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PREFACE

This report on Grand Portage National Monument is in ef=-
fect a basic data study, although the criteria for such was
developed after the report was in progress. The study has
been prepared in accordance with Historical Resource Study
Proposal, Grand Portage-H-lc, "Grand Portage: A History of
French, British, and United States Usage, ca. 1660-1842."

The following article was unintentionally omitted fron
the bibliography; its contribution to the report is hereby
recognized: Nancy L. Woolworth, "The Grand Portage Mission,
1731-1965," Minnesota History, 39, (1965), 301-310.
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REFLECTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

@rcheolggz

Reference is made to Appendix 9 in this report. Alan
woolworth, who is very much aware of the archeological situ-
ation at Grand Portage, has made several recommendations for
further excavating., Because documentary evidence on the struce
tures is scarce, this additional work is quite critical to an
understanding of the area at Grand Portage and at Fort Charlotte.
Woolworth's comments on re-excavating the interior of the Nw
Co. stockade are also important. An examination of his report
on the work done in the 1930's shows that modern techniques and
adequate funding and supervision could well be employed in the
compound.,

Sites

A relatively small amount of level land lies within the
boundaries of Grand Portage NM. At the same time, space is
required for such necessities as a visitar center and a main-
tenance area. Great care should be taken in selecting these
sites so that damage to or intrusion upon historic scenes does
not occur. Few remains will ever be found of the northmen's
camp ground or of the Montreal voyageurs' sleeping area along
the shore. Yet these sites, insofar as they may be determined,
are as historically important as the foundation ruins of the
great hall. They should not be '"used" for modern conveniences
on the basis that archeology shows no traces of ruins. The
files show that a few years ago consideration was given to
placing some of the modern necessities in that part of the
park between Lake Superior and Mount Rose that lies to the
southwest of the NW Co. stockade. Inasmuch as this area still
seems to be the one least affected by the events of the fur
trade, that concept still appears to be sound.

We may never positively identify such sites as the canoe-
manufacturing yard (local tradition suspects it was a few yards
up Grand Portage Creek). Yet when determining future plans for
the park, the unknown should be considered along with the known.

Great Hall

Architectural experts agree that the existing reconstruc-
tion of the Great Hall is far from satisfactory. Yet Grand Pore
tage needs reconstructions if casual visitors are to acquire
any deep appreciation of its history. Recommend that the work
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of Dr. Hussey and Mr. Kcue in s*udying fur trade posts be con-
tinued. Also recommend that the park prepare an RSP for re=-
search on great halls, with particular emphasis on Fort William,
Ont. In the process of preparing this report, I noticed a num=
ber of descriptions and illustrations of Fort William that would
be useful in reconstructing a great hall, especially since the
same men were at both posts and Fort William was Grand Portage's
successor. However, I believe that the present great Hall should
not be removed until 1. a visitor center is completed and 2. un-
til the study and plans for a new reconstruction are completed.

Interpretation

While Grand Portage lacks structures, it has a wealth of
themes suited for interpretation, e.g., canoe construction,
fur presses, the voyageur, portaging, trade goods, and many
more. Interpretation could take place at Grand Portage, the
portage itself, and on to Fort Charlotte. The portage itself
is in many ways equally important as the concentration at the
eastern end--it was the sole reason that the fur traders con-
centrated there.

Ipe Portage

The eastern end of the portage has certain problems, such
as a highway crossing it, a village on both sides, and a great
many physical developments accompanied by a lack of documenta-
tion as to its exact route through Grand Portage village. But
farther west the trail has remarkable integrity. Autos may
now reach a point about half-way along the trail via a dead-
end road (the former highway to Canada). Recommend that visi-
tors be encouraged to drive this road and at the end of it be
further encouraged to walk a portion of the portage.

Among the fascinating aspects of this beautiful portion
of the portage, at present, is a very active beaver colony.
The park is to be complimented for allowing this colony to cone
tinue its operations, even though the beavers constantly flood
a portion of the trail. Some modification of the beavers' ef-
forts are necessary, of course, just to keep the trail open to
portagers and hikers. This is successfully done by daily monie-
toring. The ponds are successfully navigated by means of board
walks. This practice should be continued for there is room
for beavers and visitors. The experience also reminds us that
in the fur trade days, portages were seldom easy, dry walks.
Where else, at present, may one see a beaver colony at work-~
the animal that caused the fur trade to reach its zenith,
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Significance

No matter how one looks at it, the prime significance of
Grand Portage is its relationship to the building of Canada.
By every test, except its location south of the later inter-
national border, its history is Canadian. Other than its role
in the North American fur trade in general and the rivalry be-
tween Great Britain and the United States in the far west, the
historical importance of the park cannot be forced into United
States history. This fact should cause no great problem; in
this case we are the custodians of a site at which occurred
important events of another country's history.

Note:

Since the completion of the report, the Great Hall at
Grand Portage burned to the ground when struck by lightning.
This accident invalidates part of the recommendations con-
cerning the Great Hall that are found on pages vj/and vii
However, the rest of those recommendations are still valid
and are retained for the reader's consideration.



The names of the North West Company
partners sound like a roll call of the
clans of Culloden. These men were
hardy, courageous, shrewd and proud.
They spent a good part of their lives
travelling incredible distances in
birch-bark canoes, shooting rapids,
or navigating inland seas. They were
wrecked and drowned. They suffered
hunger and starvation. They were
robbed and murdered by the Indians,
and sometimes by one another. They
fell the victims of smallpox, syph-
ilis, and rum. Yet they conquered
half a continent, and they built up

a commercial empire, the like of
which North America at least has nev-
er seen,

-~ W. Stewart Wwallace, Documents Re-
lating to the North West Company




CHAPTER 1

The French Rééime

Daring,-ambitious Samuel de Champlain, son of a French
sea-captain and the father of New France, exposed the secrets
of the great waterway that led from the unknown interior of
the New World to the salt water of the lower St. Lawrence.

He and his men overcame the Lachine Rapids of the St. Lawrence,
just above the future site of Montreal, traveled by canoce

up the Ottawa, sweated across the portages, discovered Lake
Nipissing, and became the first Europeans to gaze across
Georgian Bay, that huge arm of Lake Huron. The year was

1615, just eight years after Champlain had founded Quebec city.

In that short time the officials of the new colony had
already recognized the economic potential of what would come
to be called the fur trade. By unlocking the geographical
secrets of the new land, Champlain provided‘the basis for
the certain expansion of that trade and for the feats of
exploration that his successors would make during the 150
years that the colony would belong to France.

Shortly after Champlain's travels of 1615-16, his one-
time servant, Etienne Brulé, possibly became the first Euro-
pean to gaze upon a still larger body of water, the grey-
blue inland sea to be named Lake Superiox; Historians must

use '"'possibly' when discussing Brulé, for this son of the



forest did not record his wanderings in writing nor did his
hand trace any maps.

The colonists did not stampede to follow these first
explorations, The fur trade remained far behind the fish-
ing industry in importance throughout the sevénteenth cen=
tury. Not until a rage for hats made of beaver fur swept
over Europe toward the close of that century did the trade
begin its rapid rise to prominence in Canada's early history.1
Meanwhile a few French continued to push westward, justi-
fying their effort on an elusive dream of an easy passage

2
to the Western Sea and on carrying Christianity to the Indians.

1. 1In 1809, a leading official of the North West Company was

- able to write correctly that the fur trade was British America's
most important commerce. This is in contrast to the United
States where the fur trade was of much less importance in re-
lation to other industries. ''Some account of the trade carried
on by the North West Company'", photostat, 23 pages, 1808 or
1809, Public Archives, Ottawa. Much of this account is be-
lieved to have been written by William McGillivray, who here-
after will be identified as the author. This account has been
published in Authur G. Doughty, Report of the Public Archives
for the Year 1928 (Ottawa, 1928), pp. 56~73. See also Harold

A, Innis, The Fur Trade in Canada, an Introduction to Cana-

dian Economic History (Toronto, U. of Toronto Press, 1967) p. 12.

2. Europeans believed that the Pacific Ocean lay not very far
beyond the Great Lakes. This misconception was the driving
force behind much of the early exploration. Even after the
breadth of North America was recognized, explorers maintained
a fierce rivalry in trying to find routes of communication,

by water if possible, across or around the continent. With
regard to missionaries, Alexander Begg, History of the North-
West (3 vols., Toronto, Hunter, Rose & Co., 1894 and 1895),

1, 63, says that Fathers Joques and Raymbmult visited Lake
Superior in 1641.




In 1659 two brothers~in-law entered on Lake Superior
in the spirit of exploration. Pierre Radisson and Médard
Chouart des Groseilliers, both French born, slipped away
from Three Rivers in defiance of the royal govgrnor's decree
that no one could engage in the fur trade without a permit.
They passed the winter in the bleak rocky land to the north
and west of Lake Superior, the Fire Country, returning in
the summer of 1660 loaded with furs. Students of this
expedition and of a second by this pair a few years later
have concluded that they did not Pass near the subject of
this report, the Grand Portage.3

Later, these two adventurers, running into the dis-
favor of the governor at Quebec, changed their allegience
to an alien country, England, where they provided the
stimulus that created the Hudson's Bay Company, the long=-
est lived of all the great fur-trading companies.

The evolution of the fur trade in French Canada pro-
ceeded apace with the growth of the colony. At first any
would-be trader, who had both the nerve and the capital,
could undertake trade with the Indians of the western coune
try. The resulting reckless competition, combined with
losses inflicted by the fierce raids of the Iroquois (New
France's lasting enemy), brought on increasing governmental

control. Champlain himself arranged for a mnonopoly of sorts,

3. Solon J. Buck, "The Story of Grand Portage', Minnesota
History Bulletin, 5 (1923-24), 15; Innis, Fur Trade, p. 25.
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which at first was little more than a loose association of

those involved. In 1627, however » the Company of New France

gained a more real monopoly. Although the names of the com-

panies and their members would change from time to time,

and the concept of monopoly would be modified to meet chang=~

ing conditions, governmental control by means of licenses

characterized the fur trade throughout the French régime.4
As the trade slowly increased, French settlement moved

up the St. Lawrence so that the sources of trade goods

would be closer to those involved in the trade. A fort

grew up at Three Rivers in 1634. Another settlement began

at the head of navigation in 1641-42, Located below the

Lachine Rapids, near the junction of the rushing Ottawa .

anc. the stronger, quieter St. Lawrence, this settlement

would go down in history as one of the great French cities

of the world by the name of Montreal. Before the end of

the regime, a system would evolve, at least rudimentarily,

in which tﬁe interior traders would share their profits and

risks with the Montreal merchants.

At their maximum development, the French posts would be

of three kinds: the '"free" posts, such as Detroit and Michi-

limackinac; the king's posts, such as Tadoussac and Toronto,

and those posts leased to individuals, which included

4. Innis, Fur Trade, pp. 32-33, 36-38, and 40-42; Ww. McGillivray.
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Sault 5te., Marie and St. Joseph's. All were under one de-
gree or another of governmental control; each enjoyed a mono-
poly within a prescribed geographic area; all were required
to sell their furs to the King's stores at fixed prices.
The trade was marred from time to time by greed and cor-
ruption.5

Gracdually, posts came into being along the Great Lakes.
However, the north shore of Lake Superior presented a formi=-
dable barrier that took time to breach. Large navigable
rivers did not cut troughs through that lonely land of the
glacier-scoured Laurentian Shield, a cold land of rock,
lakes, and forests. Eventually, the early explorers dis-
coverecd three practical routes that crossed 'the height of
land" to the drainage basins of Lake Winnipeg and, ulti-
mately, Hudson Bay. The St. Louis River (the Fond du Lac),
after a leisurely trip through northeastern Minnesota, emp-
ties into the southwest corner of Lake Suﬁerior at the pre-
sent city of Duluth. By traveling up that stream and mak-
ing portages to other rivers, men discovered that they could
reach Fainy River near what is now International Falls.
Of the three routes, this was by far the longest. Almost

200 miles to the northeast, the Kaministikwia River adds its

5. Wayne E. Stevens, '"The Organization of the British Fur

Trade, 1760-1800", The Mississippi Valley Historical Review,
vraye. .

3, (1916), 177; W. McGillivray.






