[image: image2.png]NATIONAL
PARK
SERVICE





National Park Service

U.S. Department of the Interior

Gulf Islands National Seashore
Fort Pickens Area Summer 2009
Welcome to the Fort Pickens Area.  We want you to have a safe visit to this area that was devastated by Hurricane Ivan in 2004 and received additional damage by the 2005 hurricanes.  The park staff continues to reopen areas and bring back services as soon as possible. Shade is limited so avoid direct sunlight between 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.   Because of current conditions this summer, campers should be prepared for primitive camping or have self-contained campers. Please remove your trash.  Be aware of the following:         

· For information call the Dial and Discover number at 850-677-1089.
· Observe the beach flag safety system.  Swim at Langdon Beach that has lifeguards.   
· Pets are not allowed on beaches, in the fortifications, or pavilions. Elsewhere, pets must be restrained on a leash at all times.
· Please observe “Closed Areas” for your protection.  Watch out for wildlife including snakes.

· Power and water will not be available in the campground until fall 2009.  Bring and drink plenty of water. Remember “one gallon of drinking water per person, per day”.   Bring extra water.
· Trash cans and dumpsters are limited.  Please “pack in, pack out”.
· Be safe and wear shoes while walking on the beach or while wading.  

· Insects including mosquitoes and yellow flies are sometimes plentiful so use repellent. 

· Fires are only permitted in the fire rings provided in the campground.  

· Glass containers are not allowed on beaches. 

· Night Owl Permits, Interagency passes and the Seashore’s annual pass are honored at the Fort Pickens Area.  Inquire at the entrance station for details. 

Fort Pickens Area is open from 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.  Only registered campers and individuals with Night Owl Permits are allowed after 10:00 p.m.  Call 911 for emergencies or *55 with a cell phone.     

	Location
	Status
	Comments

	Fort Pickens Road including parking areas 21 and 22.  Entrance fee is $8.00 and is good for 7 days.  Interagency and annual passes available.  
	Open 
	The speed limit is posted and enforced.  

	Historic Fort Pickens 
	Open
	8:00 a.m. to sunset.  

	Fort Pickens Visitor Center 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
	Open
	 Ranger tours are at 11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.

	Langdon Beach
	Open
	Lifeguard services are from 9:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. daily. Portable toilets are in the parking lot.  

	Restrooms at Battery Worth Pavilion,  Fort Pickens, Battery Van Swearingen, and near Fire House Snack Bar
	Open
	Outdoor showers are located at Battery Worth, Langdon Beach, and the jetties.

	Florida Nat’l Scenic Trail,  Batteries 234, Payne, Trueman, and Battery Cooper Loop Road. 
	Open
	Bike path and loop roads are open.

	Campground Loop A, C & E are open for primitive camping or self-contained campers. Register at the Fort Pickens Ranger Station from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. First-come, first- served.  
	Open

$10 per night.
	There is no water, power, dump stations, showers, or restrooms.  Portable toilets are available.  Campsite reservations will be restored in late 2009 or early 2010. Generators may not be used in Loop A from 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. For campground information call 850-934-2622.  

	Fire  House Snack Bar (near fishing pier)
	Open
	10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. daily.  Cold drinks and more!

	The Camp Store;  restrooms at the jetties;  sea wall stairs at the jetties and Battery Payne; sea wall behind Battery Cullum, Sevier, and Van Swearingen.
	Closed
	

	Fishing Pier  (Pier is licensed; no state license required on pier.)
	Open
	No tents, canopies, tarps, or generators.  Deposit trash in cans or dumpster. State fishing regulations apply.
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