
Self-Guided

Educational Group Activities

for Beach, Burying Grounds, and Visitor Center Areas

The landscape around George Washington Birthplace National Monument is very similar to what early colonists experienced.  This landscape and the traditional land uses have remained fairly unchanged for the last 275 years.  What existed here prior to the colonists?  How did the Colonial Period forever change the landscape?  How do we, at the dawning of the 21st century, fit into the environmental scene and become good stewards of the land?

These are some of the questions the group can think about as they explore different park habitats and use areas with your chaperones.  Some of the discussion questions below reference information found on interpretive signs.  Remind students that this is a national park and therefore it is important to not collect anything, but to leave all things as they are found so that the resource is preserved and others can enjoy the same discoveries.  They should explore in groups of no more than 10 with a chaperone, to keep within Leave No Trace guidelines.
Beach area

1. Why did colonial settlement occur first along the rivers in Virginia?

· (hint: think of ships bringing goods from England and planters paying in tobacco that would be sold in England)

2. Look at the shells on the beach.  How well do you think the Washingtons could depend on the aquatic resources here?  (Hint: are there a lot of different kinds, are they plentiful, is there evidence of fishing activities such as crab bouys?)

3. What causes (agents) of erosion to you see?

· Is the erosion caused by natural occurrences or human influences?

4. What might the impacts of erosion be?  (Hint: think about the land, underwater plants, oyster reefs, etc.) 

5. How might erosion be slowed?

6. What do you think has become of eroded materials?

7. Do you think similar things happened in George Washington’s time?

· Do you think the Washingtons dealt with erosion, and if so, what might they have done?  If not, why not?

8. Why can we not be sure exactly where the Washington’s wharf was, over 200 years ago? (Hint: think about erosion, and ice in the river)

9. The park is part of the Chesapeake Bay program, which is helping to teach people about how valuable the Bay is.  They teach about how the Bay used to be, what happened to it and what we’re doing to help fix it.  The water in front of you is the Potomac River.  So why do you think what happens here at Popes Creek changes the Chesapeake Bay?  (Hint: are we upstream or downstream from the Chesapeake Bay?  Look at a map if needed.) 
Burying Grounds
10. What features or resources would have made this a good home site for early European settlers and for Native Americans?

11. What changes do you think have occurred to this landscape since the Washingtons’ time?  (Hint: think about erosion, vegetation, amount of different types of animals)
12.  The park has to protect both the historic landscape and the natural resources here.  Historically, the Washingtons grew tobacco here.  Now these fields would support native species of grasses that would look like farmland if the park helped them a little (planting grasses, removing invasive plants).  If the park did nothing, these fields would grow up to forest.  How should the park decide whether to replant historical tobacco fields, to encourage native grasses, or to do nothing?  
13. Did the burying ground look like this in the Washingtons time?  What was different?  Why was it changed?

14. How many generations of Washingtons lived in this country by the time George was born here?

Visitor Center
15. What year was George Washington born?

16. Look at the artifacts on the lower level of the visitor center (beside the theater).  What types of evidence do they give us about the Washingtons’ life here?

17. The monument you saw when you first drove into the park was put there to help us remember George Washington.  What else in the park helps us remember him?

18. How does the park help us remember George Washington and his important contributions to our country?
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