted
officer, Generd Thomas* Stonewall” Jackson, to
capturethetown of Harpers Ferry. What happenedis
known asthe* Battleof 1862 . Onthe next three
questionsyou will seewhat happened to thesetwo
armieswhenthey collided hereat HarpersFerry. Wt 0 _

Brookville
-

Washington
D.C.




Sory: CivilWar L ocation: ThePoint - #7 on themap

11. Background I nfo: In September of 1862 24,000 soldiersof the Confederate Army led by
“Stonewall” Jackson attempted to capture Harpers Ferry. Guarding thetown were 14,000
Union troopsunder the command of Col. Dixon S. Miles.

Question: Imaginethat you are Col. Dixon S. Miles, commander of the Uniontroopshere.
What would you do to make sure Stonewal | does not capture thetown?Wherewould you

| placeyour soldiers?Imaginethat you are Stonewall Jackson. What would you do to make sure
~ | your soldiersare successful in capturing thetown? On the map below put X’ sto represent
where Miles should put hismen and O’sto represent where Jackson should put hismen.

HARPERS FERRY

Hint: Think about the surrounding geography, and how

you could usethat in your favor. Loudoun Heights
1,200 ft.

Camp Hill

Bolivar Heights
500 ft.

School House Ridge
490 ft.

Sory: Civil War Location: ThePoint - #7 on themap

12. Background: After the capture of Harpers Ferry the Confederates had to process and parolethe 12,000
captured Union prisoners. The Confederates al so rounded up the hundredsof “contraband” or runaway daveswho
had madetheir way to Harpers Ferry. The commander of the 60th Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Colonel Trimble, hada
number of free African Americansfrom Ohio working asteamstersand cooksfor hisregiment. Trimblewas concerned
that these free African Americanswoul d be rounded up with therest of the*“ contraband” . He made arrangementswith
the Confederatesto alow theAfrican Americansfrom Ohio to be paroled with therest of hisregiment. However,
when Trimbleand hisregiment wereleaving Harpers Ferry, the Confederate soldiersguarding therailroad bridge
would not alow theAfrican Americanstoleave.



Question: What do you think Col. Trimbledid at thispoint? 8

Hint: Asan officer Col. Trimblewasallowed to keep hisside arms, and theregiment only had afew days
rations. Check theanswer you think iscorrect.

A. Heldthe Confederatesat gun point until they let theAfrican Americansleave, risking hislifeand thelivesof the
rest of hisregiment.

B. Let the Confederatestakethem after deciding theAfrican American liveswere not worthrisking thelivesof his
whitesoldiersfor.

C. Smuggled theAfrican Americansout of thetown in empty food barrels.

Sory: CivilWar Location: ThePoint - #7 on themap

13. Background Info: Thefollowing arefirst hand accountsfrom peoplewho lived in Harpers Ferry during the Civil
War.

“ And so two days and nights passwithout ahope of the end being near; houses are destroyed in various parts of the
town; inonetheshéll first killsan infant initsmother’ sarms, then wounds the mother so she doesnot recover for
yearsafter. A negrowoman venturing forth for water iskilled and liesinthe street all day.”

-AnnieMarmion, describingthe Battle of 1862

“Touseahomely phrase. Harpers Ferry was between hawk and buzzard, aconditioninwhich it remainedtill thewar
ended four yearsafterward.”
-Joseph Berry

“Daveweareinadreadful condition here, our armory isburnt, and we have no work and no money...thereisabout
fivethousand soldiersat thisplace and more coming...I ask you Davein the nameof god to try and help me get away
fromthisplace...”

-James Shewbridge, in aletter to hisbrother, Dave.

Question: Imaginethat you lived here during thewar. What do you think your lifemight have beenlike? Inthe
space below write your own account of your lifein Harpers Ferry during thewar. Inwriting this, consider what you
havelearned so far and what actual people said.

Memoirs




Sory: AfricanAmericanHistory L ocation: ThePoint -#7 onthemap

Background Info: If youwereadavefrom Harpers Ferry the scene of the watergap before you representsthe
gateway to freedom. Just afew milesnorth isPennsylvania, afree state. Some of the davesthat lived here or came
hererisked their livestrying to makeit to freedom. Somechoseto stay. At your next stop you will learn some of their
dories.

Sory: AfricanAmericanHistory L ocation: Black VoicesMuseum - #8 on themap

14. Read thisstory then answer thefollowing questions.

|saac Gilbert wasadavewho lived in Harpers Ferry in 1858. Even though dlaveswere not allowed to marry, 1saac
had awife, Sarah, and 3 children. Sarah and the children were a so daves. | saac had aplanto gain freedom for his
family. Although it was against thelaw, | saac’s owner alowed him to earn hisown money ontheside. Hewasableto
save $1,400. With thismoney | saac intended to purchase the freedom of hiswifeand children, who werethe property
of adifferent owner. However, adave could not purchasethe freedom of another dave. | saac asked hisfriend,
Fontaine Beckham, the mayor of Harpers Ferry to take hismoney and buy hisfamily for him. Beckham agreed to do
this, andin hiswill Beckham declared that when he died thewife and children of 1 saac Gilbert would be set free.
Beckham died ayear | ater, killed during the John Brown Raid. Thefamily wasgiven their freedom. With the passing
of the Emancipation Proclamation | saac gained hisown freedom. After the Civil War the Gilbert family continued to
liveasfreedmeninthetown wherethey wereoncedaves.

a. Could aslave own another slave?

b. Could davefamiliesbebroken up and sold to different owners?

c. Could davesearntheir own money legaly?

d. Weredave marriages|egal ?

15. Question: Listento at least one of the stories on the headphones. Write the name of the person below and what
he/she choseto do about his/her situation here.

Name:

Action Taken: (What did the person do about hisor her situation?)




Sory: AfricanAmerican History L ocation: Storer College/NiagaraMuseum - #9 on themap 10

?»Q;v 16. Background: Storer Collegewas established shortly
@ % , N PIAE §ip j after theend of theAmerican Civil War. Storer College

---' = - accepted studentsregardless of race or gender. The students
‘ l i ' I >R L' ﬁ S higss] a Storer werethrilled to get an education, but they had to put
up with theracism and bigotry of thelocal citizens. Early
students and teachers described being pelted with rocks and some students even carried weaponswith them for
protection.
Question: Tour thismuseumtolearn about lifeat Storer. What wasit liketo beastudent there? Writealetter toa
friend describing what it isliketo goto school at Storer, and describe how you feel about finally being ableto get an
education.

1872
Dear Friend,

Sincerdy,

Sory: AfricanAmericanHistory L ocation: Storer College/NiagaraMuseum - #9 on the map

17. Background Information: In 1906 Harpers Ferry wasthelocation of thefirst
American public meeting of the NiagaraM ovement. Thiswasagroup of well-educated
African Americanswho sought equality for therest of their race. Thefamouswriter
W.E.B. DuBoisled them.

Read theinformationin thisexhibit. What demands did these men make? Writethemin
your ownwords bel ow.

Answer:

W.E.B.DuBois



Activity Location: Optional n

18. Background: HarpersFerry hasbeen adestination for artists. They have come here because of the natural
beauty and the historical significance. Create your own origina pieceof art below. You can goto any locationtodo
this. You can depict any time period or any event that you chose. Remember: Sometimeswelearn more about history
from picturesthan fromthewritten word.



Dear Educator,

Thank you for using the History Search asaway to enhancethevisit of your students. Completion of the History
Searchwill take 2-3 hours. Please do not feel obligated to requireyour studentsto complete the entire worksheet.
We encourageyou to pick out the questionsthat most apply to your course of study. Thisactivity isdesignedto be
rewarding for groupswho plan on spending ahalf-hour or their entire day inthe park. Thank you and good luck.

Sincerdly,
The Education Department
HarpersFerry Nationa Historical Park

Answer Key for History Search
1. Thesix significant storiesare: Industry, Natura Heritage, Transportation, John Brown, Civil War, and African
American History. Theanswersfor thefollow up question will vary. If the studentsread theinformation onthe

exhibitsintheInformation Center they should have no problemsanswering the question.

2. Intheletter the students should mention something about the natural beauty and the potential for industry dueto the
tworivers.

3. Examplesof someadvantagesinclude: jobs, infrastructure, money, stores, schoals, etc.

Examplesof some disadvantagesinclude: pollution, overcrowding, disease, deterioration of natural landscape,
Noi se, etc.

4. Theactua itemsthat Lewisgot in HarpersFerry were:

15Rifles 15Ball screws
24 Pipetomahawks 15Gundings
36 Pipetomahawksfor “Indian Presents” Extrapartsof locksand toolsfor repairing arms
24 Largeknives 40Fishgiggs
15 Powderhornsand pouches Collapsibleiron boat frame
15 Pairsof bullet molds 1Smadl grindstone
15 Wipersor gunworms
5.B
6.C

7.Answerswill vary. Examplesinclude: freedom, death, oppression, courage, terrorism, etc.
8.Answerswill vary. Examplesinclude;

Newspaper Editor-South Carolina-" John Brown was ascoundrel who tried to take away the property of the
Southern Man.”

Minister-Massachusetts-” While we agree with what Brown tried to do, we cant agreewith hischoiceto use
violence”



9. Examplesof thingsto changeinclude: pollution, war, etc.
Examplesof how to changethingsinclude: writeto your congressmen, protest, vote, join an activist group, etc.
10.C

11. Milespositioned the Union soldierson Bolivar Heightsand Camp Hill. Jackson positioned the Confederate
soldierson Maryland Heights, L oudoun Heights, School House Ridge, and the Murphy Farm. Hopefully the
studentswill do abetter job of defending the town then Colonel Miles. For moreinformation on the Battle of
1862 havethe studentstour the museum on High Street.

12.A
13. Answerswill vary.
14. No, Yes, No, No
15. Isaac Gilbert-rai sed themoney to buy hisfamily
John Butler-sought and attained legd justice againgt hisattacker
Joseph Blanham-hel ped daves escape
Charles Stewart-escaped
John Douglass-raised themoney to buy hisfamily
16. Answerswill vary.

17. Theactua demandsmadewere:
“1....wewant full manhood suffrage, and wewant it now, henceforth and forever.
2. We want discrimination in public accommodation to cease. Separation ... isun-American, undemocratic, and
sily.
3. Weclaimtheright of freemento walk, talk, and be with them who wish to bewith us.
4. Wewant thelaws enforced...against whiteaswell asblack.
5. Wewant our children educated ... either the U.S. will destroy ignorance or ignorancewill destroy theU.S.”

Andthenthe studentswill put theseintheir own words.
18. Answerswill vary.

Sandardsmet by HarpersFerry NHP* History Search” followed by thenumber of the questionsthat
meet those standards.

HISTORY
Standard9Level 11
#5 Understandsthe significance of the Lewisand Clark expedition (4).

Sandard 10 Level 11

#2 Understandsthe major technol ogical developmentsthat influenced land and water transportation,

the economy, international markets, and the environment between 1801 and 1860 (1,3).

#3 Understands social and economic elementsof urban and rural lifeinthe early and mid 19™ centuries
D).
Level I11

#3 Understandsthe socia and economicimpacts of thefactory system (1,3,5).

#4 Understandsinfluences on urban lifeinthe early and late 19" century (1,3).



#7 Understands how mgj or technol ogical and economic devel opmentsinfluenced variousgroups(1,3,5).

Sandard 13 Level 11

#1 Understands Slavery Prior tothe Civil War (14,15).

Level 111

#2 Understandsthe devel opment of sectional polarization and secession prior to the Civil War (6,7,8,9).

Sandard 14 Level ||

#1 Understandsthetechnological, social, and strategic aspects of the Civil War.

Level 111 (10,11).

#2 Understands how different groups shaped the Civil War (12).

Level IV

#1 Understands military eventsthat influenced the outcome of the Civil War (11).

#4 Understands how the Civil War influenced Northern and Southern society on the homefront (10,13).

Sandard 17Leve 111
#4 Understands oppositionto discriminationinthelate 19" century (12,14,15,16,17).

LANGUAGEARTS

Sandard 1Level 111

#9 Writesbiographical sketches(13)

Level IV

#8Writesfictional, biographical, autobiographical, and observationa narrative compositions(8,9,13).
#10 Writes descriptive compositions (2,13).

Sandard 7 Leve IV
#1 Usesreading skillsand strategiesto understand avariety of informational texts(1,2).



