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Narrator:





When you come to Glacier, you’ll have a range of transportation options for traveling the Sun Road. Visitors can still drive their private automobiles over the Sun Road as usual. And, of course, the interpretive tours with either the Blackfeet Indian-operated Sun Tours or the historic Red Buses are operating as usual.





But you’ll also have a third important option. To ease congestions during construction, Glacier has a new transit system that allows you to leave your automobiles at two transit centers located at each end of the park and ride regularly scheduled shuttle buses to the Sun Road’s most popular destinations, including trailheads, overlooks, and interpretive sites. 





Why not let someone else do the driving so you can sit back and relax, and spend more time enjoying Glacier’s gorgeous alpine scenery? It’s fun and convenient. The system complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act, and the cost for using the transit system is included in your park entrance fee.  





Narration:





Two transit centers – one located at the west entrance near Apgar Village and the other at the east entrance in St. Mary – provide visitors with parking, sheltered shuttle bus pick-up and drop-off areas, and transit and park road information. Once you leave the transit centers, you’ll be able to get on and off the system at various transit stops at the most popular park destinations. You can get up-to-date information about shuttle buses stops, schedules and hours of operation at The Sun Road’s website You can also get up-to-date road information about the Sun Road via Montana’s 511 traffic information telephone call system and the park’s highway advisory radio channel at AM1610.








Narrator:





Keep in mind that the Sun Road is just one of many natural, cultural and historic features you can visit within the park. Other important points of interests include Two Medicine Valley, Many Glacier Valley and the Looking Glass Highway on the east side of the park, as well as the North Fork and Camas Creek areas on the park’s west side. The Sun Road can lead you to all of these areas, or they can be reached by state highways and county roads.








Host:





Whether you travel the Sun Road by private automobile, the Red Buses, Sun Tours or the new shuttle bus system, you know you have transportation options when you come to Glacier. Come and explore this gorgeous national park in the heart of Big Sky Country, Montana. Remember, the Sun Road is open for you to enjoy throughout the entire multi-year rehabilitation.











Host:





Hi, my name is Kim Redding. I am a ranger here in Glacier National Park, Montana. The historic Going-to-the-Sun Road has long been one of the park’s most popular destinations. It stretches over 50 miles through some of the most spectacular mountain scenery in North America, treating visitors to breathtaking views of glacier-carved peaks, emerald-blue alpine lakes, and lush forests. Since its original construction in the late 1920s and early 1930s, the road has been subjected to decades of pounding rockslides and avalanches, severe alpine weather, heavy traffic and inadequate maintenance due to a lack of funding.  The Sun Road is now undergoing a monumental rehabilitation on the steep, rugged 12-mile alpine section to correct structural, drainage and safety problems. The National Park Service and its primary partner, the Federal Highway Administration, are committed to preserving this national treasure for generations to come.


 





Narrator:





During the rehabilitation effort, visitors to Glacier National Park are going to see and experience far more construction activity than encountered in the past. This presentation provides information that will help ensure that you have the best possible experience and encounter minimal inconveniences during construction. The National Park Service and Federal Highway Administration are working hard to make driving the Going-to-the-Sun Road as pleasant and enjoyable as possible during the entire rehabilitation.








Narrator:





Despite all of the construction activity, the Sun Road, as it is often abbreviated, will remain open to two-way motorized traffic during the normal visitor season throughout the entire multi-year rehabilitation. During the peak season from mid-June to mid-September, travelers will experience no more than 30-minute delays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. During non-peak hours from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. and from 3 p.m. to 8 p.m., motorists will experience no more than a one-hour delay. Before June 15 and after September 15, portions of the Sun Road may be closed to facilitate larger work zones that require much longer delays. However, Logan Pass will always be accessible from either the west or the east side of the park.
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