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Overview

OVERVIEW

The General Management Plan / Wilder-
ness Study / Environmental Impact
Statement (GMP/WS/EIS) for Great Sand
Dunes National Park and Preserve
provides comprehensive guidance for
managing the Great Sand Dunes over the
next 15 to 20 years. This summary and the
full document are the culmination of a
collaborative process that began in 2003.
The planning process explored and
evaluated four alternatives, recommended
a preferred alternative, and resulted in the
final plan.

This general management plan (GMP) is
needed because the previous 1977 master
plan for Great Sand Dunes National
Monument is outdated, and because the
park was significantly expanded in 2000.
The Great Sand Dunes National Park and
Preserve Act (2000) enlarged the national
monument almost four-fold, authorized
conversion of the national monument to a
national park, and established the Great
Sand Dunes National Preserve. The
wilderness study is included as part of this
GMP because of legislation, public interest,
and timeliness. The GMP also includes an
evaluation of wild and scenic rivers. Issues
addressed by the GMP include protection
of fundamental park resources and values,
management of new park lands, public
access, crowding/overuse, and develop-
ment and uses in and around the park.

Public involvement for the Great Sand
Dunes National Park and Preserve GMP
included:
A one preliminary community-based
workshop (about 40 participants)

A twelve public meetings in five
communities (total attendance
about 222)

A four wilderness hearings in four
communities (testimony by about
50 individuals)

A five newsletters (334 comments
received)

A sixty-day public review of the draft
GMP (3,394 comments received)

A quarterly (or more often) Great
Sand Dunes Advisory Council
[advisory council] public meetings
since January 2003)

A numerous informal and formal
meetings in communities by the
advisory council, park
superintendent, and park staff

The GMP provides overall guidance for the
new national park and preserve. Desired



