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What are museums? 

Ã òA public or private non-
profit agency or institution 
organized on a permanent 
basis for essentially 
educational or aesthetic 
purposes which, utilizing a 
professional staff, owns or 
utilizes tangible objects, 
cares for them, and 
exhibits them to the public 
on a regular basis.ó ð 
Museum Services Act, 20 U.S.C. 
968(4) 



What are museums?  

Ã òIn a museum, content, made 
real by contact with objects, 
stories, ideas, and lives from 
the realms of science, art, 
and the humanities, can offer 
a gathering point for 
exploration of an 
inexhaustible store of topics. 
The museum is a place for 
tactile, emotional, and 
intellectual contact with 
people, ideas, or objects 
that have the potential to 
inspire.ó ð Harold Skramstad 

Photo: Carnegie Museum of Art 



What are collections? 

Ã Objects, artifacts, 
natural history 
specimens, live animals, 
or archives held in the 
public trust 

Ã How collections are 
acquired (accessioning!): 

ÄDonations/Gifts 

ÄField Collections 

ÄTransfers 

Ä Incoming Loans 

ÄPurchases 

 

 



Collections Policy, Laws, and Ethics 

Ã Act for the Preservation of 
American Antiquities, 1906 

Ã Organic Act of 1916 

Ã Museum Properties Management 
Act, 1955 

Ã Archaeological Resources and 
Protection Act (ARPA), 1979 

Ã Native American Graves Protection 
and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), 
1990 

Ã Archaeological collections and 
natural science specimens 
recovered from within park 
boundaries are property of the 
U.S. Government (43 CFR 7.13 and 
36 CFR 2.5g) (Excluding NAGPRA 
items) 



Why canõt we collect EVERYTHING? 

Ã Mission statements 

Ã Museum Management Plans 

Ã Scope of Collection Statement: 

Ä Defines the purpose of the 
parkõs collection 

Ä Sets limits on subject matter, 
geographical location, time 
period 

Ä Evolves from legislation and 
planning documents, laws, 
regulations, and NPS 
policies 

Ä States the types of objects 
to be acquired to fulfill the 
parkõs mission 

 

 

 



Fort Vancouver NHSõs SOCS 

òThe purpose of this collection is to increase knowledge and 
inspiration among present and future generations through 
exhibits, research, and interpretive programs; support 
research, resource management and education; provide 
baseline data of park cultural resources; document changes 
these resources are undergoing because of internal park 
conditions and external effects; to guarantee the protection 
of important objects whose in-situ preservation cannot be 
assured. 

Objects and archival collections to be acquired for the museum 
collection must possess a direct association to the park. Items 
which lack such an association will not be acquired.ó  



Fort Vancouver NHSõs SOCS 

Ã Periods of Significance: 

Ä Fort Vancouver: 1825-
1860 

ÄMcLoughlin House: 1846-
1867 

ÄVancouver Barracks and 
Officerõs Row: 1849-
1950 (includes Spruce 
Mill and CCC periods) 

ÄPearson Field: 1905-
1941 



Now what? 

Ã Objects must be preserved in 
perpetuity, and protected 
from the agents of 
deterioration: 

1. Physical forces (shock, 
vibration) 

2. Fire 

3. Water 

4. Incorrect Temperature 

5. Incorrect Relative Humidity 

6. Light and Ultraviolet 
Radiation 

7. Pests 

8. Contaminants 

9. Criminals and Vandals 

10. Custodial Neglect 

And donõt forget inherent vice! 



Controlling the Environment 

Preventive Actions 



Housekeeping 

Preventive Actions 



Pest Management 

Preventive Action  


