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WCHP Preservation Projects

Menor’s Ferry Deck
Replacement

Menor’s Ferry was built by homesteader
Bill Menor in the late 189os. Until the
installation of the Menor’s Ferry, access
to the eastern side of the Snake River was
limited to the dry season as high water
made the river all but impassable. The
reconstructed ferry operation is among a
few remaining examples of this historic
river crossing technique. The WCHP
crew completed a re-decking project on
the ferry in summer 2009, further
extending the life of this unique piece of . 3 ;
transportation history. Menor’s Ferry Deck Replacement.

——

Murie Ranch Outhouse
Preservation

The Murie Ranch Historic Districtis a
nationally significant landmark for its
association with the Murie’s and their
contributions to conservation,
biological science, and natural resource
management. The Murie Ranch
outhouses, although no longer in use,
are important cultural landscape
features. Harsh winter weather and
eroding soil left the outhouses in
critical condition. With no visible
foundations, the outhouses were
sinking into the ground and several
were on the verge of collapse. Much of
the roof and wall material was damaged
or missing, and two outhouses had
already collapsed. The six remaining
outhouses were stabilized on solid
ground and new foundations of

Craig Crafton works on reconstructing a Murie Ranch concrete piers and pressure treated
Outhouse in the WCHP shop. wood were constructed. The two
collapsed outhouses were not rebuilt
due to their deteriorated state.




WCHP Projects, Continued

Beaver Creek Residence #8
Log Repair

The Beaver Creek housing area is part
of the Old Administrative Area Historic
District, locally significant for its
association with NPS Rustic
architecture. In October 2009, trainees
Greg Wolcot and Mark Donahue from
the PAST program came to Grand
Teton to learn log end replacement, and
helped replace log crowns at Beaver
Creek #8. Beaver Creek #8 had log
failure in several purlin and wall log
ends. Repairs ranged from correcting
earlier repairs to full replacements of
log crowns.

Log replacement at
Beaver Creek

Beaver Creek

Zion National Park Grotto
Residence Preservation

The Grotto at Zion National Park was
constructed in 1924 to serve as a contact
station and museum. In 1936 it was
converted into park living quarters.
Since the conversion, the structure has
been commonly refered to as the Grotto
Residence. The WCHP was contracted
by Zion National Park to provide
preservation services and craft
assistance for the Grotto Residence
preservation project.

During winter 2009, windows were
repaired or reproduced at the WCHP
shop in Grand Teton. The Grotto’s
historic casement windows and screen
doors received conservation work, new
glazing compound, and replacement of
failed fabric where appropriate. One
new casement window was fabricated
for installation and new kitchen cabinets

were fabricated to replicate the historic
appearance. WCHP staff also
reproduced 16 new casement windows
for Zion’s Pine Creek Residence #3.

The WCHP crew performed the
following preservation work onsite in
Zion National Park during spring 2009:

A Repaired window screens and installed
new screen material at all operable
window locations.

A Stabilized masonry window lintels and
repointed masonry joints where
necessary.

A Repaired or replaced historic plaster in
kitchen in concert with cabinet
installation.

A Repaired deteriorated timber
outlookers in roof gables.

A Repaired deteriorated window sills
and jambs in preparation for
reinstallation of casement sashes.

Work on the Grotto in Zion, April
and May, 2009

Clockwise from top left: Completed
kitchen cabinets; Repairing the roof;
Exterior work
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WCHP Contracted Projects

4 Lazy F Dude Ranch
Caretaker House and Barn
Stabilization

The 4 Lazy F Dude Ranch National
Register Historic District is an example
of late period dude ranch construction.
The caretaker house and barn needed
stabilization work to correct structural
problems and prevent further loss of
historic integrity. Grand Teton intends
to use the caretaker house for seasonal
park employee housing and the barn is
currently used for park storage. A
contractor was hired to perform
preservation work and the project is
slated for completion during FY2o10.

Caretaker house stabilization includes
log repair and roof replacement. On the
east elevation, a sill log and wall log will
be replaced and repairs made to log ends.
The entire roof system will be repaired or
replaced.

Barn stabilization work includes
foundation repair, log repair, and roof
support member repair. The failed
foundation on the eastern elevation will
be replaced with new concrete piers.
The deteriorated sill log and a portion of
the second course on the east elevation
will be replaced. Two failed rafter posts
in the east shed roof will be removed and
replaced.

Foundation stabilization at the Caretakers
Cabin, 4 Lazy F.

Brinkerhoff Lodge, repaired deck and new stairs

Brinkerhoff Lodge
Preservation

The Brinkerhoff Lodge is significant as
the only remaining example of a Forest
Service lease vacation home within what
isnow Grand Teton National Park. The
Brinkerhoff Lodge, designed by
architect Jan Wilding in 1946, is an
example of post-WWII rustic
architecture. Perched on Jackson Lake
with stunning views of Mount Moran
and the Teton Range, the Brinkerhoff
has a commanding presence with its
Swedish-inspired log work and
asymmetrical rooflines. After the
National Park Service acquired the

property in the late 1950s, the lodge was
converted to a retreat for visiting
dignitaries. The lodge is currently used
as lodging and meeting space for visiting
NPS staff and others visiting the park on
official NPS business.

In July 2009, preservation carpenters at
WCHP completed a number of tasks at
the Brinkerhoff. They repaired the deck,
including power washing the surface and
replacing a number of deteriorating deck
boards. They also repaired and re-hung
the upstairs pocket closet doors,
refinished the trim around exterior vents,
repaired two screen doors, and took
preventative measures against pests,
including replacing and securing mesh
vent screens. WCHP also assessed the
building for future restoration, including
planned siding repairs where
woodpeckers have damaged the boards,
and ceiling tile replacement, where water
has damaged the homasote tiling.

In fall 2009 Abegglen Construction,
working with the Center, rebuilt the log
stairs and re-graded the area surrounding
the stairs. The existing stairs on the north
side of the Brinkerhoff Lodge posed a
safety problem due to large stair treads
and uneven riser heights. The loose
gravel leading up to the stairs was
slippery and also posed a safety hazard.
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WCHP Contracted Projects, Cont.

Highlands Community
Building Chimney and
Foundation Repair

Substantially rebuilt in the 1940s and
early 1950s, the Highlands was the last
privately owned and operated auto
camp/resort complex constructed in
Grand Teton National Park. The
National Park Service bought the
Highlands property in 1972 and has since
used the cabins as living quarters for
seasonal employees.

Preservation work on the Highlands
Community Building chimney was
conducted in 2008 and 2009. Due to
differential settlement, the northwest
corner of the foundation dropped 5
inches relative to the rest of the stucture.
This caused the chimney to crack along
its mortar joints and the corners of the
chimney to push against the associated
roof purlins. The interior of the chimney
cracked at stress joints and the floor
sloped towards the northwest corner. In
the fall 2008 the chimney was raised and
leveled by hydraulic jacks and supported
by a foam injection system. This
subsequently rectified the sloped floor.

In 20009, repairs were made to the
chimney and associated foundation. The
damaged portion of the chimney was
dismantled. The chimney was then
reconstructed in the same configuration
using original and in-kind bricks set with
new mortar. The failed northwest corner
foundation was replaced with a new
concrete footer and stem wall.

Repaired brickwork at Highland'’s
Community Building

Menor’s Ferry Historic
District Preservation

The Menor’s Ferry Historic District is a
highly visited cultural site in the park,

with over two million visitors each year.

In addition to the ferry, the other
structures within the district provide
interpretation of an early homestead
with an operating store, smokehouse,
storehouse, well, and outhouse. The
transportation barn houses a collection
of turn of the century wagons, carriages
and horse drawn vehicles that help to
interpret other early forms of
transportation in the West.

The WCHP project, which is still in-
progress and due to be completed during
FY 2010, is focused on the transportation
barn and homestead.

Repairs to the transportation barn
completed in 2009 include replacing
rotted sill logs, purlins, and log crown
ends in-kind. Planned homestead
preservation includes replacing
deteriorated dimensional wood,
replacing rotted sill logs, partially
replacing rotted wall logs, and protecting
the structure from weather damage, rot,
and rodent infestation. The top layer of
wood roofing boards on the homestead
will also be replaced.

Menor’s Ferry
Historic District.
Roof and siding
repair

Right: Hydrolic lift system installation,

Highland’s Community Building

New foundations in place. The I-beam was
used to support the log structure during
foundation installation
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WCHP Volunteer Projects

Bar BC Cabin Re_rooﬁng volunteer group from Vertical Media
placed asphalt roll roofing on some of
Grand Teton National Park plans to the most critical and deteriorated

preserve the Bar BC Ranch foruseasan ~ Structures.
interpretive site, however a
comprehensive work plan will not be
started until completion of the White
Grass Dude Ranch rehabilitation project.
Accordingly, the park aims to effectively
‘mothball’ the structures until a later date
when rehabilitation work can be
prioritized and funded. Countless
volunteer hours have already enabled the
park to successfully ‘mothball’ much of
the site, however several buildings
required a roof repair due to wind and
snow damage. On July 30,2009 a

Volunteers reroof a Bar-BC cabin.

Bar BC Corral Rebuild

The Bar BC Ranch is a popular site for
horseback tours through Grand Teton.
However, because the historic hitching
post was no longer extant and the
corral had fallen into disrepair, horses
were being tied to trees. In July 2009,
Grand Teton’s Youth Conservation
Program reconstructed the corral and
began reconstructing the hitching post.
WCHP staff completed the hitching
post later in the summer. Both

Bar BC Corral Rebuild structures can now be used to tether
horses, preventing further damage to
the landscape.

Hartgrave Barn Dismantle

The Hartgrave property, though
brimming with a colorful past,
unfortunately lacks enough integrity to
merit preservation. Fortunately,
however, the buildings themselves
contain materials that are of great value
in preserving other historically
significant structures throughout the
park. As part of the park’s initiative to
promote more sustainable building
practices, Grand Teton’s Youth
Conservation Program dismantled the Hartgrave Barn before and after
Hartgrave barn. Materials were sorted

and salvageable materials prepared for

reuse.
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WCHP Volunteer Projects, Cont.

Luther Taylor Cleanup and
Stabilization

Though the Luther Taylor property has
long been recognized as an icon of
Jackson’s homesteading past, the site has
never been listed on the National
Register of Historic Places and
consequently never been protected
under the National Historic Preservation
Act. The park is currently in the process
of seeking such a designation and needed
help preventing further degradation to
the site. The former sod roof has
collapsed into the interior of the building
and is causing accelerated deterioration
to the sill logs. To slow down that
degradation, dirt, plants, and debris
needed to be removed from the base of
the cabin. On July 9, 2009 a volunteer
group from the Teton Science School
began cleaning out the inside of the
structure. On August 6, 2009 another
volunteer group from Dubbe-Moulder
Architects finished cleaning out the
interior and around the perimeter of the
structure. The Dubbe-Moulder group
also erected braces to help stabilize the
building. These volunteer projects are
essential to the future of this cultural
resource and will enable future
preservation of the site.

Murie Ranch Outhouse
Preservation

On July 22, 2009 a volunteer group from
the Teton Science School helped
complete the WCHP’s Murie Ranch
Outhouse preservation project.
Fieldstones and dirt were placed
underneath the newly reconstructed
outhouses to hide the new concrete pier
foundations. The unsalvageable material
from the old, deteriorated outhouses was
removed from the site.

WCHP and Dubbe Moulder staff at the Luther Taylor property

6 2009 Annual Report




