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PREFACE

Oblectives, 1962 Archeological Fiald Season

Howard Baker, Regional Director, Midwest Regfon, National Park Service,

established the objectives of the 1962 Archeological Field Season in a

let.ter to Russell W. Fridley, Director of the Minnesota Historical Society,

dated July 6, 1962, (H2251A). These are paraphrased below:

A.

C..

Explore traditional site of the "XY" Company post which was
thought to be east of Grand Portage Creek and south of Cook
County Highway No. 17. 1If a fur trade post or other structures
vere found, delimit the northern and eastern limits of them, Ai;o
search for evidences of French occupation prior to 1760.

Search the areas of Features 14, 15, and 16, excavated by Dr.
Eldon Johnson in 1961, to more fully appraise and {dentify them.
The Park Service wished to know how far significant remains {n
this area extended to the north and east. These features were
éituated east of Grand Portage Creek and north of Cook County
Highuay No. 17.

Excavations were also to be made in the locality of Feature 18,
also excavated by Dr. Johnson in 1961; to delimit materials in
this area. This feature was located east of Grand Portage Creek,

south of Cook County Highway No. 17, and north of a small grove

of fir trees.

A sunrary report on the areas to be preserved was to be submitted to Mr.
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Bakar by October 1, 1962,

Corrad, Wirth, Director of the National Park Service, had visited the
monument earlier in the summer and had made a tentative selection of

this small h{ll as the site for a projected Visitor's Canter. Hence, there
was & need for rapid excavations to determine if there had béen any ex-
tensive occupancy of the area discussed above during the fur trade period,

Therefore, the Minnssota Historical Society agreed to enter into a cooperae-

tive exploration of the site.
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INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT CONCERNING THE ARCHEOLOGICAL EXCAVATIONS

Exploratory archeological excavations were made in a portion of the
Crand Portage Nationmal Honuﬁent from July 16 to August 15, 1962 by a crew
of local Indians under the direction of Alan R. Woolworth , Museum Curator,
Minnesota Historical Bociety. The major excavations were made on a low
hill which lies south of Cook County Highway No. 17, immediately east of
Grand Portage Creek, and which slopes downward_co Lake Superior. The
primary objective of this search was to find the remains of a fur trade

post which was thought to have been {n this area.

At the start of the season, the site was overgrown with dense grass
which had to be removed with hand scythes. Some brush was present in the
lcwer areas tovard Grand Portage Creek, and a swampy region was encountered
near the lake shore. A modern planting of fir trees was a problem near

the eastern portion of the area explored.

The excavations were confined to locations which did not present any
mijor problems in terms of topography as the site elevations ranged from
602 feet at the lake shore to 616 feet immediately south of Cook County
Highway No. 17. The general slope of the land was of course dowrmward to

Grand Portage Creek and to Lake Superior.

During these excavations, four adult human burials, most probably
Chippewa Indians, ca. 1800-1825, were found. All of the burials vere
oriented with the heads to the west and the feet to the east. Anong mate

erifals found with the burials were: brass bracelets, brass finger rings,
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8 rusted fire steel, an adze, a corroded copper kattle, coiled brass wire
hair ornaments, and black and white tubular (canon) beads. These arti-
facts are excellent display materials, and will be cleaned, repaired, and

returned to Grand Portage for eventual display in a museun.

These burials were not made in a formal graveyard, but were randoa
interments made over a considerable period of time, and so remote that local
Indian traditions do not agree as to the existence of burials at this locat-
fon. All skeletons were in poor condition, making it difficult to accurate-

ly determine the age and sex of the individuals.

A condiderable quantity of 19th Century manufactured materials such
as clay pipe fragments, "cut" or "square™ nails, pieces of porcelain and
eartherware dishes, beads, brass cartridge cases and bottle fragnents were
found during the excavations. The bulk of these materials are modern,
dating from around 1885-1910, and do not warrant an elaborate description.
These specimens were cataloged, and carefully examined to determine their

approximate ages and places of origin.

Of much interest, but modern in date (ca. 1890-1900) was a log cabin
cellar which contained a great quantity of objects. Many tools associated
with logging were recovered here. Among them were: four cant hooks, two
axes, pikes, shackle bolts, etc. Rat traps, files, broken dishes, cart-
ridge cases, and many other ftems were found. Perhaps most interesting
were 8 earthernware jugs ranging in size from 1/2 gallon to 3 gallons., Four

of them still held grease, probably once used in cooking. Although relative-
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ly modern, these artifacts will tell much about life on the Grand Portage

Indian Reservation in the late 15th Century.

No positive evidence of a fur trade fort was found though a puzzling
stockade or palisade was found about 100! east of the hill fnitially test-
ed (seea map). This palisade extended for about sixty feet {n an east-west
direction, and was {ndicated by the presence of a 1ine of rotted posts
vhich were placed butt to butt in a shallow trench about 12 inches below
the ground surface. A number of artifacts were found in this area and will
be an aid i{n determining the age of these remains. Further excavation will

be needed to delimit and fdentify this feature.

Toward the close of the excavations, a prehistoric, probably pre-
pottery, lithic site was found. (See map). A finely flaked projectile
point, a knife, three scrapers, and number of flint chips definitely de.
monstrate that a group of prehistoric Indians once 1ived and hunted at
Grand Portage many hundreds of years ago. There is a good probability
that this material may be from that vague period called "Archaic®, and
perhaps 3,000 to 4,000 years old. Whatever the dating, this portion of
the site must be given a much fuller excavation so that wmore data can be
accumlated for a precise fdentification of these remains, their affinities,
and age. An important new chapter in the history of Grand Portage was un-

covered with the discovery of this handful of artifacts.

It 1s not possible to discuss every artifact that was uncovered.
This report will describe and discuss only those {tems that are significant

in terms of diagnostic traits or which are of considerable antiquity,
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The writer would like to acknowledge the great assistance given during
this season's excavations by his wife, Rancy L. Woolworth, and a crew come
posed of the following Grand Portage residents: Paul J. Le Carde, Wilfred
Montferrand, Fred Olson, Norman Deschampes, James Thilbault, Theodore
Deschampes, Sam Deschampes, Blaze Cyretts, and Lex Porter. Monument Ranger
Theodore Bucknell, Momument Historian Robert Riley, and Superintendent
Elfott Davis were uniformly helpful throughout the field work. Dr. Lloyd
A. Wilford, Professor Emeritus, Department of Anthropology, University of
Minnesota, fdentified the skeletal remains. David Nystuen, Historic Sites
Archeologist, Minnesota Historical Society, raevised this manuscript report,
prepared the plates for 1it, and did many other tedious tasks associated

with-{ts completion.
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ARCITEQLOGICAL EXCAVATIONS

Survey Methods

A conventional archeological grid system was laid cut over the areas

to be excavatad. This systen was based on one established in this
portion of the wonument by Dr. Eldon Johngson, Department of Anthropology,
University of Miannesota, {a 1961. 1n general, the grid systex used in

1562 was marely an extension of that established by Dr. Johnson.

1a 1962, this grid systen was extended westward from Stake O West-100
South to 250 West-100 South. Also, an cast-west line was extended west-
ward from the 1961 O-0 Stake a distance of 200' to 200 West-0 South. At
this point, a stecl 4rill rod 1" in diamcter and about &4' in length,
was driven well finto the so0il at the edge of the easternm end of the
southarn abuttmant of the stone bridge which crosses Crand Portage
Creek. Cook County Hfghway No. 17 runs over this bridge. Thereafter,

a nortbesouth line was estsblished from this point southward a distance
of 300' to Staks 200 West-300 South. As the excavations progressod
during the field season, other north-scuth lines for excavation weore
laid out. A series of eaat-west lines were also set up as they wers

nceded. (Sce Map Ot;d List of Trenches Excavated).

Towards the end of tha field season, a NPS survey team undar leslie
Fuggettf and Clifford lLantz, made & survey of this portion of the
oonunent. Thefir survey was based on a secquence of 100! squares and

2' contours. Subsequently, their map was mada the basis for the "1962
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Archeological Base Map®” which {s a portion of this report. Many of
thoir stake designations ere marksd theroon to provide a permanent

foundation for this field scason's excavations.

Happing

Standard archeolozical mathods of mappiog wors used. A plans tabls was
sat up at a central point wvhere all of tha areas could be sesn and sizhts
talken on a rod with a telescopic alidada. Distances were measursad with
a stecl tape {rom a stake situated under the axact center of the plane
table. When the HPS survay had reached this area, thefr stakes which
rarked ths corners of 100t squares, wars plotted onto the archeological
wap. This cap was made on a basis of 1" equals 40'. Thereafter, s

tracing vas made of it and blue print reproductions made on a one to

oot ratioce.

Excavation lathods

‘In genaral, & series of north-south trenchas were excavated at 25!
intervala across the entire width of this sxmall hill. Uheon circurstances
required it, sast-west tronches were excavated at right angles to the
north-south trenches. All tranches wvero 18'' in width and wers excavate
ed into undisturbed soil. The averags depth was 247. Uhen burfals or
athar features of intersst wers encountered, the trenches were videned
into larger areas sufficient to ercocpass the features [ound. At tiwmes,
a serias of squares 5' on & side were stakad out and excavated. Thess

squares were extended unti{l the feature had been fully delimited and

explored.
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Trenching, howsver, wvas the major method of excavation used. 1t was
adopted as t was casily controlled by ons or two supervisors and alloved
the most economical method of testing large arcas in a relatively short
pariod of time. Further, the assumption was that such a series of
trenches would intersect with any major fur trade structures or stockade

tranch lines.

At times, topographic considerations such as the stasp slope of a hill
vould naks it nocessary to deviata from am East-Yest line. Tha traenches
were carried southward {nto the bsach gravels of lake Suparior vhere
vater was found at an average depth of 18%, A large marshy area south

of ths old road and between it and Lakas Superior procluded excavation

in this area.

A total of more than 3,000 lineal feat of trenchas vas excavated during
the course of the ficld scason. A tabulation 1isting these trenchss
4ccocpanies this report, and will be found in the appondix.

Soil profiles wers consistent throughout the ares tested. A typical

ous follows: sod, dark huwms mixed with scall gravel to a depth of 5°;
yellow clay mixed with small gravel to a depth of 16"; larze glactally
deposited stonas thereafter. Generally, glacial gravels undarlie the

glacisl stones, and continue to a great depth.,

The Excavations

The finitial cxcavations were mads in a small area east of Grand Portage
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Creek and north of Cook County Highway No. 17, Here, & number of tha
test pits openod by Dr. Elden Johnson in 1961 Were reopencd. Special
attention was given to his Featurss 14, 15, 4nd 16 which consisted of
& probable lodge or wigwam floor, and an "L" shaped 1ine of £{eld stones
which were probably an old houss foundation. The objective was to more

fully appraise and fdentify these remains,

No significant discoverics were made {n this area, and the testing had
sliost been conpleted on July 17th when Eliote Davis, Superintendent of
the Monument, arrived and insisted that vork be commenced frmediately
on the hill south of the nearby County Highway, Howard Paker's lettear
of July 6th was shoun as a Justtfiucion for more fully exploring these
fextures, but as Mr. Davis stil} objected, our efforts were shifted
southward. A strong possibility exists that one or wore vigwam sites

iy be found in this locality, and additional excavations should be

tiade here {n the future.

The major excavations of the field sezason Were made on the low hill
lying fissediately east of Crand Portage Creek and south of Cook County
Fighway Ro. 17. 'hu prismary objective of excavations in this area was

to search for the remains of a fur trade post which vas thought to be

located nearby.

A nucber of significant discoveries were made in this area; and they are

described hereafter in the body of this report.



(12)

Burials
During the course of exploratory trenching, four shallow primary burfals
of adult Chippeva Indians wers encountered. These burisls were not made
in & formal graveyard, but were randoa intercents made over a consider-
able perfod of tire, and at a remots enough pariod so that nona of the
locsl Indians knew of their axistence. Speculation would indicats that
thess burifals were probadly rade after the abandormment of the nearby
Rorth Uest Company post in 1803, and prior to 1337 whan a permanent
Roman Catholic Mission was bogun at Crand Portazae and soms afforts were
made to keap uritten records concerning the native population of this
locality. By 1855, an Indian Department warehouss was buflt at the
foot of the hill on which the burials vere found and a permanent

aployes was on hand,

Althoush none of the 1local Chippeva know of burials being made at this
locaticn, one individual stated that in "the o_ld dzys™ thoe Chippaous
would come {n their cances to &reas such as thig and zake burfals of
relatives in soft sandy solls. There are, in all probability, & mmber
of other Chippewa burials remaining on this hill, but they will be dis-

covered only by intensive trenching or stripping of the top sofl.

Each burial was orientad with the head to the vest and thoe feet to the
sast. 7wo burials were fully extended and two of them had partially

flexad legs. In two instances, the arms were fully extended alongside
the body. Tho other tws individuals varicd in that one of thex had an

arn folded across its abdominal region, and the other appcared to have
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its hands {n the region of the head. All of these burtals had been
covered with cedar and birch bark to keop the sofl from contact with
then. There was no evidence to indfcate that the custonary Chippewva
"grave houses* of birch bark on a pole [rarswork or of rough boards

had ever becn placed ovor any of thess graves.

All of the burials wers accovpanied by varying kinds and arounts of grave
8oods. The 801l in and arcund thom was therofore carefully scraened to
recover beads and other stall artifaces. Unfortunstely, all of thase
skeletons were in poor condftion making 1t difficole to accurataly
deterzine the age and sex of the individuals. Fone of the graves were
deopor than 187, and three of them ware approxtimately 12" $¢n depth. at
about this depth, a clay subsofl occurs which contains numerocus glacial
cobbles and boulders which would make disping almost tmpossible without
steal tools such as pick axes and shovels.

Burial No. 1: This burtal wvas found at 20031508, It vas a primary

burial mide approximately 14" below the ground surface. Ths body had
baan interred on its back with the arms ez:endcd.nlong aither side of
tha torso. The hoad was pointed approxirately West. The legs wers
flexed at the hips to accomodate the body 4n & short pit. They vers
flaxed to tho left, with the legs sharply bent at the bnees.

The burial had bezen made in a roughly rectangular pit which was 26"
wide North-South by 47" Pagttest. The body was coversd with what

appeared to be a layer of codar bark froc the crest of the sku:il to
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slightly below the hips. Badly dacorposed birch bark wvas also found
with the burial, but at randem locatfons. The sksleton vas in s very
poor condition. The skull was coupressad to such an extont that it was
recognizable only by the teeth. The rest of the skeloton vas compressed
to & thickness of about two inches. This skoleton was the most poorly
preserved of the four burfals found at the site. Perhaps this might

be taken as an {ndication that it vas of a greater antiquity than the
other. (Figure 1; Plate 4).

Considerable quantities of grave poods vere found with this
burial. The materials, vhich tncluded carrings, beads, & flint and
firesteal, bracelets, cloth, rings, a knife, and a medallion, were

\

lecated around the nock, the abdominal cavity, and the wrists,

Farring? (Fo. 21CK6, 1962, Fo. 10). A "ball and cone™ earring of
shieet silver was found near the loft of the skull vhere 1t hed fallen as
the ear Jecorposed. It consists of three parts. These are: & vire ring
peasuring 1/27 x £/8" which would have bean inscrted into the ear lobe;
8 bollov ball suspended from this ring, which was 1/4” {n dfareter and
vhich bore a loop at its lovest end; and a swall cone 3/8" long and 1/4"
in diamcter at its widest point (Plate [3 8

Beads: 1ost of the beads recovered with this burial ware foend in
the reglon of the neck where they had once formed a necklace or chokar

in several rows. It was iopossible to remove them in order as they vers

wmuch disturbed. A total of 453 white cane beads (No. 1); 493 black cane
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beads (Ro. 2); and 207 vhite barrel beads (No. 3) wers found hers. The
Cane beads were circular in cross section with sharp ends. They were
ranufactured by breaking long canes or sticks of glass tubing fnto bead
lengths. These spocimans averaged from 1/8" to 3/16" {n dianeter and
their lensths ranged from 1/8" to 3/16". Both black and white cane
boads are of & glossy, opaque glass frit. The barrel beads have the
form of small cylinders with tapered ends. They avarage 1/8" {n diareter
by 1/4" {n length. They weres apparently made of & buff ceranic paste
which wvas covered with a glossy white glaze. 1In wany cases, this glaze
was destroyed by burial, and the beads are extrecely fragile. 1t ig
possible that:there are two typas of barrel beads hers; these would be
glazed and unglared varieties. A mxber of these beads are cowplete and

may be wholly composed of an opaque white glass frit.

Ten translucent blue cana beads (Fo. 4a) wers also recovered with
this burfal. They are from 3/32" vo 1/8" in diavater and 3/16% §n
length. A single barrel shaped opaque white bead was recovered (No. 4b),
At one time, it had four glass sets in it, but all of them are now
missing. It 1s 1/4" in dianeter aﬁd 1/2" $n lonzgth. Also found with
the burial wore 55 black opaque wire wound beads (No. 4c). They have a
sub cylindrical form, but their edges were rounded. They are from 1/8"

to 3/32" fn diaceter and 1/8" to 1/4* tn length. (Plate 4).

Flint and Firesteal: (MNos. 6 and 5). Thaese specicens vere found

in the left portfion of the abdominal cavity of the sksleton. The gun

flint found with the firesteel was wuch vorn by usage. 1t had probably
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been used in a flintlock cusket until badly worn and was then used with
the firesteel, or was rarely placed with the firestesl as a grave offar-
ing by soreons who did not valua 1t. One face of {t has a rounded hesl
which shows no signs of wear; the opposits or striking face 1s badly
worn. 1ts dicvensions are: 1 1/16" long, 3/4" wide, and 1/4* thick at the
heel. The color s gray, but it changes to a honsy color when held to®

a strong light. Similar gun flints are thought to be of French origin,

Bracelets: (Xos. 7 and 8). Two bracelets of sheat copper wers
found vith the burfal. One was on each wrist. The specimen from the
left wrist was brolen into S pieces. When {nzact, it had beon 1 1/16"
wide at its widest point, and about S long. 1Its thickness was 1/32" and
1t had been about 2 1/2" across when tntact. of particular interest are
the native modifications on this object. These consist of sxbossed or
punctured designs probably made with the point of an avl. Theay were
oade [rom the fnnar face of the bracelet to the outar face. The outer
perirater of the bracelat bears a continuous rov of these dots in the
shaps of a long rectangle with tounded ends. Thers are six ezbossed

cross designs within this rectangle; all of them are in a straight row

The bracelet from the right wrist was broken into four pieces.
Originally, it had measured § 5/16" wide at 1ts widest point, and was
sbout 5" long. 1ts thicknass wvas 1/32", and 1t also had been about 2 1/2-
across when complete. In the center of the bracelet was a "zig-zag" de-

sign. The apex of the "aig” was about 1/2" high, and the base about iv






