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Dear Teacher,


If you had visited Guilford Court House on March 15, 1781, you would have been met by Major General Nathanael Greene—for whom Greensboro was named—and his army of 4,500 soldiers struggling to secure America’s independence. When you visit Guilford Courthouse National Military Park today, you will still be met by General Greene—in heroic bronze statuary—and a staff of helpful National Park Service employees dedicated to preserving this important battlefield of American history for you and your students.


A carefully planned visit will provide students with the opportunity to learn much about this nation's fight for independence on a historically significant battlefield.  Our staff can help you and your students understand what happened here and how it affected the events and people of that time. However, because of the limited amount of time that most classes have to spend here, any preparation that occurs in the classroom before the visit will be of value to the student. Students, no matter what their age, benefit most from a visit if they know something of the when, what and why of the Revolutionary War period. Whatever your curriculum requirements, we consider a familiarity on the part of the students of what was happening in the 1770's and 1780's to be very important. 


The information in this Guide has been assembled to help you plan and prepare your students for an enjoyable and educational visit. You are free to use all or any of its parts to adapt or build upon to create a valuable learning experience for your class. You may wish to choose other ways or areas of study that will interest your students and help them better understand the importance and consequences of the Battle of Guilford Courthouse. Naturally, the depth of study will depend upon your time and a consideration of the individual student's level of learning, ability and particular interests.  Consider a park visit an extension of your classroom!

Arranging a visit---
             Scheduling a visit to Guilford Courthouse National Military Park is easy.  Just call us at:

(336) 288-1776, Ext. 228


We require that reservations be made as far in advance as possible (no less than two weeks prior to your planned day of visit).  We will need to know the following when you set up a visit:

 
(  Your name


(  An address for mailing a confirmation and a school telephone number


(  Day and date of your visit

(  Time of arrival (please, no mid-day requests)

(  Number of students & adults

( Grade level 



(  Length of stay (consider 1½ hours for a basic visit)




(  Selection of Program(s) 


Someone on our ranger staff will answer any questions you might have about our programs and services. If your group has special needs you may wish to arrange for a special program.  We are busiest in the spring and early fall. Thursdays and Fridays tend to fill up quickest. At times we may be completely booked for a particular day and unable to accommodate further requests for visits. However, we will be glad to schedule you for another day or time.


You know what is best for your students. In planning the amount of time for a visit, first determine how much you want your students to see and learn.  Most classes can easily spend an hour in the visitor center viewing the 30-minute film and exhibits. If you arrange for a talk, special program, or service by one of our rangers, this will add time to your visit. Large school groups (multiple classes) and allowing students to purchase items in the park's Revolutionary War bookstore can consume more of your planned time. Touring the battlefield is a highly recommended activity, either by foot or vehicle. Knowing your plans we can better schedule your class. Generally, we prefer to schedule groups on the hour beginning at 9 AM. If you schedule to arrive at a different time, such as 9:45, we would have to schedule the next group at 11 AM or 1 PM.  We kindly ask that you do not plan a mid-day arrival. This Guide includes a list of this school year's regular services and programs offered to classes by advanced arrangements with the park staff.  

GUILFORD COURTHOUSE NATIONAL MILITARY PARK

2007-2008 SCHOOL YEAR PROGRAMS ( SERVICES

The following programs and services are available to teachers and their classes visiting Guilford Courthouse National Military Park during regular park operating hours. The park needs to know your plans as far in advance as possible, preferably no less than two weeks prior to your visit. 


After each program and service is an approximate length of presentation to help you budget your time while at the park.  Of course, time lengths will vary according to group size, grade, and student interest.  NOTE: Large groups must plan extra time as they will have to be divided into smaller units for viewing the map program. 


There is no charge or fee for any interpretive program or service at Guilford Courthouse National Military Park. 

	PRIVATE 
REGULAR SERVICES

Programs available to all park visitors
	PROGRAM LENGTH

	Film, Another Such Victory. Shown only on the hour, 9AM-4PM.  (Live action ) Recommended for Grades 5 and above.  NOTE: This film is rated PG and may be too graphic and its surround sound effects scary for younger students. Teacher discretion recommended.
	32 minutes

	Battle Map Program, Fighting the Battle of Guilford Courthouse. (animated and live action)  Shown on the: 15 and: 45 of the hour, 8:45AM-4: 45PM.  This room accommodates one class (up to 25).  Fine for all students interested in the tactics of the battle of Guilford Courthouse. 
	11 minutes

	Visitor Center exhibits (self-tour) Artifacts of the period are displayed with informational panels.
	20-30 minutes APPROXIMATE

	Narrated Battlefield Tour: Auto Tour Road (vehicular self-tour) A CD or cassette taped tour  is available for loan to teachers upon request (Teacher must provide playing device) 
	1½ hours
APPROXIMATE

	Battlefield Tour: Foot Trails (self-tour) A written walking tour is available to teachers.
	2 hours  
APPROXIMATE

	Eastern National Bookstore: Books & related items on the American Revolution for sale (several items for children are priced less than $5).
	Time spent depends on teacher


	PRIVATE 

RANGER CONDUCTED PROGRAMS & SERVICES

(These programs require prior arrangements with the park staff and may not always be available for presentation)  Monday-Friday at 9, 10 & 11AM; afternoons after 1:30PM
	PROGRAM LENGTH (APPROXIMATE)

	Ranger Interpretive Talk: An explanatory talk on the importance and other aspects of the battle.  (All scheduled school groups receive a brief introductory talk)
	10 minutes

	"The Revolutionary War Soldier": A show & tell presentation of the arms, uniforms & equipment of the American & British soldier
	30 minutes 

	Musket Firing Demonstration: Talk on & demonstration of the flintlock musket. Firing the musket is an outdoor activity and is dependent upon agreeable weather.
	20 minutes

	Guilford Courthouse "Discovery Trail": Museum and battlefield fact-finding activity using a park map and question sheet. Questionnaires for elementary, 8th grade and high school are available to teachers.
	2 hours


	NOTE:  PRIVATE 
For classroom use or for pre-trip preparation, the park has loan copies of "Guilford Letters", an 18-minute VHS video on the campaign of Guilford Courthouse, and the 30-minute “Another Such Victory”. Videotape(s) may be picked up at the park visitor center or may be sent by mail to the school.  Teachers are responsible for the return of these videotape(s) to the park.


                                                                                        FACILITIES at GUILFORD COURTHOUSE NATIONAL MILITARY PARK
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THE VISITOR CENTER


Begin your park visit at the visitor center located at the park entrance on New Garden Road.  Signs will direct you here.  The following facilities are available inside the visitor center.
THEATER. This 30-minute movie, “Another Such Victory” is shown on the hour beginning at 9AM with the last showing at 4PM.  The movie combines live action with surround sound effects to tell the story of the Battle of Guilford Courthouse with re-created battle scenes and first person accounts by participants and the people affected by the passage of the armies. Auditorium has a maximum seating capacity of 120.  As a courtesy to other visitors and the importance of the film’s first few minutes, entry to the theater after the movie begins is not recommended.  



NOTE: The park staff has rated this film PG due to its realistic battle and hospital scenes.  This and the surround sound effects may make this film too intense for students less than 10 years of age. This must be your decision.
BATTLE MAP PROGRAM. This 11-minute narrated program, “Fighting the Battle of Guilford Courthouse” uses computer-projected color graphics mixed with live action on a 1781 battlefield map to show and explain the deployment and movements of individual units in the Battle of Guilford Courthouse. This room, much smaller than the theater, can accommodate up to 25 students at a time. 

MUSEUM EXHIBITS. Educational museum exhibits provide students with information on the American Revolution, the battle, the campaign and the people involved.  There are also displays of weaponry, military equipment, everyday items, musical instruments and information on soldiers, women, Quakers, commanders and the aftermath of the battle and the meaning of the War for Independence. At times, the museum may feature special exhibits or displays. 

EASTERN NATIONAL BOOKSTORE.  The park’s Revolutionary War bookstore sells items related to the history of the battle and the American Revolution and the 18th-century period—books, postcards and reproduction artifacts. The bookstore also sells books on the national parks and nature topics. Prices of books and items range from less than a dollar to more than seventy-five dollars, but many items are affordable by most students.  Funded by Eastern National, this cooperating association uses its profits to aid the interpretive programs of the National Park Service.  



If you allow your students to purchase items from the bookstore, you will have to budget extra time into your visit.  The estimated time for a class of 25 students to purchase items is about 30-45 minutes. 


Instruct students to purchase all of the items they want at one time.  Small denomination bills and change, especially pennies, help to speed each transaction.  Make sure your students know that 7% North Carolina and local sales tax is added to every sale at the register.  Some sales items are in big demand during the year and shortages of these popular bookstore items do occur. 
PARK OFFICES.  Ranger and administrative offices for Guilford Courthouse National Military Park are located in the visitor center whose address is 2332 New Garden Road. A telephone and emergency and first aid assistance are available here, too. 

RESTROOMS & WATER.  Restrooms and drinking fountains are located in the visitor center.  The park does not provide any vending machines for soft drinks or snacks.
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THE BATTLEFIELD


Guilford Courthouse National Military Park preserves approximately 230 acres, about one-fifth of the March 15, 1781 battlefield.  A walk over these grounds is an interesting and important part of your visit. The battlefield offers your class the following.
TOUR ROAD. A driving tour of the battlefield begins at the visitor center.  Tour Stop 1 is a short walk from the visitor center.  Stops 2-8 are located along the 2 1/4-mile automobile tour road at points of interest.  Parking at these stops accommodates both automobiles and buses.  The park tour road finishes on New Garden Road at the visitor center entrance. A printed tour guide is contained in the park's Official Map and Guide. A narrated audio (CD/cassette) driving tour is available for sale or loan to teachers, but requires furnishing your own playing device. 
TRAILS.  The park has nearly three miles of foot trails, which include sections of the historic road known in the 18th Century as the Great Salisbury Wagon Road. Foot trails are graveled and occasionally steep.  Good walking shoes are advised.  Most of the park's twenty-eight monuments can be reached by these trails. The trails are an excellent way to explore the park and its cultural and natural resources. A 1½-mile “Battlefield Walking Tour for Teachers” or a longer 2¼-mile walking guide is available for your use in touring the park.

BATTLEFIELD EXHIBITS. Colorful and informative interpretive exhibits are located on the battlefield providing on-site information about the battle, monuments, people and park history.  Exhibits at Stop 6 explain the climactic action on the American third line. Here, too, was the site of the county seat town of Guilford Court House (named Martinville in 1785) from ca. 1775 to 1808. None of the town’s buildings remain.
MONUMENTS.  Guilford Courthouse National Military Park has twenty-eight monuments, memorials and graves honoring men, women, and events of the battle and the American Revolution in North Carolina.  Several of these have special interest. The Nathanael Greene Monument is the cultural feature most associated with the park.  Atop its granite base is a large bronze equestrian statue of the American commander. The Signers' or Hooper-Penn Monument stands over the graves of two of North Carolina's three signers of the Declaration of Independence.  The Kerrenhappuch Turner Monument and the Martha McFarland McGee Bell Monument honor two women and their patriotic deeds.  Three brave Delaware soldiers, killed in the battle and originally buried north of the battlefield, were re-interred under the Delaware Monument in the early days of the park. Other monuments honor local heroes, such as Arthur Forbis, a militia officer mortally wounded on the field, and the Reverend David Caldwell, a clergyman, patriot, physician and educator.  One monument honors David Schenck, the man who began the preservation of this battlefield in 1887.  The British are remembered with a single monument to Lieutenant-Colonel James Stewart (Stuart) killed in the intense fighting on the third line.  A booklet, The Monuments at Guilford Courthouse National Military Park, a handy guide to the history and meaning of the monuments, is available for sale in the park’s Eastern National Bookstore.

COLONIAL HERITAGE CENTER. This facility is located at the intersection of New Garden and Battleground Roads. Groups are urged to travel the 1/8th mile farther to visit this western-most part of the historic battlefield preserving a portion of a larger farmstead where the British army arrived and deployed.  The Colonial Heritage Center contains many displays, many of which are interactive, telling of life in Piedmont North Carolina in the late 18th century.  A diorama recreates the battlefield in miniature. Out buildings, such as the 1813 log Hoskins House, the 1830’s Coble barn and a reconstructed kitchen are open by appointment.   
PARKING, PICNICING & RECREATIONAL FACILITIES. Guilford Courthouse National Military Park was established to preserve a nationally significant battlefield where people suffered, died, and where many now lie buried. Contrary to many people’s concept of a “park”, this is not a recreational area and does not provide facilities (tables, shelters, etc.) for picnicking.  However, several nearby Greensboro City parks do offer school groups ample recreational and picnicking facilities.  Call the Greensboro Parks & Recreation Department at (336) 373-2574 for reservations of tables and shelters at either Greensboro Country Park or Bur-Mil Park.  Tables are also available on a first come basis at the nearby Colonial Heritage Center.  Restrooms and a drinking fountain are located at Stop 6. Ample parking is available at the visitor center and on Old Battleground Road for cars and buses.  Smaller spaces are at each tour stop location on the tour road.  School buses and others up to 40-passenger can easily navigate the tour road.

RESTROOMS. A comfort station with restrooms and drinking water is located at Tour Stop 6.
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PARK SAFETY CONSIDERATIONS


We need your cooperation in making a visit to the park a safe, educational and enjoyable occasion for everybody. Have your class abide by your own established classroom rules and the following:
· Do not climb on monuments and cannon--- or in trees.

· Stay on marked trails.


(
Avoid walking on the tour road.  Also be aware of traffic when crossing the tour road and busy Old Battleground and New Garden Roads.


(
Watch your footing on walkways, steps, bridges, and ramps, especially if they are wet.


(
During the warmer months, watch for and avoid ticks, yellow jackets, and poison ivy.

· During the colder months, beware of ice on trails and paths, especially in shady areas.

(
Do not damage or disturb any plants, animals or cultural objects.  It is the responsibility of every user of this national park to preserve these things for all to enjoy.


(
If injuries should occur, report them immediately to a park ranger.  First aid and 911 assistance are available at the visitor center.
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NEARBY FACILITIES. 


You may want to contact the following parks and museums to schedule visits while in the Greensboro area.

· Natural Science Center, Planetarium and Zoo.  4301 Lawndale Drive. 288-3769.

· Greensboro Children’s Museum. 220 North Church St. 574-2898.

· Greensboro Country Park. Lawndale Drive.  288-2043.  Picnic Shelter reservations: 373-2574.

· Bur-Mil Park. 5834 Owls Roost Road. 545-5300.
· Bryan Park. 6275 Bryan Park Rd. Browns Summit.. Picnic shelter reservations: 375-2222.
· Greensboro Historical Museum. Summit Ave. 373-2043.

· Colonial Heritage Center & Hoskins House.  2200 New Garden Road. 545-5315.

· Blandwood Mansion. W. Washington St. 272-5003.

· Greensboro Cultural Center at Festival Park. N. Davie St. 373-2712.

· Mattye Reed African Heritage Center. E. Market St. 334-7874.

· Charlotte Hawkins Brown Memorial State Historic Site. Sedalia, NC. 449-4846.

· Mendenhall Plantation. 603 W. Main St., Jamestown, NC. 454-3819.

· Old Mill of Guilford. NC 68 N. 643-4783.

· Walkway of (African-American) History & Woolworth Building.  134 S. Elm St. 274-9199.

· Alamance Battleground. 5803 South NC 62, Burlington, NC (336) 227-4787

· High Point Museum. 1859 East Lexington Avenue, High Point. (336) 885-1859.

WEBSITE INFORMATION
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Guilford Courthouse NMP is listed on the Internet on the National Park Service’s website at www.nps.gov/guco.  Check here for information on other national parks in the United States. 
Another website is the park’s friend’s group, the Guilford Battleground Company, at www.guilfordbattlegroundcompany.org. Both of these sites have current information about Guilford Courthouse NMP and Tannenbaum Historic Park.

    

 GCHNMP. Rev. 01/29/11
HISTORICAL INFORMATION SUPPLEMENTS


This Teachers’ Guide is sent with basic park and history information to help you plan and arrange a classroom visit.  Additional historical information has been prepared and is available to help you in your classroom, copy for handouts, devise activities, or to simply answer many of your historical questions. 
You may request a copy of any of the information sheets below and we will be glad to mail them to you (you may send us the list below).  Be sure to provide a name and address for return.  The number after each is the number of pages in the document. 
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FACTS about the BATTLE of GUILFORD COURT HOUSE

NAME:  The Battle of Guilford Courthouse. The battle’s name was usually written or printed as "Guilford Court House" in most 18th-and 19th-century sources.  In some period British accounts it appears as "Guildford Court House".

DATE OF THE BATTLE: The battle was fought on Thursday, March 15, 1781.
LENGTH OF THE BATTLE: Contemporary accounts by American participants agree the battle started just after noon when the British army arrived on the field (Cornwallis said about 1 o’clock) and lasted between two to three hours (approx. 12:30 to 3:30pm) when the last shots were fired by rearguard American forces near the Reedy Fork two miles north of the battlefield. General Greene and Maryland Colonel Otho H. Williams both stated “about two hours”. Virginia militiaman Samuel Houston (fighting in the separate action to the south) recorded in his journal that for him the battle lasted “two hours and 25 minutes.” 
COMMANDERS: Army of the Southern Department of the United States: Major-General Nathanael Greene. British Army: Lieutenant-General Lord Charles, Second Earl Cornwallis.

SIZE OF THE TWO ARMIES: Greene's Army of the Southern Department of the United States numbered between 4,400-4,500 troops. Continental forces numbered about 1,600 (36%) and militia troops numbered about 2,800 (64%). Lord Cornwallis's British army numbered about 1,924 from returns, not including 120 regulars and Hamilton's 250 North Carolina loyalist troops that had been detailed to guard the British baggage train.  Perhaps as many as 25 to 40 British soldiers were casualties in the skirmish at New Garden around mid-morning. It can be estimated that the force that marched on to Guilford Courthouse numbered around 1,900. Several contemporary British and German accounts exaggerate all the above numbers.

CASUALTIES: According to a return made on March 16, the American Army suffered 1,310 casualties--79 killed, 185 wounded and 1,046 missing. The large number of missing was obviously due to the lack of a full report by scattered militia unit leaders.  Many of the "missing” militia returned to the army, so actual killed, wounded, and missing may have only produced 6% casualties. In contrast, the outnumbered British army suffered 532 casualties (28%): 93 killed, 413 wounded, and 26 missing.  One contemporary source comments that the army's casualties were higher than reported probably based on deaths among the wounded. British officer casualties were 29 out of the100 on the field (29%).

DESCRIPTION: Greene's original plan for March 15 involved an early morning attack launched from Guilford Courthouse on the British camp at Deep River Meeting House. This plan changed after information reached him that Cornwallis’s army was marching toward him. Greene's tactical response was to prepare a defense in depth on the ground west of the court house astride the Great Salisbury Wagon (New Garden) Road.  Greene deployed three lines--two of militia and one of continental regulars.  On the first line, Greene placed 1,100 North Carolina militiamen in two brigades with smaller regular cavalry and infantry forces and Virginia riflemen on the flanks.  About 300 yards behind this line he placed 1,400 Virginia militia in two brigades.  Just west of the courthouse and facing an expanse of open ground he placed about 1,400 Maryland and Delaware Continentals and 18-month Virginia State Line Troops. Greene’s tactics were simple--blunt the British attack with his large number of militia and then deliver a final, fatal blow with his best forces at the third line. Tactically, Greene possessed the advantages of choosing the best ground, forcing the British to march twelve miles to him, and a numerical superiority of over two to one.  After covering 12 miles and fighting a sharp skirmish about 10 AM with the Americans at New Garden, Cornwallis arrived on the field just after noon. His initial assault on the first line first broke the militia center, then the flanks. Committing all his forces to the attack Cornwallis pushed forward through the woods and pierced the second line. His right broke off to pursue Henry Lee’s forces, but his center and left pushed on to the third. Here, he was momentarily checked, but after a fierce encounter between the best units of the two armies, Greene made the decision to withdraw from the field. 
RESULTS: Cornwallis left the Piedmont taking his battered army to the coast of North Carolina for re-supply at British-held Wilmington. Prevented from returning either to the Piedmont or to South Carolina because of Greene's move into that state, he abandoned the Carolinas hoping the strong garrisons in South Carolina could oppose Greene. Instead, he marched north by land to Virginia to join General William Philips's British army at Petersburg.  In October 1781 Cornwallis surrendered this combined army at Yorktown to French and American allied forces under General George Washington. The defeat at Yorktown, the continuing war in the South and facing French threats near to home and in America intensified Britain's problems.  With their hopes in America gone awry, the British were reluctant, but content, to ease their troubles by agreeing to the articles of the Treaty of Paris ending the American Revolution on September 3, 1783. 

ASSESSMENT. General Washington had advised Nathanael Greene at his acceptance of command of the value of the Southern Army, especially the preservation of its backbone—the Continentals. Guilford Court House was Greene’s his first battle where his every decision could mean either reward or ruin. Perhaps overly cautious and protective, Greene made a sound defense in depth; however Greene wasted his advantage in numbers by placing his lines too far apart to support each other, allowing Cornwallis to engage equal numbers at each line. Once the militia had been defeated, the weight of the battle fell upon the regulars and Greene could not afford the loss of these needed troops. Greene's decision to disengage and withdraw lost him the battlefield, but Cornwallis could not claim a clear victory. His goal had been to decisively defeat the American army, relying upon British discipline to overcome Greene’s superiority in numbers. British discipline prevailed, but their high number of casualties (27% of those engaged) and the failure to decisively defeat the American rebels made it a very costly victory. This loss of British manpower and failure would contribute to the change of strategy that would lead to their defeat in the American War for Independence.

PRIVATE 
SUGGESTED TOPICS for STUDY 

The follow topics are several suggested as a beginning of an appropriate study of the American Revolution, the Battle of Guilford Courthouse, and local history.
tc  \l 1 "SUGGESTED STUDY GUIDE PRIOR TO VISIT"
PRIVATE 
GENERAL AREAS OF STUDYtc  \l 2 "GENERAL AREAS OF STUDY"
· Events leading to the war--from 1763 to 1775

· The causes of the conflict

· The move to independence
· PRIVATE 
The French Alliance of 1778tc  \l 3 "
The French Alliance of 1778"
· The War in the North, 1775-1778

· The War in the South, 1778-1783

· Events leading to Guilford Courthouse, 1778-1781

· Other events in the world, 1780-1783 (political, scientific, social, etc.)
· The post-Revolutionary War Period and the establishment of the new republic (Constitution, Bill of Rights, etc.)
PRIVATE 
MORE SPECIALIZED AREAS OF STUDYtc  \l 2 "MORE SPECIALIZED AREAS OF STUDY"
· Soldier experiences in the American Revolution
· Civilian experiences in the American Revolution

· Civil war between rebels and loyalists

· Women in the 18th-Century and the period of the American Revolution

· Religious groups and the war 
· African Americans, Native Americans and Hispanics in the American Revolution

· Military aspects of the American Revolution (uniforms, weaponry, tactics)

PEOPLE

Nathanael Greene            

 Lord Charles, Earl Cornwallis


Henry "Light-horse Harry" Lee
 
 William Washington Banastre Tarleton


Joseph Winston 


               Peter Francisco


John Eager Howard


 Otho Holland Williams


David Caldwell


 
 Martha MacFarlane McGee Bell


Catherine Littlefield Greene

 William Hooper, John Penn & Joseph Hewes


David Schenck



 Joseph Morehead


Alexander Martin


 Josiah Martin


Abner Nash                                                  Individuals connected with Guilford County history, 1775-1809

OTHER TOPICS
· North Carolina’s role in the American Revolution
· Guilford County in the Colonial and Revolutionary War Period

· Great Britain and British Empire during the period of the American Revolution

· The establishment of National Parks at Revolutionary War Sites

· Preserving the battlefield and the history of Guilford Courthouse National Military Park

· Monuments at Guilford Courthouse National Military Park (art and sculpture)

· Other historical sites of the American Revolution (North Carolina and national)

· Archeology 
· Historical Documents (soldier accounts, battle reports, pension records, etc.)
SPECIAL NOTE: Although Guilford Courthouse National Military Park was established and preserved for its historical and cultural importance, the park possesses interesting natural resources. The National Park Service encourages teachers to use national parks as classrooms to study history, science, the environment, art, and other subjects. 


The park’s walking trails are conducive to nature walks and the variety of Southeastern United States trees, plants and wildlife is fine for study.  A combination of history and nature is a recommended classroom approach to comparing life today to the world in 1781 and the present-day need to conserve our valuable resources—both natural and cultural!

	PRIVATE 
MILEAGE FROM

GUILFORD COURTHOUSE N.M.P.
to:
  Winston-Salem-------------27     Asheville----------------------170    Charlotte--------------------90

  Durham---------------------54      Fayetteville---------------------96    Greenville------------------161

  PRIVATE 
Hickory---------------------96      tc  \l 2 "Hickory¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼..96"Raleigh--------------------------79    Salisbury--------------------55

  Danville,VA----------------45     Asheboro--------------------------30    Roanoke,VA------------------96

 Statesville----------------------70      Martinsville, VA----------------45     Burlington---------------------25   Above mileage figures are approximate


COVER ILLUSTRATION
ANDREW FURGISON

African American Soldier

Andrew Furgison, age 73, applied for a soldier’s pension in Monroe County, Indiana in 1838 stating that “I am a colored man”.  Born a free black in Dinwiddie County, Virginia in 1765, Andrew was drafted into the American army at the age of fifteen.  He and his father were taken prisoner by the British and held for two weeks.  Forced into labor and being whipped by “the cat-o-nine-tails”, they managed to escape and were drafted into the American army of General Nathanael Greene. Although we do not know what kind of unit, Furgison was probably placed in a Virginia militia regiment, as he recollected, commanded by Captain William Harris and Colonel William McCormick.  Furgison stayed with this unit and was in or near the battles of Camden (August 1780), Kings Mountain (October 1780), and Cowpens (January 1781). On March 15, 1781 Furgison suffered a severe head wound in the fighting at the Battle of Guilford Court House. After spending about a month recovering in a hospital at the American camp on Troublesome Creek, he rejoined Greene’s army already in South Carolina and fought at Eutaw Springs in September 1781. Following his discharge, he went back to Troublesome Creek in North Carolina as his head wound “got worse”. Here, he stayed until he was able to return home to Dinwiddie County in November 1781. 

Although Fergison was married he had no children.  Sometime after the war he moved from Virginia to Indiana. In addition to applying for a soldier’s pension, he also applied for bounty land which was granted a few months after his death in 1855.  He was buried in Bloomington, Indiana.

Andrew Furgison was one of several African American soldiers known to have fought in the Battle of Guilford Courthouse--and one of many who contributed their service, and for some their lives, in the War for American Independence. Unfortunately, no likeness of Andrew Furgison is known to exist; the drawing being purely conjectural. 



Original map in the collection of the Clements Library of the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.

The First Map Drawn of the Battle of Guilford Court House, 1781

It is probable that Lt. Henry Haldane, a military engineer and one of Lord Cornwallis’ aides, prepared this British representation of the Battle of Guilford Courthouse. Sketched on the field or from notes, this map later accompanied Cornwallis’ report to Sir Henry Clinton, British Commander-In-Chief, in New York.  In 1787 the same map was copied into an engraved version to be used in Lieutenant-Colonel Banastre Tarleton's, A History of the Campaigns of 1780 and 1781 in the Southern Provinces of North America. Both versions of the map are valuable historical sources. Details of the terrain and battle are quite accurate, but due to an unexplained error, the north pointer should be rotated 50 degrees to the left for proper orientation. Roads, hills, ravines, forests, and fields agree with battlefield descriptions.  The central road is the Great Salisbury Wagon Road running west and east.  On this road, at the top of the map, is the courthouse structure that gave its name to the battle and the small community around it. The farm and home of Joseph Hoskins are at the bottom, just above the British line of battle and the words "Order of Battle". The British began their attack by crossing Hoskins’ plowed fields toward the American first line. 


Today, Guilford Courthouse National Military Park preserves about one-fifth of the approximately 1,000 acres shown on the map. Much of the southern battlefield land lies within the City of Greensboro’s Country Park and Forest Lawn Cemetery. Seven acres of the Hoskins farmstead are now within Tannenbaum Historic Park.

The Preservation of the Guilford Battle Ground, 1887 to 1917


The creation of an organization to preserve "the grounds on and over which the battle of Guilford Court House was fought" took place on May 6, 1887, in Greensboro, North Carolina.  The five men present became the first directors of a private corporation chartered by an act of the North Carolina General Assembly (March 7, 1887).  David Schenck, President of the Battle Ground Company from 1887 until his death in 1902, recorded the event in his private journal:  



The Guilford Battle Ground Company was organized today.  Last fall (1886), I visited

Mr. Hoskins, who lives on part of the Battle Ground, and as I drove over the sacred spot on my

return home, I suddenly conceived the idea of purchasing it and improving it and endeavoring to

persuade the United States or the state, or wealthy individuals, to erect suitable monuments

thereon to preserve the memory of the men who here crippled Cornwallis, so that he began the

race that ended in his capture at Yorktown.


A lawyer by profession, Schenck moved to Greensboro in 1882 to accept the position of counselor for the Richmond and Danville Railroad.  His interest in local history led to a curiosity about the location and condition of the field used by Nathanael Greene and Lord Cornwallis on March 15, 1781.  Since few of the 3,000 people living in his adopted city could point out the scene of the battle, he used Eli Caruthers's 1850's Sketches of North Carolina to study the field and reconstruct the battle. In October 1886, Schenck purchased thirty acres of the historic site and soon thereafter purchased an additional twenty acres.  He later wrote: "The land was a tangled wilderness of briars, old field pines, broom sedge and every species of wild growth which comes up on old worn out fields."  His next steps was to organize the Battle Ground Company which published its objectives across the state and raised money to buy more land, clear the area, re-open old roads, and mark "every prominent point on the battle field."  In 1889 the North Carolina Legislature appropriated $200 a year for the project.


The first celebration at Guilford Battle Ground was held on May 5, 1888.  Fifteen thousand were present to hear President Schenck deliver an address on the 1781 battle and to inspect two monuments which had been erected.  The first honored Arthur Forbis, leader of a Guilford County militia unit; the second, inscribed "Guilford Battle Ground, Thursday, March 15, 1781", was furnished by Governor A.M. Scales of Greensboro.  A special train provided by the Cape Fear and Yadkin Valley Railroad ran to the Battle Ground for this ceremony and the May 4, 1889 celebration.  Governor Zebulon B. Vance delivered the 1889 address to a crowd of thousands, and during the year the Company reported a large increase in the "collection of relics from the battlefield".  The following May there was a picnic on the grounds, and David Clark's oil portrait of Schenck was dedicated.


During the 1890's celebrations at the Battle Ground were held on July 4th, a national holiday.  The use of the park as a patriotic cemetery began in 1891; remains of soldiers and patriots, including two North Carolina signers of the Declaration of Independence, were moved to the Battle Ground and appropriately marked.  A Battle Ground Museum, restaurant, artificial lake and pavilions were constructed to encourage visitation.  A Memorial Volume of the Guilford Battle Ground Company, published in 1894, noted:



The Company now owns seventy-five (75) acres of the battle field on which transpired 

nearly all the important events.  The collection in the Museum is extremely interesting and would

do credit to a great city.  Almost every species of the military weapons of that day are in its cases.

Curios from this and other battle fields are preserved.  Thousands of people visit it every year.


Following David Schenck's death, Joseph Morehead became president of the Company.  He served until 1911, the year that the United States Congress appropriated $30,000 to erect a monument to General Nathanael Greene.  The Greene statue was unveiled on July 3, 1915.  Two years later, in 1917, Congress established Guilford Courthouse National Military Park, the first Revolutionary War national park in the United States.  The Guilford Battle Ground Company deeded its property, free of cost, to the United States government, and the company ceased to exist.


Initially, the new national military park was administered by the United States War Department. In 1933, President Franklin D. Roosevelt transferred all the national military parks to the National Park Service. 


Today, Guilford Courthouse National Military Park is one of nearly 300 National Park Service sites in the

 United States and its territories. Assisting the park is a new Guilford Battleground Company, whose vision, just as the original organization, is to preserve the history of the battle of Guilford Courthouse and to assist the park and nearby Tannenbaum Historic Park in bringing Revolutionary War history to visitors.
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PRIVATE 
Nathanael Greene and Lord Cornwallistc  \l 1 "Nathanael Greene and Lord Cornwallis"

The two dominant personalities of the American Revolution’s Southern Campaign were Major General Nathanael Greene of the Army of the United States and Lord Charles, Second Earl Cornwallis, of the British Army.  These two men, different in many ways, were to face-off in a campaign that would lead to the final American victory in the American Revolution.


Nathanael Greene was born in Rhode Island in 1742 to Quaker parents. His education, though not formal, revealed that he was a good student. He possessed a keen mind, excelled in mathematics and spent many hours reading Greek and Roman classics. His family business—iron forging for ships—became his trade.  After the “Gaspee Affair” in 1775, in which his family was accused of involvement in burning a British revenue ship, Greene began to take a solid interest in the growing discontent in the colonies.  It was this interest that led him to the military, a choice that opposed his pacifist religious upbringing.


At the outbreak of the American Revolution in 1775, Greene helped raise a company of militia called the “Kentish Guards.”  Ironically, Greene joined not as an officer, but as a private armed with a musket bought from a British deserter.  A childhood affliction forced him to limp, an affliction he saw as a disqualification for a military leader, but his abilities were quickly recognized.  In May 1775, Greene was commissioned a brigadier general of militia commanding the three regiments raised in Rhode Island for service with Washington’s army at Boston.  The following June Greene received his Continental commission and two months later promoted to major general. His innate military skill soon made him Washington’s best-trusted subordinate.


After the miserable winter at Valley Forge, there were calls for a change in the quartermaster department, which had utterly failed in its ability to feed and clothe the army.  Greene was asked to take charge and remedy the situation.  Greene reluctantly accepted the offer by Washington and performed remarkably well reforming and reorganizing the department.  Greene’s new methods did not please all members of the Congress.  When they refused him a vote of confidence, Greene resigned in July 1780. 


His next assignment was to command the defenses of the upper Hudson River as replacement for the former commander, the treacherous Benedict Arnold.  Here, Greene would preside as head of the military trial that would hang Arnold’s accomplice, Major John Andre.


Following the disastrous Battle of Camden, South Carolina, in August 1780, Congress asked Washington to advise a replacement commander for the Southern Department.  Greene was immediately recommended and was appointed to command in October.  Taking charge of the remnants of the Southern Army in December, Greene’s conduct of the war in the South for the next three years was to be so successful that it broke the back of the British war effort in America.


During the Southern Campaign Greene used the same successful system of supply he had used under Washington.  To assure payment to his contractors he gave his personal guarantee.  At war’s end in 1783, Greene was forced to sell most of his personal property to retire these debts in his name.  While attempting to rebuild his finances he settled at “Mulberry Grove”, a plantation given to him and his wife, Catherine Littlefield Greene, and their five children, by the people of Georgia.  Here, in June 1786, Greene died from what may have been the complications of sunstroke.  Still in debt, Greene sadly never saw the beginning of the new country he had fought to create.


Charles, First Marquis and Second Earl Cornwallis, was born on December 31 1738 into an old and distinguished English family. Young Charles was schooled at Eton where an injury in a sports event left him with a permanent cast in one eye.  After Eton he entered the military school of Turin in Italy.  At the age of seventeen he was commissioned an ensign in the elite Brigade of Foot Guards and was at the famous battle of Minden in 1759 during the Seven Years War.  He was soon promoted to captain in the 85th Regiment of Foot.   In 1760 he was elected for the first time to the British Parliament starting a lifetime career in government and the military.  He was commissioned Lieutenant Colonel of the 12th Regiment of Foot and commanded a battalion in this unit at the Battle of Vellinghausen in July 1761.  In 1762 he became the Second Earl Cornwallis following the death of his father and assumed his seat in the House of Lords.  Although politically a Whig, he possessed enough court favor to obtain several important appointments by the monarchy.  He became Aide-de Camp to King George III in 1765 and then was promoted to a colonelcy in the 33rd Regiment of Foot in 1766.  In 1769 he accepted the government post of joint vice-treasurer of Ireland.  A year later he became Constable of the Tower of London and in 1775, when war seemed inevitable in the American colonies, Lord Charles, Second Earl Cornwallis, was promoted to the military rank of Major General in the British Army.


While in Parliament Cornwallis disagreed with many of the harsh acts that he felt were to punish the American colonies. When the American Revolution began in April 1775 and despite his opposition to the policies that had caused it, Earl Cornwallis dutifully accepted the King’s call to a command of troops in the colonies.   Serving under the command of Sir Henry Clinton, Cornwallis led British forces in the battle of Long Island in August 1776. Here, his military leadership and skills routed General GeorgeWashington’s rebel army out of New York City.  However, Cornwallis’s failure to defeat Washington in the battles of Princeton and Trenton in the winter of 1777 brought forth a severe reprimand from Clinton.  But, in the fall of 1777, as a divisional commander under General William Howe, he fared better in the battles of Brandywine and Germantown.  


In January 1778 he returned to England to accept a promotion to Lieutenant General.  In April he sailed back to America to become second in command to Clinton, now Commander in Chief in North America. Cornwallis personally led the British attack on Washington’s line at the Battle of Monmouth, New Jersey.  Here, In the blazing heat of June 1777, his forces struck a hard blow against the American right wing under the command of Washington’s talented subordinate, Major General Nathanael Greene.


In December 1778 Cornwallis returned to England again.  His wife, Jemima, whom he loved very dearly, was ill and dying.  For almost a year after her death, he remained at home with his two children.  Still grieving, Cornwallis returned to duty in America with the expectation of replacing the vain Clinton.  When the fire of war began to shift to the South, Cornwallis accompanied Clinton’s army to South Carolina.  After the fall of Charleston in May 1780 Clinton left Cornwallis to hold that important port city and restore crown authority to the South.  His plans for recruiting an army of loyalists and conducting a campaign that would secure British authority became the basis of British strategy in the Southern Campaign of 1780-81.  Initial British success at Camden and the establishment of bases throughout South Carolina led the British to enter North Carolina in the fall of 1780. After British reversals at Kings Mountain and Cowpens, Cornwallis and his small British army found itself on the offensive in the late winter of 1781 chasing the wily opponent Nathanael Greene across North Carolina into Virginia.  Exhausted and hungry after two months of chasing Greene, Cornwallis’s army retired to Hillsborough, NC, eager to destroy the rebels on their return.  On March 15 the two armies clashed at Guilford Courthouse.  Forcing the rebels from the field, Cornwallis’s smaller army suffered 27% casualties. Leading his now crippled army from the Piedmont to the coast of North Carolina, Cornwallis decided at Wilmington to march them north to join British forces holding tidewater Virginia.  After a summer of campaigning and fighting, Cornwallis’s army fortified the river port of Yorktown. Besieged by the allied French and American forces under George Washington, Cornwallis was forced to accept their terms of surrender on October 19.


Doomed in history as the general who lost the American colonies, Lord Cornwallis’s career was not damaged.  He was paroled to New York City where, in May 1782, he was exchanged for American diplomat Henry Laurens and returned to England. After the Treaty of Paris in 1783 Cornwallis faced a vengeful Henry Clinton who used the press to blame him for the British defeat.  In 1786 he left Great Britain to accept the government post of governor-general of India where he won recognition as a soldier and a capable colonial administrator.  Lord Cornwallis was made a marquis by King George III in 1793 and returned to England in 1794.  In 1797 he was sworn in as Commander in Chief and Governor-General of Ireland.  An aging and ill Cornwallis was recalled to India in 1805 where at the age of 66 and after a lifetime of service to king and country, he died.   
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COVER ILLUSTRATION:
A SOLDIER OF THE NORTH CAROLINA MILITIA, MARCH 1781. 


Service in the Militia was a colonial civic duty mandated by law.  The North Carolina Militia Act of 1774 required “all Freemen and Servants…between the Age of Sixteen and Sixty…”  to be subject to militia call. Each man was to furnish himself with a “well-fixed gun (preferably a smoothbore fowler or musket of about .75 caliber)...a Cartouche Box (a leather pouch for ammunition), Sword, Cutlass, or Hanger (short sword), and have at least Nine Charges of powder made into Cartridges and sizable Bullets or Swann Shot and three Spare Flints, a Worm (for cleaning the barrel) and a Picker (a wire to keep the barrel’s vent hole clear)…”. The Governor who appointed brigadier generals of districts commanded the State’s militia.  These districts covered the counties within. A colonel commanded county militia regiments and captains commanded its companies. Exemptions were made for men whose jobs were too important, such as government officials, clergymen, physicians, surgeons, schoolmasters (with more than ten “Scholars”), ferrymen, millers and ironworkers. Religious objectors, such as the Quakers and Moravians, were granted exemption from military service, but were required to pay a higher tax for it. 


The militiaman was never as professional a soldier as the British or Continental regular, but their numbers were important to every battle. At Guilford Courthouse on March 15, 1781, Major General Nathanael Greene of the Continental Army commanded a force of about 4,500 men—64% of them militiamen from North Carolina and Virginia. Once called out for service a militiaman’s term or “tour” was not to exceed three months, an important consideration for a general planning a battle.  


As the American Revolution continued beyond the first year, it was difficult for most militiamen to furnish themselves with all the required arms and equipment. State and military stores provided some of these tools of war, but they were usually inferior in quality to Continental issue.  No militia uniform was ever issued, the soldier making do with whatever he wore from home or could obtain while in service. 

COVER ILLUSTRATION: 

A SOLDIER OF THE FIRST MARYLAND REGIMENT, MARCH 1781. 


The Maryland Continental Line of seven regiments was detached from Washington's army in 1780 after Maryland had been made part of the Southern Department.  These dependable veterans served with the Southern Army throughout the campaign of 1780 and 1781, first with Horatio Gates, and after December 1780, under Nathanael Greene. Attrition forced Greene to reorganize these regiments in January 1781 into a single battalion—the First Maryland Regiment. 


At the battle of Guilford Courthouse on March 15, the Maryland Brigade, made up of the First Maryland and the newly arrived Second Maryland, was actively engaged in the climactic fighting on the third line.  After the battle, the Maryland Brigade accompanied the Southern Army back to South Carolina and fought in most of the remaining battles of the American Revolution in the southern states.  Maryland recalled her troops at the end of the American Revolution and mustered them out of service at Annapolis in 1783. 


The soldier’s blue woolen regimental coat, trimmed with red facings for the Middle Atlantic States, and the .69 caliber Model 1763 musket were tangible gifts of the French Alliance of 1778.  

DRUMMER, FIRST MARYLAND REGIMENT, 1781


Musicians were essential to the functioning of Revolutionary War armies. Beyond furnishing a musical relief from the drudgery of marching and mundane camp and garrison duties, drums were vitally important in communicating orders in battle and regulating the soldiers’ daily life.  18th-century drums had wooden or brass shells with two wooden hoops.  The drum and snare heads were of sheepskin tightened on the shell by linen ropes and leather tugs.  Individual regimental badges or designs decorated the shells of the units in Cornwallis’ British Army; those in the Greene’s American Continental Army were usually plain or painted in a specified color.  Militia companies also carried drums that may have been either plain or painted (see below).

Fifers contributed, too, as musicians.  Just as the drum, the fife’s high-pitched sound could be heard at great distances and over the din of battle.  Fifes and drums were used by the majority of military musicians.  Some military bands, especially those from Europe, might also include a variety of horns, percussion, and other instruments.


Drummers and fifers were assigned to every company of infantry. In formation, drummers stood near the captain ready to beat a signal echoing his commands to the troops. To quickly recognize the whereabouts of these important soldiers, musicians traditionally wore coats opposite in color to the infantrymen with whom they served.  So, while Maryland infantry wore blue regimental coats with red facings (collar, cuffs and lapels) representing the Middle Atlantic States (Maryland, Delaware, Pennsylvania and Virginia); Maryland musicians wore red coats with blue facings.
REVOLUTIONARY WAR DRUM


This Revolutionary War period drum and drumsticks, their history says, were used in the battle of Guilford Courthouse on March 15, 1781, by Luther Clark, a North Carolina militiaman.  Clark’s drum bears a painted image of a rosy-cheeked face centered on a panoply of 18th-century arms and flags.  


This rare and unique historical piece associated with the battle is preserved as an important part of the collection of the National Park Service.  Today, it is displayed along with other artifacts of the battle in the visitor center museum at Guilford Courthouse National Military Park in Greensboro, North Carolina.
BACK COVER ILLUSTRATION

MILITIA SOLDIER’S EQUIPMENT


The militia was the citizen-soldier of the American Revolution.  Service in the Militia was a colonial civic duty mandated by law.  The North Carolina Militia Act of 1774 required “all Freemen and Servants…between the Age of Sixteen and Sixty…”  to be subject to militia call. Each man was to furnish himself with a “well-fixed gun (preferably a smoothbore fowler or musket of about .75 caliber)...a Cartouche Box (a leather pouch for ammunition), Sword, Cutlass, or Hanger (short sword), and have at least Nine Charges of powder made into Cartridges and sizable Bullets or Swann Shot and three Spare Flints, a Worm (for cleaning the barrel) and a Picker (a wire to keep the barrel’s vent hole clear)…”. 

The militiaman was never as professional a soldier as the British or Continental regular, but their numbers were important in every battle. At Guilford Courthouse, Major General Nathanael Greene commanded a force of about 4,500 men—64% of them militiamen from North Carolina and Virginia. Once called out for service a militiaman’s term or “tour” was not to exceed three months, an important consideration for a general planning a battle.  As the American Revolution continued beyond the first year, it was difficult for most militiamen to furnish themselves with all the required arms and equipment. State and military stores provided some of these tools of war, but they were usually inferior in quality to Continental issue.  No militia uniform was ever issued, the soldier making do with whatever he wore from home or could obtain while in service. 
BACK COVER ILLUSTRATION:

SOLDIER OF THE THIRTY-THIRD REGIMENT OF FOOT, 1781.


This British Army regiment had a distinguished record going back to its formation in 1702.  Designated the 33rd Regiment 1751, this infantry unit arrived from the West Indies at Cape Fear, North Carolina, in early 1776 and was sent to join the first attack on Charleston, South Carolina.  Afterward, it was sent north and fought in the New York and Philadelphia campaigns. In 1779 it was again sent to the south to engage in the second siege of Charleston.  After the fall of this seaport in May 1780, the 33rd campaigned with the army of Lord Cornwallis, their titular colonel, and fought in the battles of Camden and Charlotte under their commander Colonel James Webster. 


After Cowpens they marched from Winnsborough, South Carolina, with Cornwallis in his pursuit of Morgan’s American force across North Carolina to Virginia.  In March 1781 they fought at Wetzell’s Mill and, on March 15, at Guilford Courthouse. In this battle, the regiment was part of the left wing commanded by now Brigadier General Webster.  After Guilford the 33rd continued with Cornwallis’s army to Wilmington and then into Virginia.  Following the surrender at Yorktown in October 1781 the regiment was interned until paroled in 1783.  Remnants of the regiment arrived in Halifax in September 1783.


The uniform coat was red with red facings. The soldier’s pewter buttons were marked with the numeral “33”. Buttonhole lace (braid), sewn into a distinctive bastion-shaped loop, was white with a single red line through the middle. For rough campaigning in the South they wore brown woolen trousers and black half-gaiters. Today, the regiment is The Duke of Wellington’s West Riding Regiment.
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