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The forms in this document are for use by commercial overnight backpacking operators 
who have been issued a Commercial Use Authorization by Grand Canyon National Park. A 
Commercial Use Authorization is required before a commercial overnight permit will be 
issued by the Backcountry Information Center.  
 
Required Use of Forms  
To request a commercial overnight itinerary, operators are required to submit a Backcountry Permit 
Request Form and Verifiable Client List Form. All client list submissions must be signed.  
 
Reminders 

• Permits (reservations) are non-transferable. Itineraries reserved as noncommercial cannot 
be amended at a later date to be commercial in nature. If all clients opt out, then the 
backcountry permit must be returned to the Backcountry Information Center within 72 hours.  

 
• Inquiries do not equal clients. If an individual contacts a guide company, but does not 

expressly direct the company to request a backcountry permit for a specific campground or 
use area on specific date (s), then entering their information on the client list is 
misrepresentation.  

 
• Subdividing groups, itineraries, or a range of dates so that a single request becomes 

multiple requests in order to increase the odds of obtaining a permit is not allowed, and may 
result in revocation of the permit and/or other penalties.  

 
• When a client cancels, an updated Verifiable Client List must be submitted to the 

Backcountry Information Center within 72 hours. 
 
If you have any questions about backcountry permitting or verifiable clients please contact 
the Backcountry Information Center Supervisor by email or phone at 
mark_wunner@nps.gov or (928) 638-7679.  
 
DEFINITION OF COMMERCIAL USE 

A commercial use is defined as any or all goods, activities, services, agreements, or anything offered to park 
visitors and/or the general public for recreational purposes which uses park resources or is undertaken for or 
results in compensation, monetary gain, benefit, or profit to an individual, organization, or corporation, whether or 
not such entity is organized for purposes recognized as non-profit under Local, State, or Federal law. 

Guided trips or services which collect a fee in excess of the actual personal costs of the trip and/or for payment of 
other than actual personal trip expenses for guides or leaders, are considered commercial trips. This includes 
nonprofit organizations providing a livelihood for people through provision of these services. 

Groups who are part of a school (and can meet the educational fee waiver requirements), church, family, or non-
commercial organization are not required to obtain a Commercial Use Authorization. A non-commercial 
organization that is recognized under the Internal Revenue Service Code of Federal Regulations as Tax-Exempt 
and who can show proof that their activity is not taxable for commercial purposes does not need to obtain a 
Commercial Use Authorization. The organization must submit their request in writing stating why their proposed 
activity is not taxable and non-commercial to the Division of Concessions at Grand Canyon National Park along 
with a copy of their IRS determination letter. 

mailto:grca_bic@nps.gov
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Verifiable Client List for holders of a Commercial Use Authorization for overnight backpacking 
Guide Name Guide Name 

Guide Name 

1. Client Name Phone Email 

 Address City State Zip Country 

2. Client Name Phone Email 

 Address City State Zip Country 

3. Client Name Phone Email 

 Address City State Zip Country 

4. Client Name Phone Email 

 Address City State Zip Country 

5. Client Name Phone Email 

 Address City State Zip Country 

6. Client Name Phone Email 

 Address City State Zip Country 

7. Client Name Phone Email 

 Address City State Zip Country 

8. Client Name Phone Email 

 Address City State Zip Country 

9. Client Name Phone Email 

 Address City State Zip Country 

By signing, I certify that stated client(s) initiated contact with my company and requested services for dates and locations indicated on the attached Backcountry Permit Request Form. I 
understand that a Grand Canyon Commercial Use Authorization backcountry permit is void without verifiable clients. 

Organization   

Printed Name   Signature   

(for employee use)  If WP, include submitted by _________________________, ranger initials __________, date _______________________. 



 

 

 

   

 

  
  

 

 

 
 

 
 

  

     
    
 

    
      

     
  

GRAND CANYON NATIONAL PARK
 
BACKCOUNTRY PERMIT REQUEST FORM
 

Submit form by fax (928) 638-2125 (preferable) or by mail to:
 
Backcountry Information Center, Grand Canyon National Park, PO Box 129, Grand Canyon, AZ 86023
 

For additional information, call direct Monday - Friday, 1-5 PM at (928) 638-7875
 
or contact us by e-mail: grca_bic@nps.gov 


Name:  Phone 

Address:  e-mail 

City: 

Country: 

State: Zip: Trailhead Vehicles: 

Organization: 
st pl # st pl # 

# of People: 

# of Horses: 

* if part of a larger group obtaining more than 
one permit, organization name is required 

Beginning Trailhead: 

Ending Trailhead: 

Please do not send me a Grand Canyon Hiking Video (I already have one). 

In order to safeguard the highest quality backcountry experience for all hikers, regulations stipulate that all permits are void when a group (i.e. same 
club, organization, group of friends, etc.) obtains multiple permits for the same campground or use area for the same night. 

To ensure a backcountry permit reflects your request, dates must be consecutive within itinerary. Inlcude nights at Phantom Ranch, on Forest 
Service land and on Tribal land. Itinerary can be longer than 6 nights. 

First Choice: Second Choice: Third Choice: 
Date (m/d/yy) / Use Area or Campsite Date (m/d/yy) / Use Area or Campsite Date (m/d/yy) / Use Area or Campsite 

1 1 1 

2 2 2 

3 3 3 

4 4 4 

5 5 5 

6 6 6 

Additional Choices (if all choices above are unavailable, the Backcountry Information Center will retry using options you selected below): 
Campsites Trip Length (# of nights) Group Size Start Date 

minimum If a large group site (7-11 people) is not earliest 
available, I am willing to downsize andmaximum latest accept a single small site for 6 people. 

Technical Canyoneering and Packrafting (check box if listed gear will be used): 
Technical gear to descend slot canyons  Packraft or similar 

Frequent Hiker Membership (waives the $10 permit fee for 12 months from date of purchase): 
I am already a member Please enroll me for 1 year/ $25 No Thanks Use Hiker Credit on File 

Payment Information: Pay by credit card or check. Payments are non-refundable. Cost: $5 per person per night plus $10 flat fee. 

Exp. Date: 

Total Authorized permit Cost: Cardholder Name: Signature: 

Information, Deadlines, and Constraints: 
Canyon hikers are fully responsible for knowing and obeying all regulations; obtain a free copy of the Trip Planner by calling (928) 638-
7888 or visit the backcountry section of our website at www.nps.gov/grca. Permit requests can be made by fax, mail, or in person (see 
contact information above). PERMIT REQUESTS ARE NOT ACCEPTED BY TELEPHONE OR EMAIL. Requests must be 
postmarked or faxed no earlier than the first of the month, four months prior to the proposed start month; please allow up to 3 weeks 
for your request to be processed. Permits cancelled at least 4 days in advance will receive a hiker credit (minus a $10 cancellation fee) 
valid for 1 year. All fees paid to the Backcountry Information Center are NON-REFUNDABLE! Denied requests will not incur a charge. 

updated Sep/2/2011 

www.nps.gov/grca
mailto:grca_bic@nps.gov

	clientName: 
	0: 
	1: 
	2: 
	3: 
	4: 
	5: 
	6: 
	7: 
	8: 

	clientPhone: 
	0: 
	1: 
	2: 
	3: 
	4: 
	5: 
	6: 
	7: 
	8: 

	clientEmail: 
	0: 
	1: 
	2: 
	3: 
	4: 
	5: 
	6: 
	7: 
	8: 

	clientAddress: 
	0: 
	1: 
	2: 
	3: 
	4: 
	5: 
	6: 
	7: 
	8: 

	clientCity: 
	0: 
	1: 
	2: 
	3: 
	4: 
	5: 
	6: 
	7: 
	8: 

	clientState: 
	0: 
	1: 
	2: 
	3: 
	4: 
	5: 
	6: 
	7: 
	8: 

	clientZip: 
	0: 
	1: 
	2: 
	3: 
	4: 
	5: 
	6: 
	7: 
	8: 

	clientCountry: 
	0: 
	1: 
	2: 
	3: 
	4: 
	5: 
	6: 
	7: 
	8: 

	guide1: 
	guide2: 
	guide3: 
	Organization: 
	Printed Name: 
	name: 
	address: 
	city: 
	state: 
	zipCode: 
	country: 
	numberHikers: [ ]
	numberStock: [ ]
	video: Off
	phoneNumber: 
	email: 
	stateOne: 
	plateOne: 
	stateTwo: 
	plateTwo: 
	organization: 
	beginingTrailhead: [ ]
	endingTrailhead: [ ]
	date1: 
	1: 
	2: 
	3: 
	4: 
	5: 
	6: 

	useArea1: 
	1: [ ]
	2: [ ]
	3: [ ]
	4: [ ]
	5: [ ]
	6: [ ]

	date2: 
	1: 
	2: 
	3: 
	4: 
	5: 
	6: 

	useArea2: 
	1: [ ]
	2: [ ]
	3: [ ]
	4: [ ]
	5: [ ]
	6: [ ]

	date3: 
	1: 
	2: 
	3: 
	4: 
	5: 
	6: 

	useArea3: 
	1: [ ]
	2: [ ]
	3: [ ]
	4: [ ]
	5: [ ]
	6: [ ]

	campsiteVariation: Off
	tripLengthVariation: Off
	minimumLength: 
	maximumLength: 
	groupSizeVariation: Off
	startDateVariation: Off
	earliestStartDate: 
	latestStartDate: 
	technicalGear: Off
	packraft: Off
	frequentHiker: Off
	useHikerCredit: Off
	cc_info: enter by hand, not with the computer


