Using GPS PhotoLink Output and ArcMap
Quick Map capability for ArcMap – Even in Alaska
Look at the power of photolinking GPS with digital photos.  Anyone with a GPS in an aircraft, on the ground can do this sort of mapping.

Ingredients to make this happen:  
· A digital Camera.  
· A Garmin or Trimble receiver. 
· GPS Photolink software for $229.  http://geospatialexperts.com
· Connection to an internet.  
· ArcGIS or Arcview.

The power of internet mapping is brought to bear when you simply have no time to scrounge for data and produce a map out in the middle of nowhere.  Fire folks know this first hand.  The internet map quality will vary throughout your state, but the Kenai Peninsula in Alaska and major cities have awesome imagery, some as good as 1’ pixel orthos.  The entire state is covered by at least the 1:63,360 DRG’s.  Why peck around and try to find the GoodNews D6 ortho, when its served, for free, on any number of Internet Map Servers.  GPS PhotoLink simply has the hooks to these sites pre-built and if you are connected to the internet, a map is retrieved with the coordinates supplied by the GPS.  Were seeing 4-8 meters throughout the state in accuracy with a Garmin!
I took some screen shots from within ArcMap on a recent photo “shoot”.  I took a photo of a recent GIS Team meeting at the Alaska Regional Office’s new picnic table.  Located south of the building between C and B street, and between 5th and 6th streets.
Note, I’m only connected to the internet during this exercise.  No maps were added in the data frame except for those retrieved from the internet.  

Simply added to the table of contents the GPS photolinked shapefile called GPSPhotoLinked PictureShape and activated the GPS Photolink Extension.
If you are taking digital photos, why not make “Georeference” the Photo!  Get out there and start mapping with GPS and Digital Cameras!
Joel Cusick

AKRO – National Park Service

N 61º 13’ 01.40”  W 149º 53’ 11.38”    NAD83

470 ft Above MSL (Geoid 99Alaska)
http://www.mapquest.com/maps/map.adp?zoom=9&latlongtype=decimal&latitude=61.217085&longitude=-149.886471
Hovering over the point:  A quick thumbnail pops up
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Clicking on the point hotlinks or hyperlinks the Watermarked photo with Coordinates burned onto the JPEG image
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Right Mousing over point and selecting Load image as layer, autogenerates a new dataframe, with the watermarked image.  Great for Quick Layout production for map inserts.

Right Mousing and selecting Load background Image as layer, retrieves the internet map from US IMAGE.  IN this case it’s the 1992 Black/White Ortho from [image: image8.png]= Untitled - ArcMap - Arcinfo
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1992. Its unprojected in WGS84 Datum, so you can project the dataframe to any projection you desire.  Note that our building was not built yet..

Right Mouse Clicking on the point and selecting Show Web Page, brings up the web page HTML file that the program pre-created.  Note the high level of metadata for this photo taken with a digital Camera. 
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Examples of Internet Maps around State:
Hope and the Gull Rock Trail south of Anchorage.  Note: Most Internet sites allow screen captures and world file creation for permanent image capture.
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Lake Clark and Silver Salmon Area

[image: image3.jpg]



Fairbanks – YUGA Office
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Clicking on any of these internet sites retrieves a map.





Simply email this HTML file to someone and they get the Picture and Map!!!
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