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Superintendent’s Compendium                                                      


What is the 
    
Superintendent’s
Compendium?


What changes
have been made?
Each National Park Service (NPS) site is regulated using the laws established in the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  The CFR contains the regulatory provisions which protect the natural and cultural values, as well as public safety and visitor experience on a national level.

The Superintendent’s Compendium acts as a supplement to the CFR, and is specific to each site.  For example, Great Basin’s Compendium includes sections about cave resources and closures particular to Great Basin in order to best protect the park’s resources and keep visitors safe.

The regulatory needs of Great Basin National Park change with recreational trends and increased resource knowledge.  Because of this, the Superintendent’s Compendium is reviewed regularly with changes, explanations, and clarifications made as needed.
The goal of the Superintendent’s Compendium is to provide for public safety, ensure a positive visitor experience, and to protect park resources.  With this in mind, the Compendium addresses particular enforcement needs, standardizes inconsistent regulations, and clarifies existing regulations.  What follows are the most notable changes that have been made in 2008:

Use restrictions on backcountry camping to reduce impacts on sensitive resources
Previous regulation did not limit backcountry group size, nor adequately define other conditions to prevent resource damage.  Group size is now limited to 15 persons and/or 6 pack animals. Larger groups must split up into smaller groups within these limits and must camp and eat at least 1/2 mile apart.  Larger groups may request an exception to these limits from the Superintendent under the terms of a Special Use Permit.  Camping in the wilderness/backcountry is allowed, except that campsites must be located at least 1/4 mile from the nearest public road, service road, building, water or waste-water treatment facility, designated campground or other developed area; at least 100 feet from a flowing stream, spring, lake or other natural body of open water; at least 500 feet from any obvious cultural or archeological site (such as historic mine sites, cabins, rock shelters, pictograph sites); as far off the nearest designated trail as possible; not otherwise closed.  Camping is prohibited in all parking areas, at trailheads and on or along all other roads within the limits of the national park boundary.  Pets are not permitted in the backcountry.  The maximum continuous stay at any campsite is 14 days.  Backcountry campsites must be separated by at least 1/2 mile.
Use restrictions on generators to enhance visitor experience
Generators may only be used in park campgrounds between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.
Clarification on the boundaries of campsites within developed campgrounds to reduce impacts and damage to resources 
Tents must be placed within 30 feet of the campsite’s picnic table and/or fire ring.  
Revisions to the camping regulations for Designated Primitive Campsites along the Strawberry and Snake Creek Roads to enhance visitor experience and protect resources
In these designated primitive campsites group size is limited to 15 persons, and/or 6 pack animals, and/or 6 vehicles. Larger groups must split up into smaller groups within these limits, and must camp at separate sites.   Larger groups may request an exception to these limits from the Superintendent under the terms of a Special Use Permit.  Tents must be placed within 30 ft. of the site’s picnic table(s) and/or fire ring(s). Generators may only be used between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.  There are currently no fees.  Checkout time is 12 noon.  Maximum continuous stay limit at any campsite is 14 days.

Restrictions on vehicle size on the Wheeler Peak Scenic Drive to increase visitor safety
The Wheeler Peak Scenic Drive beyond Upper Lehman Campground is closed to single vehicles in excess of 24 feet in length and trailers in excess of 24 feet in length.  These restrictions provide for the safety of other passenger vehicles along the narrow road corridor, and are due to lack of adequate space for turn-around of extended length vehicles, and vehicle/trailer combinations.

How can I learn   

more?

Revision of the group camping regulations for the Grey Cliffs Primitive Group Campground Groups utilizing the Grey Cliffs Primitive Group Campground must be a minimum of 9 persons and cannot exceed a maximum group size of 16 persons per site or 40 persons per loop (2 sites per loop when the entire loop is reserved by a single party).  Sites are available by special permit and a fee for public use during the summer season (Memorial Day weekend through September) when Baker Creek Road is open.  Permits are obtained and fees can be paid at the Lehman Caves Visitor Center.  Advanced reservations are suggested and can be made by contacting the Visitor Center. 

Revision of regulations concerning the building of fires in the backcountry to protect resources
In the backcountry, fires may only be constructed upon and in areas of bare soil with a diameter of at least 10 feet or in a shallow snow pit clear of vegetation for a diameter of at least 10 feet in order to prevent escape and damage to resources.  Clearing of vegetation is prohibited.  Metal fire pans or fire blankets may also be used in such areas for additional protection. Fires must not exceed two feet in diameter.  Upon departure all fires must be rendered completely out and cold by dowsing with water and all ashes must be widely scattered.  Construction of stone fire rings is prohibited.  Fires are prohibited above 10,000 feet.  Backcountry users may only use portable stoves for cooking above 10,000 feet and are strongly encouraged to use portable stoves for all backcountry camping.

Clarification and restrictions on smoking in the park to enhance visitor experience and protect sensitive resources
Certain areas are restricted to protect public health and to protect structures and resources from fire danger or smoke. Smoking is not allowed in the following locations: in any government owned building (including restrooms) or historic structure; on the Mountain View Nature Trail and Island Forest Nature Trail; within 25 feet of the entrance/exit to a public building or cave; within all caves, cabins, and ruins within the park; within 50 feet of any above ground gasoline and propane dispensing or flammable storage area; areas of the park as designated during extreme fire danger.  Persons who wish to smoke while hiking or riding in the backcountry must stop and remain in one location until they have extinguished their smoking material.  All smoking material must be packed out and disposed of in an appropriate trash receptacle.

For more information on the Superintendent’s Compendium and other rules and regulations pertaining to the management of Great Basin National Park, as well as to obtain a copy of the current Compendium, please visit:

Any park visitor center

On the web:

http://www.nps.gov/grba/parkmgmt/lawsandpolicies.htm
Or write to:

Great Basin National Park


100 Great Basin National Park



Baker, NV 89311
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