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Vera Manigault, Sweetgrass Basket Maker

Diedre Laird Photo













Quick Facts







Location:



North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida









Significance:



The Gullah Geechee Cultural Heritage Corridor serves to protect the culture of the region shaped by captive Africans brought to the United States.









Designation:



Cultural Heritage Corridor









MANAGED BY:



Gullah Geechee Cultural Heritage Corridor Commission
























The Gullah Geechee Cultural Heritage Corridor was created to call attention to the historic and cultural contributions of the Gullah Geechee people. The Gullah Geechee people are the descendants of West and Central Africans who were enslaved and bought to the lower Atlantic states of North Carolina, South Carolina, Florida, and Georgia to work on the coastal rice, Sea Island cotton and indigo plantations.  Because their enslavement was on isolated coastal plantations, sea and barrier islands, they were able to retain many of their indigenous African traditions. These traditions are reflected in their foodways, arts and crafts, and spiritual traditions. They also created a new language, Gullah, a creole language spoken nowhere else in the world.



The Gullah Geechee Cultural Heritage Corridor, and the federal Gullah Geechee Cultural Heritage Corridor Commission established to oversee it, were designated by an act of Congress on October 12, 2006 through the National Heritage Areas Act of 2006. The Corridor runs from Pender County North Carolina to St. John’s County Florida. The Gullah Geechee Cultural Heritage Corridor Commission is charged with helping to achieve the goals of the Corridor designation: to recognize, sustain, and celebrate the important contributions made to American culture and history by the Gullah Geechee; to assist state and local governments and public and private entities in South Carolina, Georgia, North Carolina, and Florida in interpreting the story of the Gullah Geechee and preserving Gullah Geechee folklore, arts, crafts, and music; and to assist in identifying and preserving sites, historical data, artifacts, and objects associated with Gullah Geechee people and culture for the benefit and education of the public.



This Heritage Area includes the following sites:
	Charles Pickney National Historical Site
	Fort Pulaski National Monument
	Cumberland Island National Seashore
	Fort Sumter and Fort Moultrie National Monument
	Historical Harrington School
	Pinpoint Heritage Museum
	McLeod Plantation
	Moores Creek National Battlefield
	Fort Mose Historic State Park
	Gullah Museum of Hilton Head Island
	Timucuan Ecological & Historic Preserve
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