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On weekday evenings, parks become the social centers for neighbors and their dogs. At Duboce Park,
several dozen dogs play in the two-block stretch of grass - the French bulldog people sit together in one
section, the Chihuahuaphiles in another, and the bigger Labs and retrievers run in circles in the lower flat
portion of the park. On a recent afternoon, one woman pushed her toy dog in a stroller. Another sat on a
bench knitting her dog a sweater.

"It's such a routine that everyone knows everyvone -- a newcomer stands out,” said Paul Holtz, who shows
up almost daily with his Rhodesian ridgeback, Scout.

At the Best in Show dog boutique on Castro Street, sales of high-end designer dog toys go up every vear,
said co-owner Richard Shiu, who can sometimes be found sporting a T-shirt that reads, "Dogs Are the New
Kids."
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"People want function, but they also want design,”
said Shiu, whose top-selling toy is a rubber squeaky bust of President Bush. (There’s also Arnold
Schwarzenegger, North Korean leader Kim Jong Il and Hillary Rodham Clinton).

Six or seven years ago, Chiu said, pet "guardians” (the officially sanctioned term in San Francisco) had
boring choices between rawhides and rope bones. Now, people with disposable income want water bowls
in Eames-style bent cherrywood holders and Cubist pet car seats. Or a furry black "Jimmy Chew" pump.

Nationally, pet lovers spent $38.5 billion on their animals in 2006, up from $21 billion a decade earlier.

Miki Manji plunked down a couple of Benjamins at Best in Show for a gray zippered sweatshirt with a red
leather Maltese cross on the back for her dapple dachshund, Louie.

"He goes everywhere with me,” said Manji. "I'm going through a breakup, so he's really comforting to me
right now.”

Capitalizing on the dog worship is Ritu Raj, who just opened one of his posh pet resorts, Wag Hotel, in San
Francisco. Vacationing owners can leave their beloved dogs and cats in suites with faux leather beds, flat-
sereen TVs and Webcams, knowing their animals will get daily play dates, organic meals and, for an extra
fee, swim time in the pool, pedicures and blueberry facials.

Since it opened in May, Wag has had 1,000 overnight stays, and there are 5,000 upcoming reservation
nights, Raj said. On Saturday, DJ Kid Loose spun on Wag's rooftop garden to entertain guests and their
dogs at a cocktail party.
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(Jackson and Steiner) Second park terrace, on Clay, hetween Scott and Steiner.
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{1oth St. and Dolores) South of tennis courts, north of soccer field, between Church and Dolores.

Dougli

{26th St and Doug

Eureka Valley Park

(15th St.and Collingwood) Fast of baseball diamond.

Golden Gate Park

Four off-leash areas

1. Southeast section bounded by Lincoln, King, and 2nd and 7th Aves.

2. Northeast section al Stanyan and Grove,

3. South central area bo
4. Penced training area on porth side of park near 38th Ave. and Fulton,
Lafayeite Park

{(Washington and Laguna) Near Sacramento St., between Octavia and Gough.
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Lake Merced
North Lake area at Middlefield.
MeKinley Square
(2oth St and Vermont) San Bruno and 20th St,, on west slope.
MeLaren Park
Two off-leash areas

1 Top of hill at Shelly and Mansell

2. Southsection via 1600 block of Geneva or 1600 block of Sunnvdale ? exclusive of Sensitive Habitat Area.

Mountain Lake Park
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