Alcatraz Uncovered

The Archeology of a Famous Island

Goals and Objectives
How can archeology deepen my understanding of a place?
This essential question frames Alcatraz Uncovered and is meant to allow students

to engage in archeological inquiry on Alcatraz Island. The essential question:

1. Reflects the essence of what they will study without directing them to one
correct answer.

2. Provokes "how” or “why"” questions rather than “what” questions.

3. Applies to places beyond Alcatraz Island.

4. Invites discussion from everyone based on both experience and

understanding.

Students will understand and explain the stories and enduring symbolism of
Alcatraz Island from the perspective of an archeologist. Through the case study of
Alcatraz Island, students learn essential skills, apply them to a tangible local
model, and recognize that archeology and historical analysis can be used to

interpret many areas around them.

Ties to the Curriculum - Social Studies

Alcatraz Uncovered uses archeological methods to uncover different layers of
history and the role of historic preservation at a National Historic Landmark.
Utilizing the various disciplines that study the past, students will learn how to
collect and identify evidence, reconstruct the past from this evidence, and
determine how judgments about the past are largely based on points of view. The
activities are designed to challenge students to use critical thinking and

observational skills to draw conclusions about the meaning and significance of the

Alcatraz UncoveredCurriculum 1



natural and built environment. In the classroom or in the park, each lesson is

based on helping students meet Social Studies Education Standards.

Program Description

The program is divided into classroom-based introductory lessons, a field program
on Alcatraz Island, and a culminating essay in which students illustrate what they
learned during the program. The lesson plans include a summary, expected
duration, materials list, and facilitation procedure. Handouts and other relevant

information that the teacher may use at her/his discretion accompany the lessons.

Authentic Assessment

An inquiry approach to the pre-visit photograph and artifact activities in the
classroom improves the field program: Students are focused on the careful inquiry
of the island, searching for answers to their questions, and are able to consider
the essential question with greater confidence. We are able to conduct a simple
assessment of students’ experiences at the end of the field program by reviewing

their field journals in which students have written their questions and responses.
Students also will be asked to consider and answer these two questions:
1. Name three types of evidence archeologists use.

2. How has archeology deepened my understanding of Alcatraz history?

Further assessment is available for the teacher when students return to class and

complete one of the post-visit lessons.
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Program Logistics

Please take careful note of the following:

i

Ideally classes should arrive at Pier 31-33 (Alcatraz Cruises) by 8:45 a.m. to
board the first ferry at 9:00 a.m. Teachers will need to make specific

arrangements with NPS staff for boat transportation and timing.

The teacher and at least two other adult chaperones must accompany
classes. It is desirable to have as many adult chaperones as possible to help

facilitate the field visit.

Students will conduct their work in groups of approximately four. These

groups should be organized prior to the field session on Alcatraz.

Clothing appropriate to the nature of the activities and weather conditions
at the park is required. Advise students to dress in layers to accommodate
the variable temperatures characteristic of the island. Advise them to wear

shoes suitable for walking on uneven pavement.
Arrangements can be made to accommodate most students with special

needs. Please discuss specific circumstances with National Park Service staff

prior to your visit.
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Alcatraz Uncovered

SUMMARY OF INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES

Classroom Preparation

What do | already know about Alcatraz Island? - page 6

0 Students discuss and record their impressions and knowledge of Alcatraz.

How do pictures tell a story about Alcatraz? - page 22
i Students examine and draw conclusions from historic photographs and

drawings depicting different periods in the island'’s history.

How do artifacts tell a story about Alcatraz? - page 46
0 A National Park Service Representative facilitates an activity with artifacts.
Students compare, contrast, and match artifacts representing different
people and wildlife that have interacted with and had an impact on the

island during specific time periods.

National Park Field Session

How am | going to use archeology to experience Alcatraz? - page 48
0 Students apply their knowledge and observational skills in detecting layers
of history on Alcatraz Island. They conduct activities at specific stations and

design focus questions in their field journals.
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Culminating Projects

How can | demonstrate what | have learned? - page 49
0 Students write a short essay from the perspective of an archeologist.

i Students design their own archeological inquiry.
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Lesson 1:

What do | already know about Alcatraz Island?

Summary

Teacher will ask students to form small groups of four.

Teacher gives each group a Field Journal that they will use for the entire unit.
Students share their knowledge and impressions of Alcatraz Island within their
groups and record knowledge and interests in their Field Journals. Then they share

with the class.

Students read Archeology and Alcatraz. Students become acquainted with the
vocabulary of archeology through the Vocabulary list and Crossword puzzle. Then

students generate questions they have about Alcatraz.

Time

1 hour

Materials
U Archeology and Alcatraz handout
0 Vocabulary list
0 Vocabulary Crossword Puzzle: Digging Words

U Field Journals

Lesson

Teacher explains to the class that they will visit Alcatraz Island to conduct an
archeological investigation. The class will break into small groups of four, then
brainstorm and record what they know about Alcatraz Island, as well as questions
they have. At the end of the unit, they may compare this prior knowledge (or

assumptions) with all they have learned.
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Teacher distributes Archeology and Alcatraz. Students read the handout.
Students learn the vocabulary of archeology so they can fully understand the
meaning and relationship of the steps involved. Students are introduced to some

features of Alcatraz Island.

Teacher distributes the vocabulary crossword puzzle. Definitions to the hidden
words are provided on the handout. To solve the puzzle, students must consult
the vocabulary list and look for the words that match the definitions.

The class discusses and clarifies any definitions that they find difficult to

understand.

In their groups, students brainstorm questions they have about archeology and/or
Alcatraz and they record their questions in their Field Journals. They then come
back together as a class and share their questions. This is the first step in a
questioning process that will continue throughout the program. The purpose of
the questioning is not necessarily to find answers, but to allow the questioning to

evolve into deeper sophistication and understanding of the issues.
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Archeology and Alcatraz

Archeology is the study of human societies through material

remains: objects, structures, or historical and oral stories —
from the past or the present. When most people think of archeologists, they
picture someone working in the middle of nowhere, using a toothbrush to whisk
dirt from ancient bones or potsherds. Though this may be the case for some types
of archeology, archeological techniques can also be applied to materials that are

commonplace and available to everyone.

Archeologists use information provided by a variety of subjects, including
geography, geology, anthropology, and history, as tools to understand the values,
customs, and organizations that create the culture of the group. All archeologists
must develop detailed and thorough observational and critical-thinking skills.
They aim to understand the difference between objects from the past and the
present and how these might fit together. It is very important to remember that
though archeologists study material remains, they are also responsible for

preserving them and ensuring that future archeologists also can study them.

The challenge for an archaeologist is to use material items to understand the daily
lives of past and present societies, to provide context. The word "context" means
the particular set of circumstances, environment, or facts that surround an object.
An understanding of context is very important for the proper analysis of material
remains, as an object’s context shows the relationship between the object and its
location. For example, a single metal bar does not create a jail cell. However, many
bars placed together do create a confined area. One bar has no context and

therefore loses significance.
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Though archeologists use artifacts and their own background knowledge as tools
to uncover the past, the types of resources available can vary. This leads to
different kinds of archeological studies. Some archeologists examine the distant
past, cultures that existed before information was recorded. Other archeologists
examine past societies, but they have the luxury of having some historical
documentation to use for reference. Both use similar methods: research, surveys,
and or a dig. However, depending on the circumstances, studying a culture may
not require digging or excavating. In many cases, all of the pieces have already

been unearthed, and it is the job of the archaeologist to fit these pieces together.

At Alcatraz, you will walk through, or survey, parts of the island. You will use your
eyes and your knowledge of Alcatraz history as tools for understanding layers of
history. Remember that you are assuming the role of an archeologist with a

responsibility to show the layers as accurately and as completely as possible.
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Arqueologia y Alcatraz

Arqueologia es el estudio de las sociedades humanas

utilizando residues materiales: objetos, estructuras o
narraciones orales e histoéricas — del pasado y del presente. Cuando piensa sobre
arqueologia, la mayoria de la gente se imagina a alguien trabajando en un lugar
desconocido usando un cepillo para remover tierra de huesos viejos o vasijas rotas.
Aunque este puede ser el caso en algunos tipos de arqueologia, las técnicas
arqueoldégicas pueden también ser aplicadas a materiales comunes disponibles a

cualquiera.

Los arquedlogos usan informacién obtenidas de una variedad de areas incluyendo
geografia, geologia, antropologia e historia, como herramientas para entender los
valores, costumbres y organizaciones que crearon la cultura de un grupo. Todos
los arquedlogos deben desarrollar destrezas de pensamiento critico para la
observacion que sean abarcadoras y precisas. Su meta es entender la diferencia
entre objetos del pasado y del presente y cdmo estos pueden estar relacionados.
Es muy importante recordar que aunque estudian los residues de materiales, los
arquedlogos también son responsables de conservarlos y asegurar que

arqueodlogos futuros puedan estudiarlos también.

El reto de un arquedlogo es utilizar los objetos materiales para entender las vidas
diarias de sociedades pasadas y presentes, para proveer un contexto. La palabra
"contexto" significa un conjunto particular de condiciones, ambiente o datos
relacionados con un objeto. Entender el contexto es muy importante para el
andlisis adecuado de los residuos materiales debido a que el contexto de un objeto
muestra la relacién entre el objeto y su localizacién. Por ejemplo, un sola barra de
metal no hace una celda de una prision. No obstante, muchas barras o rejas
puestas juntas si crean un area encerrada. Una barra no tiene contexto y por lo

tanto pierde importancia.
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Aunque algunos arquedlogos usan artefactos y la experiencia que han adquirido,
como herramientas para descubrir el pasado, los recursos disponibles pueden
variar. Esto conduce a diferentes tipos de studios arqueolégicos. Algunos
arqueodlogos estudian el pasado distante, culturas que existieron antes de que se
recogiera informaciéon. Otros arquedlogos examinan las sociedades pasadas pero
tienen la ventaja de tener alguna informacién histérica que pueden usar de
referencia. Ambos utilizan métodos similares: exploraciones de investigacién o
excavaciones. Sin embargo, dependiendo de las circunstancias, para

estudiar una cultura puede que no sea necesario desenterrar o excavar, en muchos
casos todas las piezas ya han sido desenterradas y la labor del arquedlogo es

conectar estas piezas.

En Alcatraz, usted caminara a través o explorara partes de la isla. Usted usara sus
ojos y su conocimiento de la historia de Alcatraz como herramientas para
entender las capas de historia. Recuerde que usted estd asumiendo el papel de un
arqueodlogo con la tarea de mostrar las capas de historia de manera tan precisa 'y

completa como le sea posible.
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Name:

Digging Words

Take out the Vocabulary List. Find the word that matches the definition. Write the
words in the puzzle below next to its corresponding number.

7

15

12

11

10

13

14

Alcatraz UncoveredCurriculum 12



Across:

1. A conclusion made by human work

that provides clues about past ways of
life

5. The building in which the enlisted
soldiers lived

6. Recognizing or noting a fact or
occurrence

8. The chief administrator of a prison

10. The way of life of a particular
group

11. Things found on an archeological
dig that give information about past
environments, such as seeds, soil and
animal bones

13. Something a person made but that
cannot be moved, such as a buildings,
structures, fences or walls

14. A plant several feet across with
yellow and green flowers

15. An object made by human work

that provides clues about past ways of
life

Down:

2. An employee of the National Park
Service

3. A small isolated room for confining
a prisoner

4. Journal that archeologists keep to
record information, such as context of
an artifact or a sketch of an area

7. The movement of indigenous
people to further racial equality and
gain political power

9. An old type of large metal gun
firing large metal balls

10. The relationship of an object to its
surroundings, and to other artifacts or
ecofacts around it

12. The scientific study of the life and
culture of peoples through artifact
and ecofacts
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Digging Words KEY

Take out the Vocabulary List. Find the word that matches the definition. Write the
words in the puzzle below next to its corresponding number.

7R
E
D
P
O oP 0C
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Y
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Across:

1. A conclusion made by human work
that provides clues about past ways of
life INFERENCE)

5. The building in which the enlisted
soldiers lived (BARRACKS)

6. Recognizing or noting a fact or
occurrence (OBSERVATION)

8. The chief administrator of a prison
(WARDEN)

10. The way of life of a particular
group (CULTURE)

11. Things found on an archeological
dig that give information about past
environments, such as seeds, soil and
animal bones (ECOFACT)

13. Something a person made but that
cannot be moved, such as a buildings,
structures, fences or walls (FEATURE)

14. A plant several feet across with
yellow and green flowers
(AGAVEPLANT)

15. An object made by human work
that provides clues about past ways of
life (ARTIFACT)

Down:

2. An employee of the National Park
Service (PARKRANGER)

3. A small isolated room for confining
a prisoner (CELL)

4. Journal that archeologists keep to
record information, such as context of
an artifact or a sketch of an area
(FIELDNOTES)

7. The movement of indigenous
people to further racial equality and
gain political power (REDPOWER)

9. An old type of large metal gun
firing large metal balls (CANNON)

10. The relationship of an object to its
surroundings, and to other artifacts or
ecofacts around it (CONTEXT)

12. The scientific study of the life and
culture of peoples through artifact
and ecofacts (ARCHEOLOGY)
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Vocabulary List

Agave Plant: A plant several feet across with yellow and green flowers. Some
Agaves yield a fiber used for rope.

Archeological Resource: Any resource that provides additional information for
finding clues about the way people lived in the past.

Archeology (also spelled archaeology): The scientific study of the life and culture
of peoples through artifact and ecofacts.

Artifact: An object made by human work that provides clues about past ways of
life.

Barracks: The building in which the enlisted soldiers lived.

Battery: A thick exterior brick wall built as a platform for guns.

Bureau of Prisons: The federal group that administers and controls the prisons.
Cannon: An old type of large metal gun firing large metal balls.

Caretaker: A person who is responsible for the maintenance and protection of a
certain place.

Cell: A small isolated room for confining a prisoner.
Citadel: A building constructed like a fortress usually overlooking an area.

Context: The relationship of an object to its surroundings, and to other artifacts or
ecofacts around it.

Convict: A person who has been found guilty of a crime and is serving time in a
prison.

Cormorant: A bird found on Alcatraz. Typically are dark brown. Adults have a
black patch. The young have brown and white spots over entire body.

Culture: The way of life of a particular group.
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Cypress Tree: A coniferous tree (produces cones) with sharp needles.
Declaration: A statement made by a party as a legal transaction.

Dig: Excavation of an archeological site; physically unveiling objects, structures,
etc.

Disciplinary Barracks: A place where soldiers charged with misconduct serve time.

Ecofact: Things found on an archeological dig that give information about past
environments, such as seeds, soil and animal bones.

Feature: Something a person made but that cannot be moved, such as building
structures, fences and walls.

Field Notes: Journal that archeologists keep to record information, such as the
context of an artifact or a sketch of an area.

Gun Gallery: A small narrow corridor where guards can watch over prisoners and
store weapons.

Gun Slit: A long, narrow opening in a wall; used for warfare during the Civil War
Era (1860s).

Inference: A conclusion derived from observations.
Isolation: Living separately from other people.

National Park Service: The government organization that preserves and protects
national park lands and National Historic Landmarks.

Native American: A member of the indigenous (original) peoples of the Western
Hemisphere; especially a native of North America.

Natural Resources: A living, non-human part of the local habitat.

Observation: Recognizing or noting a fact or occurrence.
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Occupation: The seizure and control of a particular place or area.
Park Ranger: An employee of the National Park Service.

Penitentiary: A federal government prison for people who have been convicted of
serious crimes.

Red Power: The movement of indigenous people to further racial equality and
gain political power.

Sandstone: A common sedimentary rock mostly used for building, composed
largely of sand grains, mainly quartz, held together by silica, lime, etc. Sandstone
is found throughout Alcatraz Island.

Steward: A person who is responsible for managing a certain place.

Tribe: A social group including numerous families, clans, or generations.

Warden: The chief administrator of a prison.

Western Gull: A bird found on Alcatraz with a white head and body; a dark gray
back; pink legs; and long, yellow beak.
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Lista de Vocabulario

Maguey: Una planta de varios pies de ancho con flores verdes y amarillas. Algunos
magueyes producen una fibra usada para fabricar soga.

Recurso Arqueoldégico: Cualquier recurso que provea informacién adicional que
permita hallar pistas de cdbmo la gente vivia en el pasado.

Arqueologia: El estudio cientifico de la vida y la cultura de los pueblos a través de
artefactos y datos ecolégicos ("eco-dato").

Artefacto: Un objeto producido por el trabajo humano el cual prove pistas sobre
modos de vida en el pasado.

Barracas: El edificio donde vivian los soldados activos.

Bateria: Una muralla exterior ancha construida para servir de plataforma a
armamentos.

Negociado de Prisiones: La agencia federal que controla la administracién de la
prisiones.

Canén: Un tipo antiguo de arma grande de metal, que disparaba grandes bolas de
metal.

Conserje: Persona responsable del mantenimiento y cuidado de un lugar
particular.

Celda: Una pequeio cuarto aislado para confinar a un prisionero.

Ciudadela: Un edificio construido como un fuerte, generalmente dominando un
area particular.

Contexto: La relacién de un objeto con sus alrededores, con otros artefactos o
condiciones ecolégicas que lo rodean.

Convicto: Una persona declarada culpable de un crimen y que esta sirviendo
tiempo en una prision.
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Cormoran: Cuervo marino. Un pajaro que puede hallarse en Alcatraz.
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