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- FOREWORD

This, report has been prepéréd to‘satisfy the research needs
as enumerptéd in Hisforical Resource.Study Proposal, FOSU-H-5,
Troop Movement Maps,vBattlé of Sullivan's Island. As pfoposed.by
Superintendent Paul C. Swértz, this report is designed '"to provide
.documenfary detail of troop (and ship) dispositions in the Battle
of SulliQ;n's Island and other Revolutionary War engageménts aimed
at the capture of Fort Mopltrie."~ In addition, this study is
directed at‘éxplaining why the British failed in 1776 to capture
Sullivan‘; Island and why they succeeded in capturing Fort Moultrie
and Charleston in 1780, |

A number of persons have assi#ted in the preparation of this
report. Particular thanks are due Superintendent Paul Swartz and
Historian John Dobrovolny for their assistance at the site; to
Dr. William James Morgan and Robert I. Campbell of the Naval History
Division of the Navy Department for permitting me to examine and
make use of unpublished source materials collected for the monumental
Naval Documents of the American Revolution Series; to Frank Sarles
for reading the report gnd ﬁis valuable editorial sugéestions; and

to Dorothy Junkin for the hours she spent typing this manuscript.

Edwin C. Bearss

Washington, D. C.
October 1968
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CHAPTER I

The British Move Against Charleston \

As early as the summer of 1775, the British Government had

" been ied to believe by its Royal Governors, especially Josiah
Martin of North Carolina and Lord W1111am Campbell of South Carollna
that the Loyalists in the Southern Colonles could destroy the Rebels
with the_ald of several reglments of British Regulars. They wrote
the Earl of Dartmouth, Secretary of State for the American Depart-
ment, urging him to champion this course of action. Dartmouth was
impressed by what he read, and, in September 1775, he suggested‘
that Sir William Howe, who in October was named the Bri;ish Commander-
ih-Chief in North America, disﬁatch an-expedition.from his base at
Boston to assist the Southern Loyalists.

The force to be committed to this enterprise was soon increased.
When Dartmouth informed King George III of his plans in mid-Octdber,
the Kiﬂg was asked to sanction an expedition which was %o include
not only troops from Howe's army but also additional un%ts to be
transported direct to the Southern Colonies from Great éritain.
George III approved Dartmouth's proposal and ordered fivéiregiments
(the 15th, 37th, 53d, 54th, and 57th Regiments of Foot) tq/ be }'/
readied to assist the Loyalist in North Carolina. These inits wefe

to be commanded by an officer designated by General Howe and were

' o
to be reinforced by such regiments as Howe could spare from Boston.

'-

£
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The regulars to be d1spatched from the Br1t15h Isles were to

J

'rendezvous at Cork in Ireland and the Government hoped that

e

they would be ready to cmhark by December 1 They;yere to sail
- for the mouth of the Cape Fear River in North'Carolina; where

'

' they would join their gcneral and the force embarked athoston.

The Ministry trusted that, with the a1d of these sold1ers,

North Carollna f1rst and then the other Southern Colonles in turn

wtﬁ

s

would be restored to the1r loyalty to the Crown
Like many plans thls one looked to 1ts sponsors, who were

armchaxr strateg1sts, as if it must succeed But, in the f1na1
o .
analys1s, 1t was dependent on the cooperatlon of the Loyalists in

. RS
"’M

large numbers. Dartmouth recogn1zed this. If the Tories did not

rise en masse, all the Brltlsh could hope to accomplish was to
land and occupy a base on the coast from which to make raids into
the hlnterland. |

‘oa}thQ:E had reason to expect success. The Royal Governors'
' reports'wereﬂoptimistic; the long, cold New England winter would
curtail m111tary operat1ons around Boston General Howe could
'therefore spare several of h1s veteran reglments, and Dartmouth
hoped that these, in add1t10n to the ones assembllng at Cork

Yooy

'could reduce the South and reJo1n Howe before the summer campaign

commenced
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The diversion of a forcé, respéctable in point of numbers,
to the Carolinas can scarcely be defended on military grounds.
Lord North's Ministry, as has been pointed out, had been induced
to undcrfakc it by thc expectation of support from thce Loyalists
of that recgion. That there were large numbers pf thesc in the
Carolinas cannot be disputed; but while military operations must
take into consideration political conditions, the latter should
not be permitted té overbalance sound strategic doctrines.

Neverthé]ess, in October, Lord Sandwich, the First Lord of
the Admiralty, named Commodore Sir Peter Parker to command the
naval force assigned to the expedition.1 Meanwhile, the arﬁy's
commitment had been increased by two regiﬁents, making a total
of seven. Because of these additions, fears were voiced that it

might prove impossible to land all the troops at Cape Fear. The

officer in charge of the soldiers would accordingly determine if

‘the regulars were to be disembarked in North Carolina, or if‘they

should be diverted to one of the harbors in South Carolina,

Charleston or Beaufort.

1. Eric Robson, "The Expedition to the Southern Colonies,
1775-1776," English Historiecal Review, LXVI (Oct., 1951), pp. 538-
548; George F. Scheer and Hugh F. Rankin, Rebels and Redcoats
(New York, 1959), pp. 145-146; William L. Clowes, The Royal Navy:
A History from the Earliest Times to the Present, 5 vols. (London,
1898), Vol. 3, pp. 371-372; Joseph Allen, Battles of the British
Navy (London, 1842), Vol. 1, p. 224.



On bécemberll the-floot was notvready to Sail fron Cork.
Another,month was needed to assemﬁle the regiments, ordnance,
_transport§, stores, and-thé warshipé Parker needed és escorts.

Preparations, however,<coniinued to drag, and it was February 12, . . A
1776, befo}e the fleet hoisted anchor and stood out to sea. This
- delay was 'to be costly, because the expedition reached the American

coast too iate to subdue the Southern Colonies and still join
General Howe go? the beginnihg of his summer carﬁpaign.2

The-paséage from Cork was.to_take three months. Though
lengtﬁy, the ;rip across, one of the officeys reported, 'was not
disagreéable, after we got out of the Bay of Biscay,‘where Qe met
with the worst weather ever known at sea, and‘continued in that
situation for sixteen days.' Thereaftér the weathor had improved,
although}they were becalmed four or fivedays.3

General Howe in the meantime had selected Maj. Gen. Henry Clinton

to command the Southern Expedition. Clinton, born into an aristocratic

2. Robson, "The Expedition to the Southern Colonies, 1775-1776,"
English Historical Review, LXVI, pp. 538-548. 6 The two additional
regiments assigned to the expedition were the 28th and 46th Regiments
of Foot. 'John S. Fortescue, 4 Hzetory of the British Army (London,
1902), Vol. 3, p. 180.

3. William Falconer to Anthony Falconer, July 13, 1776, found

in Robert'W. Gibbes, Documentary History of the American Revolutzon,
3 vols. (New York, 1853-57), Vol. 2, pp. 19-20.

@
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“family, had gained his military experience on the Continent

during the Seven Years' War.4

In 1775 he had been ordered to Boston, where he had partici-
pated in the Battle of Bunker Hill. Having had several disagreements

with Howe on strategy, Clinton welcomed an escape from the immediate

~ supervision of hiS‘superior.5 Just before ;the expedition sailed,

however, Clinton began to have reservations about Dartmouth's

plan and seemed to dread shouldering responsibility for its success.
Despite these doubts, Ciinton sailed from Boston on Junuary 20,

1776, with a small force numbering not more than 1,500 soldiers.

Reaching New York on February 4, Clinton remained there forvover a

week before resuming the southward voyage. He stopped in Virginia

to discuss the military situation with the royal governor, the Earl

of Dunmore, who had been compelled by the Patriots to flee Williamsburg

and live aboard a warship in Hampton Roads. Dunmore had scant

information for Clinton., Before the fleet could sail on, high winds
%

4. The American Rebellion, Sir Henry Clinton's Narrative of
His Campaigns, 1775-1782, With an Appendix of Original Documents,
edited by William B. Willcox (New Haven, 1954}, xiii-xvi. (Cited

hereinafter as Clinton, American Rebellion.)

5. Ibid., xvii-xviii.

6. Ibid., xviii.



'damugcdsone of thé ff&nqurts, haking répairs-necegsary, The

small flect finaily cleared Hahptén‘RQads on Februafy 27.7

| Clinton did not rcnéﬁ ihe Cape fear unfil,Ma;ch'lZ. There
hc,wansprpriscd to discbver that Parker's fleet had not arfived,

as he still believed jtvﬁad sailed at fhe beginning of Décembef.8

te ulsg.reccivcd.cVil tidings from Governor Martin. In Jénuary,
Martin;hgd called on the llighlanders in the North Carolina Piedmont
tovusscablc:under Donald McDonald near Cross Creek. They would then
march for the coast and assist the troops coming from Ireland in |
cruéhjng~the forces of rébcllion ig the :olony. When organizéd,
about February 15, there'were about 700 Highlanders, 700 Lbyalists,
and IOO'Regulators. On Fébruary 27, at Moores Creek, the Highlanders
. engaged a Patriot force ch'by Col. Richard Caswell. The Americans
routed theiLoyalists} who;fled leaving 30 killed or wounded on the

field and 85 prisbners,'wﬁile the Patriots suffered only two casual-

ties. British hopes for the assistance of a large number of Loyalists

had been dashed, and Clinton was compelled to re-evaluate the situation.

North Carolina, the original goal of the expedition, could not be

returned. to obedience to fhe Crown at this time,

7. Ibid., pp. 24-25. Among the units accompﬁnying Clinton was
the 33d.Regiment of Foot, two companies of light infantry, and a few
Highlanders.

8. Ibid., p. 26.

9.  Christopher Wafd;‘lhe War of the Revolution, edited by
John R. Alden, -2 vols. (New York, 1952), Vol. 2, pp. 662-664.

6
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There was nothing Clinton could do now but wait for the
fleet from Ireland. He had been at the Cape Fear for more than
a month before the first transport from Cork arrived on April 18.1

On May 3, 1776, Sir Peter Parker reached Cape Fear with three

‘warships (Bristol, Acteon, and Solebay), the storeship Sybella,

and 16 transports, ordnance ships, and victuallers. While the
ships anchored 6ff the bar, Parker, who flew his broad pennant
from Bristol, established contact with those ashore and learned,
much to his relief, that the frigate Sphinx, the hospital ship
BEEEE’ two transports, and a victualler had crossed the bar and
had anchored in the Cape Fear River oﬁ the 1st. There they Had

found His Majesty's sloops Falcon, Cruizer, and Scorpion, the

schooner St. Lawrence, and several transports. Five transports,

one ordnance ship, and two victuallers that had become separated
from the fleet during the stormy passage across the Bay of Biscay

were missing, however. Two vessels, Szren and Mercurz, had been .

.detached by Parker on May 2 to search for the missing ships.

Syren would cruise three to 15 leagues off Frying Pan Shoals,
while Mercury would cover the sea from Frying Pan Shoals to
Cape Romaine.

Parker by mid-May had succeeded in getting all his ships,

except his flagship, across the bar and into the river. For

10. Clinton, American Rebellion, p. 28.

7

0



convenience in communicafing with General Clinton, Sir Peter

transferred his pennant to the frigate Solebaz.11

As’ supplies were short, Parker put the squadron on two-thirds

rations of bread, beef, and pork. A week's provisions were trans-

: ferred'érom the army's victuallers, which carried sforés to last
‘for 12 weeks, to the fleet. John Read, Bristol's.purser, was
:'able_to,purchése flour and rice from several of the prizes, which
héiped'élieMiatc the situation. General Clinton had brought with
him a lafgg:quanﬁhty of rum'purchased in Virginia, a few hogsheads

2 To assist Parker,

of Which~he promised to'share with the navy.l
;Clinfon organized a large foraging éarty. A battalion of'iight
infantry and the 33d:and 37th Regiments of Foot were embarked in
flat-bottomed boats. Some provisions were secured by this force,
but not as many as an'cic:ipaz.teda‘i3

As if these were not troubles enough, Lord Charles Cornwallis,

who was in charge of the troops embarked at.Cork, notified Clinton

11. Parker to Stephens, May 15, 1776, English Records,
Admiralty I, Vol. 486, p.. 105. Copies of the records of the
BritishrAdmiralty cited in this gtudy are on file &t the Naval
History Division, Department of the Navy.

12.: Ibid.

13, John Drayton, Memoirs of the American Revolution, 2 vols.
(Charleston, ,1821), Vol, 2, p. 278.

e
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and Parker that six companies of fhe 46th'Infantry had been
strickenlﬁwith a Very bad févef."' Clinton accordingly had
these soldiers disembarkéd and segregated some distance from
the'camps of the troops he had brought with him from Boston. 1%

While the fleet was anchored off the bar, General Clinton
had written Lord George Germain, Secretary qf State for the
Colonies. From a letfer dated December 6, fhe_General.had learned
that the expedition which was arriving from Cork would have with
it, in addition to tﬁe infantry, two companies of Royal Artillery
armed with ten battalion guns and as many howitzers and light 3-
pounders as they could efficiently sefve.

Germain had emphasized that Clinton was to cooperate with the
"well affected inhabitants'" and when these operations were terminated
he was to "join Genl. wae with the Forces under [his] command as
early in the spring as possible.'" Because of the disaster at Moores
Creek, Clinton reported, nothing could be accomplished by His Majesfy's

troops in North Carolina. Reviewing for his superior the situation

in South Carolina, he observed that the 'well affected have some

14. Clinton to Howe, May 18, 1776 (Sir Henry Clinton Papers,

. MsS Collection, William L. Clements Library, Ann Arbor, Mich.).

Cornwallis had joined the British army as an ensign in 1756 and had
seen service in Europe in the Seven Years' War. As a member of
Parliament, he opposed the tax measures which helped bring on the
Revolution. When the war came, however, he placed himself at the
King's service. '
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time since assembled in arms, and are now totally dispersed."
Althbugﬁ Charleston could Se céﬁtured, its rédﬁction, if the
latest reports concernlng its defenses were true, would be
E "exceed1ng1y d1ff1cu1t " and in h1s op1n1on, contribute "little
to the estab11shment of order in that Prov1nce" at thlS season

of the year. In South Carolina, a% well as thevothe; Southern
Colbnies, the Loyalists'liQed principally in the-Piedmont.‘ If
they wére mo_réndez§ous with His Majesty's troops, these 'unarmed
’peasénts" would be compellga to.force their way across "a Province
in arms."15 |

‘Several days after .General Clinton had written Lord Germéin,

the sloop-of-war Nautilus arrived from Halifax with a letter from
Geherél?Howe. This wes thé first message he had received from
Howe in four months. Howe in this letter outlined his plans for

a summer's campaign~aimedla; giving the British possession of
New Ybrk harbor and the Hudson River Valley. After studying Howe's
'1communiéatiqn, Clinton was satisfied.that his superior would not

call upon him for "any immediate assistance at the opening of his

campaign " No date or place of rendezvous had been named by Howe

Indeed he gave the impre551on that he wished Clinton to take some

!

15. Clinton to Germain, May 3, 1776 (English Records, ER 4,
1775*1776)

10
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{ action in the "Southern Colonies, and pointed out Charles Town

[N

. . as an object of importance to his Majesty's Service."
Previous to the receipt of this message, Clinton had planned

return to Chesapeake Bay. Information also reached him at this

A

g

-

3

725_{ime that the "works erected by the Rebels on Sulivan's [sic]

Island (the key to Charles Town harbou)'were in an imperfect and

v

unfinished state."

pne N

L General Clinton accordingly was not unprepared, when Sir Peter

{

/coup de main.'" He was of the opinion that the capture of Charleston
' 16

}
§arker proposed 'to attempt the reduction of that Fortress by a
c

g"would prove of great advantage to his Majesty's service."
Two of the missing transports had anchored in the Cape Fear
River by May 18. Still hissing were three of the transports, the
man-of-war ﬂgzk; two bombers, an ordnance storeship, and a victualler.
Parker, on the arrival of these vessels and as a result of his
-discussions with Clinton, sent two vessels the frigate Sphinx and

Pensacola Packet to patrol off Charleston Bar and to reconnoiter the

‘harbor defenses. He had heard that the Rebels were fortifying
Charleston, putting Fort Johnson in a "posture of defence, and
erecting a Fort of considerable strength on Sullivan's Island."

An officer of the Royal Engineers (Captain Moncrief) and a naval

16. Clinton to Germain, July 8, 1776 (English Records, ER 4,
1775-1776).

11
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‘sounded.

lieutenant had taken passage abbard.the'packet'with orders to

reconnoiter'the works the Americans were erecting on Sullivan's

" Island, at Cummings Point, and the Lighthousé on Morris Island

to command the entrance to the harbor. Charleston Bar would be
17 "

Writing Howe of Sir Peter Parker's plan to attack Charleston,

Clintohﬁon May 18 assured his superior that he would attempt "little

more'thﬁn putting his troops on shore for a few days," although he

was sa;isfiﬁd’tham‘with "sufficient force operations of consequence

. , . . .18
might be carried on."1

§ph1nxwand Pensacola Packet rejoined the fleet in the Cape

Fear River on the 26th. Besides examining the passes through

~ Charleston Bar, the British ships liad sent out a small boat

expedition which entered the harbor and burned St. James, a vessel

- which had succeeded in rurining the blockade.

- After listening to the favorable reports of Captain Moncrief

and the naval officer, Sir Peter ordered the captains to get their

iy Parker to stephens, May 15, 1776 (English Records,
Admiralty I, Vol. 486, p. 105)y Journal of the Expedition to
Charleston, S. c., Germain Papers, Secret Dispatch Book. For a
list. of .\His Majesty's ships, transports, victuallers, etc., which
had sailed from Cork and were anchored in the Cape Fear River on
May 15, .1776, see Appendix A.

18. ' Clinton to Howe, May 18, 1776 (Sir Henry Clinton Papers).

12
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i
ships ready for sea. Water was taken aboard on May 28 and 29.
General Clinton chafed at the»deléy, and on the 30th he dropped
a note to Pérqu, suggesting that as time was passing the fleet
should put to 'sea immediately" with the master of each transport
having sealed'orders not to.be opened until the pilots had been
sent ashore. The vessels would then proceed to Bull Bay.19

In response to Clinton's goading, the fleet weighed anchor
dn May 30 and croséed the bar. Two vessels, Sphinx and Delegate,
were detached during the night and proceeded down tﬁe coast ''to
look in'" at Bull Béy and "to gain intelligence." The next morning,
the fleet took advantage of a fair'windAand beat its way'toward
the southwest. While running down the South Carolina coast, it
encountered the sloop-of-war Ranger with the missing transports
and victuallers. From the captain of Ranger, General Clinton
received a létter written by Lord Germain on Marcﬁ 3, Clinton,
on studying this dispatch, learned

if upon the arrival of the armament at Cape Fear . . .

[he] should be of the opinion upon a mature consideration

of all circumstances, that nothing could be soon effected

that would be of real and substantial service and advantage,

or that the making any attempt would expose the troops to

great loss from the season being too far advanced, and that

there should be a hazard of disappointing the service to the
Northward that . . . [he would] in that case proceed immediately

19. Clinton to Parker, May 30, 1776 (Clinton Papers); Parker
to Stephens, July 9, 1776 (Sir Peter Parker Papers).

13



'laid down by Lord Germain, and he determined to continue.

to join Maj. General Howe with . . . [his] whole Force,
leaving however a Regimert or two if the purpose therein
referred to could be affected.

i Clinton, on diséussing the éubject with his staff and generals,

‘éoncludeg that the projected attack on Charleston fit the gdidelines o e

20

(RN

On June 1 the fleet‘hove to and anchored off Bull Bay, where

Parker was disappointed to learn from Capt. Anthony Hunt of Sphinx

that, although his frigate had been off Charleston Bar since the

31st, he had been unable to discover any additional information
regarding the harbor's defenses. Clinton, from his quarters

aboard the transport'Sovereigg, now proposed that the shallow

‘draft tfﬁnsports be sent into Bull Bay. Earlier Parker had

cautioned the General that if the ships remained where they were,
they would be endangered by the first storm. Parker, however,
felt it unwise to take thelfleet into Bull Bay, and that if an
attack were made the fleet should go over Charleston Bar. Orders

had been issued for the captains to have their ships prepared to

weigh anchor in the morning. Meanwhile, Sghin§ and the armed

schooner St. Lawrence would sound the bar and, if any obstructions

were encountered, remove them, 2!

20. Clinton to Gerﬁain, July 8, 1776 (English Records ER 4,
1775-1776). ' '

2l.: Parker to Clinton, June 1, 1776 (Clinton Papers). -, >

14
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Charleston Bar was not_abreast the mouth of the harbor,
but some distance beyond it. Inside tﬁe bar and paralleling
the coast from a point opposite thé Lighthouse to Cummings
Point was an anchorage known as Five-Fathom Hole. The channel
leading from Five-Fathom Hole into thg harbor pa#sed near the
southwestern shore of Sullivan's Island. |

Clinton had been thinking along similar lines. He told
Cornwallis that he Qould "not éttempt anything blindfolded,"
and "I must reconnoiter the object before I attempt it." If
the ships could not anchor in safety in Bull Bay, he would
propose that the fleet go over Charleston Bar and 'there iay
till the Plan of attack can be formed."22 Captain Hunt reported
Clinton's feelings to Sir Peter.

Sphinx and St. Lawrence spent the night anchored off

Charleston Bar, as small boat crews sounded and dragged for
obstructions. On the 2d they were joined by the friggte Active,
while Ranger and Delegate stood in close to The Breach, separating
Sullivan's and Long Island. (Long Island is now known as Isle of
Palms.) Small boats were lowered and manned, and the coast of

Long Island sounded as far as Rattlesnake'Shoal.23

22. Clinton to Cornwallis, June 1, 1776 (Clinton Papers). .

23. Parker to Stephens, July 9, 1776 (Sir Peter Parker Papers).

The fleet's most experienced pilot had been aboard Ranger.

15



The; Royal Governor of South Carolina, Sir4William Campbell,
who had accompanied the expéditibﬁ,'was'familiar with the area,
"andvhe had somcrinterésting-information'for Clintsn and Parker,
| He assured them that Su111van S Island was "a Post of the last
conseguence." For almost four months, durlng the previous year,u
the wursb{ps Tamar and Cherokee had prevented the Americans from
taking posse551on of the 1sland If it were recaptured Campbell
forecast that with their naval power the British could keep
possession. Two battalions of infantry and a detachment of artillery‘
would be;sufficient to hola Charleston,'if supported by two'frigates
in the harbor.

Shddid it bccome'necesssry.to bombard Charléston, he added,
most of the buildings belonged "either to friends of Government
or pebplé entirely innocent of the present disturbances. Many
Orphans{&”Widows . . . [have] their all vested in Houses,' but
he added{ "many of the principal Rebels have considerable property."24
Whereas on June 1 the winds had been "fair," they shifted at

4 a.m. on the 2d and became '"contrary." This led Parker to fear

that should the fleet‘get under way for the bar, the transports

24. Campbell to Clinton, June 2, 1776 (Germain Papers, MSS
Collection, William E. Clements Library, Ann Arbor, Mich.).
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‘would fall to the leeward. As the major juarantee of success

at Charleston appeared to rest on a "coup de main," Sir Peter
suggested to Clinton: (a) that the troops, covered by Ranger,

St. Lawrence, and the arméd ship Friendship, be landed on

Sullivan's Island, near The Breach; (b) the frigates and Bristol
would then cross Charleston Bar and make a diversion by bombarding

the small batteries the Americans had reportedly thrown up at

‘the Lighthouse and Cummings Point; (c) the mortar-ketch Thunder

would take position at Cummings Point; and (d) if the situation
were favorable the fleet would then cooperate with Clinton's
regiments in an attack on the Sullivan's Island batferies; Should
they reject this plan, Parker cautioned the generals, 'a great
deal of time may be lost, by anchoring the Transports within
Charles Town Bar in Five-Fathom Hole."25

- Clinton was astounded by Parker's proposition, because
he had "marked out" for the navy "little more than reducing
any insignificant Batteries.that may be found" at the Lighthouse
or Cummings Point. He believed that if the batteries on Sullivan's

Island were to be taken, the warships must blay the major role.

It would be impossible for the army to disembark at or near The

25. Parker to Clinton, June 2, 1776 (Germain Papers). Parker
on the 3d had Friendship armed. 1lat Lt. Charles Hope of Bristol
was placed in command of the newly commissioned warship. There
was no truth to the reports reaching the British that batteries
had been erected at the Lighthouge and Cummings Point.
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Breach, unless there was assurance: (a) that there was no surf;
(b)-that armed vessels could ;ake position close enough in to

cover the beach with their 'guns; and (c) that a naval landiﬁg

‘force be held ready to cooperate with ‘the army. . _ | o =

The General réiterated his view ‘that the:sooner the frigates
crossed the bar, the better‘it Qould be for His Majesty's forces.
The transports would follow.%s: |

_ ft was Parker's turn_tp be aroused, because he felt that the
ship§ in his plan wpuld ”begr a very considerable Part." Nat
being fied down to redu;ing.any major batteries, they would be
ready to cooperate ‘in thé‘é;taék on the Sullivan's Island Qorks.

To insure there would be no further misunderstandings on this

point, 'Parker assured Clinton, 'His Majesty's Ships . . . shall

during the course of the whole Expedition give every assistance , .

in their Power."

If ‘the ships sent to sound Charleston Bar and to yeeonnoiter
the coasts of Sullivan's and Long Islands fbund conditions satis-
factory, Parker promised that the navy would put the army ashore

without a musket being fired.l27

25.‘ Clinton to Parﬁefﬂ June 2, 1776 (Clinton Papers).

t

27. Parker to Clinton, June 2, 1776.(Germain Papers) .
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ihe Parker-Clinton dialogue was interrupted on the morning
of Juﬁe 4 when the fleet, ex;ept»gggggg, made sail and got under
way. Taking advantage of a fair wind, the ships ran down the
coast from their anchorage in Bull Bay and at noon aﬁchored of f
Charleston Bar. While the ships beat their way into position,
Delegate, covered by Friendship, sounded the bar and_buoyed Ship
Channel. From the fleet anchorage off.the bar, tﬁe sailors
looked northwest and saw the graceful spire of St. Michael's
Episcopal Church.?®

Early in the afternoon, Parker had his barge lowered and
manned and went aboard Sovereign'for a conference with General
Clinton. He.felt that in this way agreement might bedreaéhéd
for joint-action by the army and navy. Out of this discussion,
Parker had hoped that a meeting of the minds would be effected
regarding a landing by the army on the northeastern shore of
Long Island, as the first step in reducing the Sullivan's Island
batteries.  Although Clinton expressed interest in such an under-

taking, Parker did not press thé matter. Clinton, however,

proposed that Ranger and St. Lawrence be sent across the bar

. . 2 .
and into Spence's Inlet.,9 Sir Peter was agreeable.

28. Parker to Stephens, July 9, 1776 (Parker Papers),

_Journal of Expedition to Charleston, S.C., Germain Papers,

Secret Dispatch Book.
29. Spence's Inlet is now known as Dewees Inlet.
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vﬁé Parker was gettiﬁg ready to reboard his barge, preparatory
to :ethrning to Bristol, Clinton repéated his view that the flget'
should cross Charleston Bar, as soon as_possible.

Back aboard Bristol, Parker signaled St. Lawrence and

o
Friendship to join Ranger off Spemce's Inlet.. Orders were also -
issued}alerting his captains that if the winds were favorable on
the étﬁ, the‘frigates would get under way, go over the bar, and
"make éuch attacks as may be necessary to possess themseivés of
the Ha}bgur as far to the northward" as Cummings Point. By this
action: fhe‘frigates would clear the way for the transports.

fﬁere were only three pilots'in the fleet willing to carry
the ff;ggtes ovér:Charléston Bar, but they differed ''so much |
among themselves' that Parker wds afraid to place much dgpendence
on theh. Moreover, he was unable to‘secure information on how
many .ships could anchor in Five-Fathom Hole, or whether the water
was deep enough to allow the vessels't6 take position within range
of thélAmerican batteries.30

After Parker had departed, Clinton discussed the situation
with his staff. They agreéd to take possession of the north end
of Long Island, as Parker suggésted. The geven transports with
the ;ﬁallowest drafts would proceed to'Spence's Inlet'and take

station there, provided they could anchor in safety.
ty- )

30. Parker to-Clihton, June 5, 1776 (Germain Papers). &

~»
-
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While Sir Peter had been aboard Sovereign, he had suggested
that in the interest of inter-service harmony Clinton might

transfer his headquarters to Bristol. Clinton, after reflection

~on Parker's invitation, declined, as he was subject to sea

sickness. In relaying this iﬁfdrmation to Parker, the Geperal
pointed out that until such time as Five-Fathom Hole was sounded,
and the fleef anchored safely inside tﬁe bar, he did pot beiieve
"any plan of consequence can be adopted." In the meantime, he
would have Sovereign anchor as near Bristol as pqssible. |

Clintqn now requesied that Friendshig or some otherlveSSQI
of light draft be stationed neaf the southwestern poini of Long
Island. This vessel would have a dual mission: she would'engage
any American ship that might debouch from The Breach, and she
would cover the disembarkation of Clinton's redcoats on the Long
Island beaches.31

Their exchanges on the 5th satisfied Clinton that he and
Parker were now in general agreement '"upon every measure that
is necessary to be taken previous to the fleets.[siq] going into

safety within the Bar." Information had reached Clinton which

satisfied him that there was "ample room for the whole fleet"

A 31. Clinton to Parker, June 5, 1776 (Clinton Papers).
Soundings taken by the crew of Ranger on June 4 had shown that
vessels with a draft not exceeding 11 feet could cross the bar
at Spence's Inlet. Parker to Clinton, June 5, 1776 (Germain .
Papers). '

21



to -anchor betﬁeeh;the Lighthouse and Cummings Point. If he
were mistaken, the‘light-dnaft transports could be ordered

-to ‘Spence's Inlet, as 'soon ‘as Ranger and St. Lawrence had

secured that anchorage. The victuallers could be sent to

~ Stono Creek, which would leave 30 ships to be anchored in
'-Five-séthom Hole.? o

‘Thé-ﬂﬁqd was unfavorable on the 6th, so the fleet remained
~at anchor. ﬁOn'the:followiﬁg day, June 7, the wind had pickedvA
up .and was blowing from the southeast. Satisfied that conditions
were favorable,ﬁParkef'siéﬁaled the ships to make sail. Success-
fuldy nav1gat1ng Ship Channel the frigateé and most of th@;.
‘transports :anchored in F1ve Fathom Hole One vessel, the |

X T
vxctuallgréprlnce of P1edmont, ran into trouble. She grounded

_hard and fast on North ‘Breaker and bilged. Working parties were
able to salvage her cargo but not the ship.
‘Meanwhile, the seven light-draft transports had joined

Ranger and .St. Lawrence at Spence's Inlet, while Friendshi
zanger : , Friendship

maneuvered herself into position off The Breach.
Bristol and a few of the deeper-draft transports had remained

outside Charleston Bar. From .the flagship's quarterdeck, Parker

32. Clinton to Parker, June 6, 1776 (clinton Papers) .
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had been studying through his glass the fort on Sullivan's

_Island. What he saw convinced him that if the fort were to

be reduced, the 50 guns of Bristol would have to be brought
to bear. He accordingly assembled all the captains of the
squadron, and called before them all the masters and pilots
to secure their opinions as to the possibility of taking
Bristol over the bar. The pilots, as well as the masters
familiar with Charléston Harbor, were in agreement that if
she.could be lightened to draw no more than 17 feet, six inches,
Bristbl could make the passage th:ough tortuous Ship Channel.
Parker, satisfied that it couid be done, ordered Capfain
John Morris to turn his crew to dismounting the guns of the
flagship and transferring them to lighters.33 H
It took the tars two days to lighten Bristol. On the 9th
the sailors cheered as the remaining transports and Thgnder
croSsed the bar. The next day, at 11 a.m., the big ship-of-the-
line weighed anchor and beat her way toward Ship Channel. Bristol

touched on the bar, but she slid off and sailed into Five-Fathom

33. Parker to Stephens, July 9, 1776 (Parker Papers);
Journal of Expedition to Charleston, S.C., Germain Papers,
Secret Dispatch Book.
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Hole, where shé was‘reéeived by three'cheets from the rest of
the fieet:34

,_Meanwhile, General Clinton with 500 soldiers on the éth
‘ uad'made an uhopposed lgndihg on ﬁﬁe‘beacheé at the northeastéern
end of Long Island.' As soon as tﬁ%.ﬁatrols which were pushed
out ‘returned with new§ that ;he:e were no Aﬁericéns on thé
island, Clinton had his men establish an entrenched-camp and

bring in supplies in small boats through the booming,surf}35

34, Journal of Expedition to Charleston, S.C,, Germain
Papers, Secret Dispatch Book. '

35. Ibid.y Parker to Stephens, July 9, 1776 (Parker Papers).
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CHAPTER 11

The Americans Gird for the Test

South Carolina, with the aid of the Continental Congress,
by the time.the Britisﬁ fleet hove to off Bull Bay had_nearly
completed plans for the defense of Charleston Harbor. By the
beginniﬁgvof 1776, thé Continental Congress had reéognized
that "it appears the British ministry and their agents have
meditated and are preparing to make attacks upon Charleston

. and several places in Virginia and probably in North
Carolina" and recommended that the committees of these coloﬁies
make a "vigorous defense." |

These words were hardly necessary for South Carolina.
Charleston had a long Whig tradition, and from tﬁe'first clash
with Royal Governor Campbell, its leaders recognized its exposed
position. The town had enjoyed its own tea party and the Whigs
had spirited away public gunpowder and royal arms under cover of
darkness. In June 1775 the province had raised two regiments,
the 1st and 2d, of a thousand men each, and a regiment (the 3d)
of rangers for the frontier. It had taken possession of Fort
Johnson, established a Rebel Government, and for President had
elected John Rutledge, the influential dean of the Charleston bar.

By the time the Continental Congress succumbed to the

pressure of its Southern members, and on March 1, 1776; designated
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Maj. Cen. Charlés-Lee‘ta'comﬁand the newly cfeated Squthern
Department, fatigue partiés‘were alieédy fortifying the city

.and harbor. With Leé iﬁ'command, the Congress bélieved that
Charleston woqld'be secﬁre, for néxt to Gphera; George Washipgton
-fhe legislators considered him‘Amerﬁca's ablest general.

Lee headed south ;nd established his headéuarters in the
Governor's Palace in4Wi11iémsburg, Virginia, prepared‘to
dtrect~;heiaéfen5e of that colony. He concluded that since
North Carolina had little strategic importance, the British
~ Southern Expédition,wouid'land either in Virginia or sdu;h
Carolina. | o |

Bécéuse of the exténaed,gbsénce from Charleston of Col.
Christopher Gadsdenlofv#ﬂe,lst South Carolina Regiment, who
was a member of the Secénd Continental Congress, the direction
of the city's defense rested on the colonel of the 2d Regiment,
William Moultrie.l Moultrie was of medium height, stout, and
red-faced. He had served in the militia for years and had beén in
combat against the Chéroi(ées.2

‘Charleston, which had a population of about 3,500, was

located at the point of,fhe peninsula formed by the confluence

b
v )

i

1) Scheer and Rankin, Rebals and Redcoats, pp. 148-150;
Ward, -War of the Revolution, vol. 2, pp. 665-670.

re -
2. sScheer and Rankin, Rebels and Redecoats, p. 150.
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" of the Ashley and Cooper Rivers. Two islénds faced each other

across the entrance to Charleston Harbor, Sullivan's Island

to the northéast and Morris Island to the southwest, Sullivén's
Island lay norfheast and southwest, its western one-third curving
in like a cupped hand toward Charleston. One and one-half miles
southwest of the southernmost point of Sullivan's Island wés‘the
ﬁorthernmost tip of Morris Island, Cummings Point., Fort Johnson,
the fort guarding the southern entrance to the harbor, was on
James Island, two and one-eighth milesvsouthwest of the western
tip of Sullivan's Island. The anchorage between Fort Johnson

and Sullivan's Island was known as Rebellion Road. Bécausé of

a large shoal, upon which Fort Sumter was subsequently erected,
ships entering Charleston Harbor had to navigate a course that
skirted the southwestern shore of Sullivan's Island. The entrance
to the harbor in turn was shielded by Charleston Bar, which was
not abreast the mouth of the harbor, but some distance south éf
it. There were six passes through the bar. From north to south
they were: Five Feet Channel, Eight Feet Channel, Middle Channel,
The Swash, Ship Channel, and Lawford's Channel. Only the last
two could be navigated by deep-draft vessels. A lighthouse on

Morris Island was located opposite Ship Channel. Between Charleston
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 Bar and the entrance to the harbor was a large anchorage;
Five-Fathon Hole.’ | |
Colonel Moultrié on March 2,-1776,'héd been ordergd by‘

Président Rutledge to proceed to Sullivan's Island to take
;ommaﬁd of the force engaged in building a ''large fort"
deSigﬁed by the engineers io be defended by l,OQO men. When’.
" he reached the island, Moultrie found a "great number of
mechanics and negroe labqrers" had been turned out to complete
the works, as it was looked upon as the key to Charleston
Harboi.® )

_ Several officers had preceded Moultrie to the island, one

of whbm was Capt. Peter Horry. His company had been given the

missioﬂ of preventing the British warships Tamar and Cherokee
from putting ashore ianding parties. Horry and his people had
not been there very long before Moultrie and his'regiment arriyed.
In .the following weeks thousands of palmetto logs to be used in
building the fort were rafted over from the mainland by Negro
Rorkhéangs. Horry likeﬁed the fort to an "immense pen, 500

feet long, and 16 feet wide, filled with sand to stop the shot."”

. ‘3. "Map of the Clinton Collection, 302, Charleston, the
British Attack of 1776"; "An Exact Plan of Charles-Town-Bar and
Harbour, from an Actual Survey," Cartographic Branch, Library of
Congress. '

4. William Moultrie, Memoirs of the American Revolution . . .

2 vols. (New York, 1802), Vol. 1, p. 124.
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For their platforms, the-soldie?s used two-inch plank; nailed
down witﬁ sﬁikes.5

Word was sqon'received that the British at Boston were
outfitting an expedition to send against Charleston. This
news caused Mbultrievto call for round-tﬁg-clock fatigue details.
All the mechanics and laborers in and about Charleston were turned
out. A great number of Negroes were brought in from the country.
To Cuvlonel Moultrie it seemed that '"every one was.busy, and
everything went on with great spirit."6

‘Then in mid-May there were reports that Sir Peter Parker
with a formidable squadron had arrived in the Cape Fear, and
that either Virginia or Charleston was his goal. The Cha}lest6n~_
ians' morale soared when they learned that General Lee was.en
route to their assistance with 1,300 Virginia troops, who had.
been reinforced along the way by 700 North Carolinians.7

w

. The activities of the frigate Sphinx and Pensacola Packet

caused tremedous excitement in late May. It was common knowledge

among the defenders that they had been sent down from the Cape

5. Peter Horry and Mason L. Weems, The Life of General
Francis Marion . . . (Philadelphia, 1866), pp. 36-37.

6. Moultrie, Memoirs of the American Revolutiom, Vol. 1,
p. 124. '

7. Drayton, Memoirs of the American Revolutiom, Vol. 2,
pp. 277-278. A

29



Fear to reconnoiter. ' F1ve of. Moultrle s bargemen had gone. out
to the frigate. Their barge was "hoisted with 58115 standing
athwart the Bowsprxt of the Man of War & to hang there for a
vwhole day " Many. people ashore bellev=d it was a ''way of
ABravado or prehaps [51c] as an innuendo of what they would
do with the Owner if they could lay the1r lands on him.' The
Americans -were dismayed, when a small boat party from Sphinx .
burned‘the jprize, ut James. When the two shxps vanished, there
was a realization that they would soon return with the fleet

On May 31 several courlers reached Charlesto A from the
President of Christ Church Parlsh with word that a large fleet
had been‘sighted'off,Dewees Island. ' The next day several ships
appeared off Charlesten,Bar, while it was said that between "'38°
and 40 sai'l" had anchoredhoff Bull ‘Bay. The appearance,ef.the
fleet ‘threw the city into the wildest confusion. President
Rutledge and the Council dispatched express riders te all parts
of the Province with calls for thetmilitia. Men dashed about |
Charleston looking for-herses, carriages, and boats to send
their families into the‘eountry. As refugees fled the town,
they*encountered the militia from the parishes marching in.
Barricades were erected 1n the pr1nc1pal streets, -while fl2ches
werelthrowh‘up-at any point where it was ‘believed the British

might‘disembark. In accordancé with an appeal from the Council,
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- the lead was removed f?om the.windbws of churches and dwellings

‘to be cast into musket balls. Nothing was left undone to

receive an attack, which was expected within the week.® At
least one member of the militia, Richard Hutson, was unimpressed
with the troops that had rallied to the Patriot cause. Since

his arrival in Charleston, all that he had seen caused him to

"have less and less opinion of our soldiery and I expect that

when it comes to the push we shall be obliged to do all ourse_lves."9

The alarm gun was fired on the 2d, and the fortifications
were inspected by President Rutledge and Brig. Gen. John Armstrong,
and "preparations for the most vigorous defence ordered."10®  That

evening the'frigate Active was seen to beat her way up from the

- windward and anchor off the bar.

Colonel Moultrie and his troops on Sullivan's Island watched

on June 3 as Ranger and Delegate put in toward shore. The smaller A

vessel spent most of the day sounding the approaches to Long Island

' 8. Moultrie, Memoirs, Vol. 1, p. 40; Drayton, Memoire of the
American Revolution, Vol. 2, pp. 279-280.

9, Hutson to Hayne, May 27, 1776, Hutson Papers, University
of North Carolina MSS Collection, Chapel Hill, North Carolina.

10. General Armstrong had been sent to Charleston in late
April by General Lee in response to a call for help from President

Rutledge. Scheer and Rankin, Rebels and Redcoats, p. 149; Drayton,
Memoire of the American Revolution, Vol. 2, p. 279.
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and TheiBreach}' Moultrie therefore concluded that the landing
would be_made in the area for which he was reSponsible. When
he relayed this information tc President Rutledge, Moultrie
wrote:

Out fort is now enclosed. Itsga the opinion of

everyone, that we should have more men at this

post; but, as I know they cannot be gpared from

the capital, 1 must make the best defence I cai

with what I have got; and doubt not, but that 1

shall, give 4 or 500 men a great deal of trouble

before they can dislodge me from this post. 1l

l" -

Meanwhile, Capt. Barnard Beekman had been; placed in charge
of the four 18-pounders émplaced at Haddrell Point.,  No rein-
fprcemeﬁt.gould be. spared for Sullivan's Island. As if tﬁis
weren\t.sqgious enqugh, Moultrie was notified by President
Rutledge that if Beekman. called for reinforcement, "you will
send it, if it can be spa,I;ged."l2

WOfk continued to be puShed on strengthening the defenses.
Every male Negro in the area had been pressed into service by
the 6th. A battery was erected on Gadsden's Wharf. Should the

fleet'guccged_in‘passing the bar, the Americans believed, the

fort on Sullivan's Island would be attacked on Sunday, the 10th.

% 1
11. Moultrie to Rutledge, June 3, 1776, found. in Moultrie’s
Memoirs, Vol. 1, pp. 146-147.

12. Rutledge to Moultrie, June 4, 1776, found in Moultrie's
Memoirs, Vol. 1, p. 147.
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Preparations to defend thé¢ city were pushed. Detachments from
the parish militia continu:d to arrive. General Lee was
momentarily expected with 700 Continental's.13

Charles C. Pinckney, whose regiment was posted at Fort

Johnson, wrote his mother that on the 4th the fleet had‘anchored

off Charleston Bar. Fif;y—two'vessels had been counted, but

mény of them were very small. He did not believe that.there

were more than seven warships and a few tenders; the rest would

be transports--some with troops and some with provisions. As

the wind was out of the ﬁorthwest on the 6th, they could not
cross the bar, so there would be nol"fighting todayv."14 ’

General Lee reached Charleston on the 8th and took command
of the troops.15 "His presence caused morale to soar, as he

enjoyed a reputation as "an able, brave, and

13. Hutson to Hutson, June 7, 1776, (Hutson Papers). Captain
Mowat had arrived from North Carolina on the 4th with a dispatch
from General Lee that he was hurrying to the defense of Charleston
with several regiments of Continentals.

14. Pinckney to Mother, June 6, 1776, found in R. W. Gibbes,
Documentary History, Vol. 2, p. 1.

15. The force assembled by the Americans for the defense of-
Charleston numbered 6,500 officers and men. Included were: 1,400
North Carolina Continentals; 500 Virginia Continentals; 1,950
South Carolina Continentals; 700 Charleston militia; and 1,972
Parish Militia. Drayton, Memoirs of the American Revolution, Vol. 2,
pp. 281-282, '

33



expefienéed officer, though hasty and rough in-hi§ manners."
'Many,'including Colonel Mdultrie;vfelt that Lee’s‘arrival was
équal to a reinforcement of 1,000 men, because hc'téught'them
to:"think 1ightiy of the éﬁemy," while hé-infused them with ‘v. E Lo
vigor. Charles Pinckney allowed that while General Lee was . '1. : ﬂ
"very élever,d he was a strange animél, but anSamuel Adams | | T
_ Had written, ''we must put up with ten thouéand oddities in
him on account of his ability and his at;achmeﬁt to the rights
of humanity."'®

Lée'sAeffect on thé,fank and‘fiie was electric, however.
Richard Hutson trusted that the General would be the "Instfument
in the Hands of Pravidehcé of Sa&inngharles Town."  The soldiers
cheered when he told them that he had‘served uﬁder General Clinfon,
and he knew "him to be a dam'd fool and that he will now make him
sensible of it himself.ﬁ If Clinton did not atfack soon, Lee
boasted, he would send him a chall.enge._17

After reporting to President Rutledge and discussing the

plan of defense, Lee mounted his horse and inspected the works.

- He was blunt and to the poiht‘in ordering changes. He was

16. Pinckney to Mother, June 15, 1776, found in Gibbes,
Documentary History, Vol. 2, p. 4; Moultrie, Memoirs, Vol. 1, .
p. 141. . ’

lZ, Hutson to Benjamin Stone, June 24, 1776 (Hutson Papers).

4 R : . . ~
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unimpressed with the site of the "New Battery," and his first
question on seeing it was, '"What damn fool planned this Battery?"

A bystander replied that it had been loéated by Chief Justice

’John'Drayton. "Well,'" Lee reto:rted, 'he may be a very good

Chief Justice but he is a damn bad Engineer, for if the enemy

had the planning of it, they could not have fixed it in a better
place for the reduction of Forf Johnson.'" . The work was accordingly
demolished, and thé three guns transfezred to Fort Johnson.18

Lee was omnipresent as he made the rounds. He spent hours

in the saddle or in boats checking on the defenses and overseeing

the construction of new and strengthening of old fortifiéations;

He was unimpressed with the Sullivan's Island defenses. Af the
time of his arrival, the parapet at the rear of the work was not
more than "a few feet high," and the main gate was unfinished. The
troops of the 2d South Caroliﬁa were campedvbehind the works "in
huts and booths covered with palmetto leaves."” The only men posted
in the‘fort were those assigned to the guard, '"Mechanics and
laborers were so numerous, in pressiﬁg on the work, and iﬁ lifting

and fitting the heavy palmetto logs, which walled in the fort"

18. Hutson to Stone, June 24, 1776 (Hutson Papers).

35



that Moultrie feared that posting hiereg1ment in the fort would
'”1nconvenience the publlc service 19 |

Lee was disturbed to see that the Sullivan's Island fort
Qagésited'sp'that a bend in fhe isﬂgggjwould permit an approach. ' , .
to ifé-r}ght flank.by'Shiﬁs,passing;agound the western tip of_
the islané-andvintotjhe Cove. Once the shifé,had anchored in
v Thé Coye;:they would be-able to enfilade. the fort's.frqntﬁplét-
,formvonfwhicnﬁmost of,thg.heavy gunszwere~mouﬁted. To. copggwith
this sitdéinn hes ordered Moultrie to haﬁe screens erected on
the platform.to shield the gun crews and a traverse thrown up to
divide the fort. The. traverse would enable. the Amer1cans to hold
on inuthé‘fprwardegmtIon of the fort, in case the British stormed
the rear. parapet; which hadgno;'beenyraised to its. planned height,
andﬁsecured@a,lodgmeﬁt.in thewﬁnfinished,scction of\the‘fort.> ‘

When built, the traverse consisted of a breastwork of.sand, behind
20

which soldiers armed with pikes and muskets. could take-.shelter.
Befofe,returning;to the mainland, General Lee complained to
Moultrieitha; he had no. line of retreat and that the; garrison would

be des@royedw Calling the fort a "slaughtef,pen,"‘he wished to-

19. Drayton, Memoirs of the American Revolutiom, Vol., 2, pp. 282-
283; C. C. Jones, Sergeant William Jasper (Albany, 1876), p. 13. Work
on the tear. parapet had been commenced on June 4.

B 1
20. Drayton, Memoirs.of the American Revolutzon, Vol, 2, pp. 284- !
285; Jones, Sergeant Jasper, pp. 13-14. ;- f
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-withdraw the garrison and abandon the work without a fight.

21

President Rutledge, however, refused. Whereupon, Lee urged
the neceSéity of positioning a bridge of boats to enable the

troops to escape'across The Cove to the mainland should the

-need arise. There were not enough small craft, as the distance

to the mainland was nearly a mile. A floating bridge was
accordingly constructed of empty hogsheads anchored by grapnels.
Planks were laid from hogshead to hogshead. To test the floating

bridge, Lt. Col. Thomas Clark with 200 men was ordered down from

Haddrell Point. Before the troops were halfway across, the bridge

became so overloaded that it started to sink, and the soldiers
scrambled back to the mainland.
.The absence of a secure line of retreat continued to plague

Lee, and he bombarded Moultrie with words of caution. Moultrie
: e

" was unconcerned, for as he recalled, "I never imagined that the

enemy could force me to the necessity; I always considered myself

as able to defend that post against the enemy."22

21. At the time of Lee's arrival in Charleston there were
about 1,200 men on Sullivan's Island, but he soon reduced the
garrison to about 600, as he stated in public that the "fort could
not hold out half an hour, and that the platform was a slaughtering
stage." Drayton MSS, June 28, 1776, found in Gibbes' Documentary
History, Vol. 2, p. 10.

22. Moultrie, Memoire, Vol. 1, pp. 141-142.
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On checklng with President Rutledge, General Lee learned

Etﬁat the force charged with the defense of Sulllvan s Island
1ncluded, 1n addltlon to Colonel Moultrie's Reglment ~300
Rangers of the 3d South Carolxna under Col. William Thomson of

the Oranggburg District, Col. Clark with 200 North Carolina

- Continentals, Capt. Peter Ho?ry with 200 South Carolinians, "
and the Raccoon Company of 50vrif1emen. Thomson's fegiment

:was encamped at the northeastern end of Sullivan's Island behind

the dunes and myrtle. H1; people were respons1ule for mann1ng

the "Advance Guard " a work behlnd whlch were emplaced an 18-

pounder . and a brass 6 pounder. These pieces were s1ghted to

command~The Breach. If the British established a beachhead in

this area, Thomson's riflemgn»we}e to hang on their flanks as

they pushed down the beach toward the fort, 23

Before attacking the defenses of Charleston Harbor, General

Clinton'insisfed that a proclamation calling on them to-lay down

23. Moultrie, Memoirs, Vol. 1, pp. 142-143. When information
was received that Clinton was organizing a Southern Expedition,
Thomson'’s regiment had been ordered to the coast. Thomson had been
born in 1727 in Pennsylvania and, while still a child, he had moved
with his family to South Carolina. The Thomsons had settled on the
west side of the Congaree River. Thomson had held the office of
Sheriff of the Orangeburg District and had served in the Provincial
Legislature. When it was determined to raise three regiments for the
defense of South Carolina, he was elected Colonel of the 3d. .Joseph
Johnson, Traditions and Remzntecences, Chiefly of the American
Revolution in the South . . . (Charleston, 1851), pp. 90-91.

(3N
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their érm§ be handed to ;he Rebel‘leaders., In addition, he
believed the party sent with the ptoélamation could évail itself
ofvthe “oppbrtunity of squinting'" at Sullivén'vasland., On
Juné 7 as soon as the frigates had crossed the bar, a small boat
cast off, hoisfed a white flag, and pulled toward the strand.’
A sentry, who misunderstood his orders, fired on the craft as
it approached thé island. The bqat put ébout and would not
return, notwithstaﬁding that the officer sent to recéive fhe
flag waved his handkerchief and called on the British to come
ashore. 24

President Rutledge was understandably distreésed to learn
that the flag had been fired upon, and he directed Moultrie to
"send off a flag immediately, by a diséreet officer, with a proper
letter to the commanding officer of fhe British fleet,»acquainting.

him, that this act was committed by mistake." He was to assure

the British that a messenger would be properly received. Moultrie

v 24. Moultrie to Rutledge, June 7, 1776, found in Moultrie's
Memoirs, Vol. 1, pp. 147-148. Clinton to Parker, undated (Clinton
Papers); South Carolina and American General Gazette, Aug. 2, 1776.
The officer in charge of the boat, to facilitate his intelligence
gathering mission, was to steer a course toward the angle of the
fort's left bastion, and then row up toward the right bastion before
landing. Thus, he would be able to ascertain if the Americans had
erected an abatis and the conditions of tha defenses.
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_ at'the séﬁe time was.cgutidned not to let’the BritiSh takev‘
advantage of the flag ﬁo recqﬁnoifér the works,zs

Captéiﬁ'Francis.Huger‘was entrusted by Moultrie with
yisitihg<tﬁe fleet'to apoloéize to Sir Peter Parker for the
blundér. :Thisvhe did on the morning of June 8. General Cliﬁton
was'sétisfied with the.explanation.. That afternoon the British
flag of truce boat delivered Clinton's Proclamation, which exhorted
an immedjate return to duty; and offered in His Majesty's name
pardon to all whe weuld lay down‘their arms and submit to the
1éws. President Ruiieﬂge gnd tﬁe Council rejected the British
demands . 28 )

On the 7th, the daygthat most of the fleet crossed Charleston
Bar and anchored in Five-Fathom Hole, Moultrie's scouts sighted
the light-draft transports as they beat their way up the coast’
toward Spence's Inlet. Moultrie relayed this news to President

Rutledge.w General Lee, on his arrival the next day, ordered

Moultrie. to have Long Island reconnoitered to see if the ground

25. Rutledge to Moultrie, June 7, 1776, found in Moultrie's
Memoirs, Vol. 1, p. 148.

26. -‘Horry and Weems, Lifb of General Marion, pp. 16-17; South
Carolina“and American General Gazette, Aug. 2, 1776.
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if they came ashore.

afforded the Americans any opportunity to embarrass the British
27 '

Information that the British had landed on»Lbng Island

' feached Lee's command post at 8 p.m. on June 9. The aggressive

Lee, having been told that the island's ground cover and terrain

were favorable for sharpshooters, messaged Moultrie to rush

Thomson's and Sumter's regiments, reinforced by Alston's, Mayham's,

and Coutirier's compénies to Long Island. This force would attack
and drive the British into the sea. Two field pieces were to be
positioned in the Advance Guard to cover The Breach and the
column's line of retreat should it suffer a repulse.-28 |

It was the afternoon of the 10th before Lee's order was
delivered to Moultrie, who, on reading it, deéided that his
General had desired him to send off fhe column early that morning.
As it was now late in the day,xMoultrie threw Thomson's force into

the Advance Guard. Their boats were secreted until nightfall, when

' s 29
they would cross The Breach and make a forced reconnaissance.

27. Lee to Moultrie, June 8, 1776, found in Moultrie's Memoirs,
Vol. 1, pp. 149-150; Drayton, Memoirs of the American Revolution,
Vol. 2, p. 288.

28. Lee to Moultrie, June 8 ([sic], 1776, found in Moultrie's
Memoirs, Vol. 1, pp. 150-151. Lee on the 9th was placed by

President Rutledge in command of all the troops, both Continentals
and militia in South Carolina.

29 Moultrie to Lee, June 10, 1776, found in Ibid, p. 153.
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The q}oséing of'thé bariby the'ship-ﬁf-the-linenBrisfol

. éahséd Gepéral Lee ﬁo havelé?change of heart. Moultrie was
directed to forget about diﬁiodging the British from Long Island
éﬂdtxb‘con¢entrate his efforts on cpmp&eting the‘bridge connecting
Sullivan‘s;Island with the mainland.3® Lee was understandably
disappointed to learn from Colonél»Moultrie ‘that Fhe floating
bridge wasﬁimpractitable, especially as he had been assﬁred on
his arrivéi from Virginia that it was. As he was of the opinion
that the h%emicans' position on Sullivan's Island -would be
strengthened if a large forcé,of riflemen was posted on the
vmainland,*he‘célled'on Mouitrie to return 400 of the réinforce-
ments ordered to him.on the 9th. . These people on their return
were to take position with their right at Haddrell Point and
their left exménding along Suili&an's Island Narrows Creek foward
Long Island. Besides covering Moultrie's retreat, they could
prevent the British from erecting works on Sullivan's Island,
provided they secured a beaéhhead. This force Waé to-be on the
alert, and if there was an absencg of natural cover, the troops

31
were to wentrench,.

*

30. ‘Lee to Moultrie, June 10, 1776, found in Ibid., p. 153.

31. Lee to Moultrie, June 11, 1776, found in Ibid., pp. 154-
155, | ﬁ
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Forty-eight hours later, Lee notified Moultrie that he was

satisfied that the security of the fort on Sullivan's Island
was dependent "entirely on the strength ér wéakness of the corps
stationed on the other side bf the creek." Consequently, as soon
as the works on the mainland had been finished, Moultrie was to
detach. another 100 men to bolster the 400 previously sent 32

The crossing of.Charlestdn Bar by Bristol and tﬁe landing
by Clinton's soldiers on Long Island caused Moultrie to break
up the camp of his 2d South Carolina, After striking their tents
and razing their huts, the fegiment moved bag and baggage into
the works. Most of the mechanics and laborers now returned to
the mainland. Capf. Ferdinand DeBraham, an engineer, was rushed
over to Sullivan's Island to oversee the construction of soﬁe |
breastworks adjacent to the fort and at the Advance Guard.3>

In Charleston, orders were issued on June 10 to tear down
a number of buildings along;the wharves to clear fieids of fire.

Fatigue parties of whites and Negroes were turned out at this

32. Lee to Moultrie, June 13, 1776, found in Ibid., pp. 155-
156. '

33. Drayton, Memoirs of the American Revolution, Vol. 2,
p. 288.
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fime to erect earthworks on the approaches to the toun, while
the principal streets were barricaded.34 |
‘Coloriel Moulfrie, unlike General Lee, kept his cool.
vﬁcﬁptaiﬂ Lamperer, an expefiéhéé§”§§&16r7kho had commanded a ‘ -

_privateer, visited the fort. Whil® he was walking alongside

| Moultrie on the platform he pointed to thé fleet and exclaimed,
"Well Colonel what do you think ﬁf it now!"
Moult¥ie replied coldly, "We should beat.them."
w$i¥; whén those ships‘W . . come to Iiy ‘along side of your
fdrt,rEhe§i§ill Knock it‘ﬂoWn in half an hour!"
UWe will 1&;‘£éhihd the ruins and prevent their men £rom
landing;" Moult¥ié answered.>®
. 34, ‘South Carolina and Ameriéan Généfal Gagzette, Rugust 2,
1776. o ‘ o
35. Moultrie, Memoire, Vol. 1, pp. 143-144.
’
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CHAPTER III

The Americans Man Their Battle Stations

Gen. Henry Clinton on June 11, 1776, while the Americans

‘rushed work on their fortifications, ordered the troops that

had remained with the fleet to proceed to Spence's Inlet. Several
hours were spent transferring the soldiers and their equipment

to the lighter draft transports (Nancy, Péllifor, Myrtle, Earl of

Derby, and Saville). Before the_ships could recross Charieéton
Bar, the wind picked up and veered around to the northeast. There
were severe afternoon squalls, and the vgssels were unable to make
sail. |

By the next morning, the wind had gathered strength and fears
were voiced by Sir Peter Parker and his.captains for the safety

of the fleet. A distress signal was hoisted early in the afternoon

by the schooner Lady William, and a sldop with rum and stores for

the érmy.was driven ashore near the Lighthouse. To escape the bloﬁ,
the big East Indiaman Harcourt and the armed ship Frigndshig, which
were still outside the bar, put out to sea. Along toward evening,

much to the sailors' delight, the storm abated.l

1. Journal of Expedition to Charleston, S.C., Germain Papers,
Secret Dispatch Book; South Carolina and American General Gazette,
Aug. 2, 1776. Lord William Campbell was aboard Lady William.
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On the‘ISth Sir Peter sent a small boat expedition to

recover-the cargo from the sloop, but she had disappeared.
The crgw‘haiied the boat% from theAéhore, calling that their

»ship‘héd'drifted free.during the night and had beeﬁ taken in
tow‘by one of the Americans' pilot-hoats. General Clinton,
who had returned from Long Island, had accompanied the expedi;ion.
Landing throﬁgh a heavy surf, the General and his party examinéd
‘the Morris Island beaches near the Lighthouse.2
| The storm taught thé Britiéh a lesson in regard to communica-
tions. ‘Clinton on the 13th proposed that a system,pf signals be 
fixéd upon to be employed in the operations against Sullivan's
Island.  On the morning of ;he attack (every circumstance of wind,
weather, and tide favoring the undertaking), Parker would notify
the captain of Friendship, yho would relay the inteiligence to
Clinton, A S

'Uhless he encountered‘unexpected.difficulties, Clinton

proposed to have his footsoidiers seize the north énd of Sullivan's
Island to serve as a staéing area for an assau1¥ on the Rebel
works. The landing on'Spliivan's Island would probably take
place before the fleet h;d changed its position, while the attack

on the fortifications "probébly would not." Should some unforeseen

2. Ibid.
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~development cause him.to attack sooner, red flags would be

brandished from the Sullivan's Island hummocks. If.the
assault weré successful, the Union Jack would be disélayed
on the battery, but if it failed the red flégs would be
lowered and replaced with yeilow colors.3
Parker, on receipt of Clinton's'letter, replied that

on the morning that he was to bombard the.Sullivan's Island
fortifiéations,vhe.would have hoisted a blue flag at Bristol's
mainmast. Clinton was té acknowledge by having the captain
of Friéndship run up the Union Jack. Should Clinton desire the
fleet to commence bombardment, he was to have Friehdshig loose
her main top.gallant sail., But if he wished the attack post-
poned ohe day, she was to hoist her ensign at the main top.
gallant masthead.4 4

" These arrangements perfected; Generals Clinton and Cornwallis
on the 14th boarded a schooner which ran them up the coast and
put them ashore at the base camp on the northern tip of Long.'
Island. The next day, the five troopships followed: It took
three days, June 16-18, for the small boats to land all the

soldiers and their gear through a heavy surf. By nightfall on

3. Clinton to Parker, June 13, 1776 (Clinton Papers).

4. Parker to Clinton, June 13, 1776 (Clinton Papers).
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the;18th, all the Redcdats;‘except é few iecruits left aboard
the ;ranSport§ to‘confﬁse9the'Americans, were ashore.5

Clinton And Corﬁwallis weré in agreemeﬁt that the army
céuld'besi cooperate with the fleet bf taking posses;ion of
, Lopg Island. Their deciﬁion-had_been influenced by reports
that The Breach could be forded by infgntry‘at ebb tide,
Thé{r informants also told them that the creeks separating
Loné and Sullivan's Islands from the mainland were navigable
by, light-draft vessels.®

* Charles Pinckney, like mﬁst Americans, was unable to -

understand why the British delayed attacking. Writing his
moiher on the 15th, he informed her that one warship and
seven transports had left their anchorage in Five-Fathom Hole
and had stood up the coast.‘ He was confident the British we;é
~ "much weaker than they are generally reputed ;o'be, or their
councils are much divided," because they had failed to act in
"resolute manner.'" If there was no attack before Monday, the
17th, the Patriot defenses would'bé ready. Even if they attacked

asfearly as the 16th, he forecagt, they would '"repent it," as

.. 5. Clinton to Germain, July 8, 1776, English Records, ER 4,
1775-1776; Journal of Expedition to Charleston, S.C., Germain
Papers, Secret Dispatch Book.

.. 6. Clinton to Germain, July 8, 1776, English Records, ER 4,
1775-1776. : : ' )

§
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you would scércely know the environs of the town again,
so many lines, bastions, redans, and military mince-

pie have been made all around it, that the appearance

~of it is quite metamorphosed. All the houses on the

wharves are pulled down, so that the town looks from

the water much handsomer than it ever did. Every

person there is obliged to work; and the tories

(reluctantly I believe) now work with the rest.

As if in answer to Pinckney's letter, there was action
ashorce and afloat on June 16. About the timg that Pinckney
was writing his mother, a sloop commanded by Capt. Francis
Morgan was approaching Charleston Bar. She had sailed several
weeks before from St. Eustatius with powder and shot for the
Patriot forces. Captain Morgan accordingly did not know of
the arrival of the British Expedition. When his lookout reported
a forest of sail in Five-Fathom Hole, Morgan altered course and
made for Stono Inlet. Her pilot was unfamiliar with fhese waters,
and the vessel went hard aground.

The sloop was not sighted by the British until the next
morning, when Sir Peter Parker ordered out a small boat expedition
under Lieutenant Molloy of Bristol to capture her and secure her
cargo as a prize. Although his vessel was armed with ten 4-pounders,

Captain Morgan, seeing the size of the approaching force, felt

resistance would be hopeless. He and his 26-man crew, after opening

7. Pinckney to Mother, June 15, 1776, found in Gibbes'
Documentary History, Vol. 2, p. 4.
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- the se#qocks, abandoned ;hgir vesséi aﬁd escaped ashore. The
British on boarding the sloop fotnd'that she carried, in.addition
" to ‘the ordnance stores, Tum and sugar. After satisfying himself
that the vessel could not be salvaged Molloy set her afire and
returned to the fleet. When the fire reached the hold in which
the SOQ'barrelé of powder were stored, the explosion was | -t
”prodigious."8 ‘

Oh?thevmorning of June 16, ColonellTﬁomSCn.was at the Aannce
 Guard aﬁdssighved-about 260 grenadiers-and‘a light”infantry battalion
coming down the Long Isl;nd beach, ‘The Redcoats halted and toék _ ..;ﬁ
posxt1on about three- quart;rs of a mile from The Breach. " As soon as -
they had deployed &cross the island, small boats began comlng through
thevsurf and put ashore an estimated 1,700 British regulars. After
the last of. the-soldier;?hgd landed, they formed and marched up tﬁe
beach toward Dewees Islaﬁé. _Through his glass it looked to Thomson
‘as if the British had brbuébt;along their tents in expectation of
establishing a camp. o .

Thomson carried thié.news to Moultrie. On doing so, he urged

that ithe rest of his regiment-Be ordered to join him from the '

8. Hutson to Stone, June 24, 1776 (Hutson Papers); South
Carolina and Americaen General Gazetta, Aug. 2, 1776; Parker to

© Clinton, June 16, 1776 (Germain Papers). Besides the 300 barrels
of powder,. the sloop's cargo incluyded: 20 chegts of cartridges,

several hundred stands of arms, 0 hoqaheads of rum, and a quantlty _

of sugatr. L
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mainland. Unless he were reinforced he questioned his ability.
to repulse the foe should they cfoss‘The Breach. Moultrie ‘
contacted General Armstrong.' (On fhe 15th Lee had placedvArmstrong
in command of the Americaﬁ defenses covering the northern approachés
to Charleston Harbor.) "Iﬁ might prove inferesting," Moultrie
wrote, ''if Armétrong yisited Sullivan's fslénd and took a look
at the expanse of ground for which Thomson was responsible.f'9
General Armstrong, after studying Moultrie's letter, promised
to comply with Thomson'; request. The troops called over to the
mainland on the 10th would be returned. But unless Moultrie could
provide the boats it would be impossible to cross the men before
the next day. Unlike Moultrie, Armstrong was disturbed by the -
failure of the floating bridge, for he complained, "I wish the
situation of the bridge may not be fatal to us, as we must assist
each other.'" The movement of the British column toward Dewees

Island indicated to Armstrong that General Clinton might be planning

to establish a beachhead on the mainland, probably at Bolton's

Landing.lo

Thomson, upon the return of his men, undertook to ascertain

the intentions of the British. A number of Thomson's Rangers,

9. Lee to Moultrie, June 15, and Moultrie to Armstrong,
June 16, 1776, found in Moultrie's Memoirs, Vol. 1, pp. 156-157,
176. Armstrong had established his headquarters at Haddrell Point.

10. Armstrong to Moultrie, June 16, 1776, in Moultrié's
Memoirs, Vol. 1, pp. 157-158.
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encoﬁraged by President Rutledge's offer of 30 guinéas for the
ffiréQ‘prisoner,:crossad:to Long Island under the .cover of darknéss.
"Theflwere~unsuccessful. On'the'morning.of thg'21st, a:Bzitish-
Epatfol tracked themTto The Breach. As soon as .the sentries at

the. Advance Guard sighted the British, they opened fire with )

artiilery. The British halted and replied by '"Platoons of

Musketty." The 'schooner Lady William and pilot boat -Raven had

‘anchored .in Hamlin Creek, while_small boat crews sounded with
lead lines. Turning their cannbn on the ships, the Americans
regigteredfseueral hits on them before they were .able to weigh
‘ancﬁor and .get out of rénge.' After several hours, both sides
ceased fire. In this skirmish three Americans were wounded,mtwo
by small-arms fire, and the other had a hand blown off. As he
was loading a field_piece; there was a premature discharge caused
when one of the gunners neglected to spoﬁge the cénnon.ll , 

- This skirmish returned General Lee's attentiqn to Sullivan's
Island. He was dismayed to learn at this time that the traverse
he had ordered Engineér Deraham to throw up within the fort was
so "illy executed as to threatén a speedy fall." He urged Moultrie

to have it corrected before it was too late. He was also concerned

T 3
., 1l. Hutson to Stone, June 24, 1776 (Hutson Papers); South
Carolina and American General Gggette, Aug. 2, 1776.
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by information that Colonel Thomson's .cannoneers had employed
their cannon at ranges tdo great to be effective. Moultrie
wgsfto;caution his artillerists that in the future no cannon,
> 'great or small, should be fired at a greater distance than
400 yafds." Words would have no effect,‘he wrote, unless Moultrie
& o _
| made an example of the first man to disobey. Moreover, as the-
bridge connecting Sullivan's Island with theAmainland had not
been completed, the aide who carried thié message was to
iemain with Moultrie until it was.lzl
To facilitate the construction of the b:ridge across
Sullivan's Island Narrows C:eek, it was necessary to dispatch
a man to Charleston to requisition planking. By the 23d, he
was back with the necessary materials. Col. Peter Muhlenbérg
reached Charleston that evening with his regiment of Virginia
Continentals, thus greatly strengthening the American force
in the city. On relaying this iﬁformation to Moultrie, Lee
promised to be down in the morning with a 'body of workmen,
and put you, I hope, in a state of great security." If Moultrie's

people would just do their duty, Lee believed that Charleston

could be held,>

. 12. Lee to Moultrie, June 21, 1776, in Moultrie's Memoirs,
Vol. 1, pp. 158~159. In addition, Lee wanted the two guns at
the Advance Guard moved to a more secure position.

13. Lee to Moultrie, June 23, 1776, found in Ibid., Vol. 1,
p. 164. -
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As the days passéd; ﬂeé ﬁag;ablevté‘evaluateiéo;;néi
Mohl&fiefs strength and weakness.. HeAieﬁlized that Moultrie .
| was nbt_aasériéf discipliﬁarién, and fhat when the Sopth Caiolinian
iésued orders he should ndf‘"suffer&ﬁﬁem to be tfifled with." While
all spoke of Moultrie's spirit and zeal, all accused him of
beipg "tqpveasy.in command." 'Lée urged MouLtrie to "let your
- orders be'as few as possible but let them be punctually obeyed.'
Before he'gaVQADeBréham any more aséignments, Moultrie should.
satisfy himself that 'he understands the prinéip&e.of the work
he uﬁdergakes, and the moée of executing it." If DeBraham did
not, Lee;would send anoth;r officer ﬁith experience as an engineer,
: Mr. Atway erd.l4 | | |

This ietter had been‘tiiggered by the discovery that the
platform screens had not Béen erected, nor the traverse in the '
fort comﬁletedl' Besides- pushing work on these'projécts, Moultrie
and his engineer were to lay out an "advanced fleche" northﬁest
of the fort, designed to éope with an attacking force approaching
from The,‘_Cove.15

Priority was givén to the traverse and, accordinély, work

dragged on the Advanced Fleche and the screens for the platform.

>

14. Lee to Moultrie, June 22, 1776, found in Ibid., Vol. 1,
pp. 160-162. - » :

15... Drayton, Memoirs ?f the American Revolution, Vol. 2, pp.
284-285, I
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These two projects were far;from'cpmpleted on June 28-- the da&

of the attack.

Despite Lee's complaints Moultrie failed to push his men
hard. . This led to a fresh eXchange on the 25th, when at daybreak
the cannon emplaced iﬁ the Advance Guard opened on the British
schooners, which had enfered Hamlin Creek and were sounding the
éhannel bethen Long Island and the mainland. The Americéns'
fire came too close for comfort, and the ships were obliged to
retire. |

General Armstrong, on hearing the distant booms, sped a
messenger to inquire of Moultrie the nature of the firing. At
the same time, he expressed an opinion that the British would not
attempt a landing on Sullivan's Island '"until the armed vessels"
took position before the fort.

The bridge, which had just been completed across Sullivan's
Island Narrows Creek, would plague the Americans, Armstrong warned.
Already there had been difficulty. Men of Colonel Horry's regiment,
when ordered to cross over to the island, had ''refused until the
passage between the two places is safely passable." This difficulty
had been compounded, when one of Moultrie's sergeants sent to meet
Horry's people and stake out a route through the marsh on the

Sullivan's Island side of the bridge had not shown up. Moreover,
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'Horry's troops had be;nvunabie»te ioctfe”tﬁe,boerde fhet Were
supposedly 1a1d to facilitate thelr cross1ng of the swamp
When Lee learned of this d1fficu1ty, he sent Lt. N1cholas
Massenburg to replace Captaln?QeBraham.as Moultrie's chief
engineer. In vieﬁ of the refusal of seme of Horry's men to

serve on Su111van s Island Armstrong was directed to send 100

@

volunteers to strengthen Colonel Thomson s command Lee hqped

he erte, that '"we may live to thank that part of-Horry'slregimeﬁt

whlch has most magnan1mously refused to take this duty. "17,
Desp1te -the arrlval ‘of a new engineer and Lee's chiding,

.work on the vital bridge and its approaches continued to drag.

:By the morning of June 28, it was still unsatisfactory, for at

6 a.m.vLee,wrote Moultrle, "If the bridge cannot be finished

_w1thout taklng down the old . . . take it down'without ceremony.”18

- While Lee continued to fret about Moultrie's ability to hold
Su}livan's Island and his lackadaisical attitude, Moultrie briefed
Coloﬁel Thomson as to his actions should the British cross The

Breach. He was to abandon the Advance Guard aﬁd, with his troops,

take cover in the fort. The addition of Thomson's command would

ot

16. Armstrong to Moultrle, June 25, 1776, found in Moultrie's
‘Mémotrs, Vol. 1, pp. 162-163; Journal of Expedition to Charleston;
S. C., Germain Papers, Secret Dlspatch Book.

5
2}

17. Lee to Moultrie, June 25 and 27, 1776, found in Moultrie
Meémoirs, Vol. 1, pp. 164-165.

. 18. Lee to Moultrie, June 27 and 28, 1776, found in Ibtd., ~
Vol. 1, pp. 165-167.
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. increase the garrison to about 1,000 effectives. Moultrie was

streﬁgthened in his resolQe to hold on to the fort’by knowledge
that General Armstrong was within one and one-halt miles with
1,500 men.b But Armstrong's people, in view of the bridge
difficulties, would have to cross The Cove in small boats.
Moultrie, atter discusslng the situation ut length with
Lee, expressed himself as satistied that he could'cope,with

any landing force the British might bring against him. As for

the fleet, he argued that His Majesty's navy would let the army

spearhead the attack. One day while Lee was at the fort, he
took Moultrie aside and inquired, "Colonel . . . do you think
vou can maintain this post?"

1) - M . " o 19

Yes, [ think I can," was the reply.
On the morning of June 28, 1776, the defenses of Sullivan's

[sland consisted of the Advance Guard, armed with one 18-pounder

. 0]
and a o-pounder, defended by Colonel Thomson's command—-?SO—strong.2

From the Advance Guard, a range'of barren dunes fronted by a hard

beach extended as far as Moultrie's fort. About onc-fourth mile

cast of tihe fort, at the island's narrowest point, a breastwork,

19. Moultrie, Memoirs, Vol. 1, pp. 142-143.

20. Drayton, Memoirs of the American Revolution, Vol. 2, p. 289;
Johnson, Traditions, pp. 90-91. The Advance Guard was constructed of
palmetto logs, with merlons, on a brick foundation. The brick founda-
tions were seen by Dr. Johnson shortly before 1850, when they were
uncovered by shifting sands.
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force commanded by a lieutenant was posted at this point.

‘logs was filled with san@, The merlons were wialled ehtircly

1

‘ designated_;he "Quarter Guard," had been thrown up. ‘A small '

21

The fort (which had no'official-desigﬁation at this time)

was a square, with .a bastidh'ét each angle, large enough to .

“contain, when finished, 1,000 men. It was built of palmetto

logsvlaid.one upon the other, in two parallel rows at sixteen
feet apért, bound together at intervals with timber dove-tailed

and bolted into the logs. The space between the two lines of

by palmetto logs, notched into one another at the angles, well

bolted iogether, and strepgihened with pieces of timber. They ' o

s

were sixteen feet thick, filled in with sand, and ten feet above
the platforms. The platfgrmslﬁére supported by brick pillars.

The fort was finisﬁed 9n1y on the front or soﬁtheastern
curtain and bastion, and oﬁ the southwest curtain and bastion;
the -northeastern curtain,énd the northwestern curtain and bastions
were uﬁfinished, being logged up to a height of about seven feet.
Necessity, however, devised aﬂ.expedient for making the unfinished
parts éenable against an es;alaae by placing thick, long planks

upright against the unfinished outside wall. These were inclined

gl. Drayton, Memoirs of the American Revolution, Vol. 2, p. 289.
In 1850 the Moultrie House was located on the site of the Quarter Guard.

]

-
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and p:6jected over it, whiéﬁ increased the height by 10 or 15
feet apd through whichllodp-holes had been bored.

The platforms, as finished, only éktended along the south-
eastern front of the fort, and its southwestefn side. Upon these
platforms the cannon were mquntéd. In the southeast bastion the

flagstaff was raised, bearing a blue flag with a white crescent

on which was emblazoned the word, “LIBERTY." Three 18- and two

9-pounders were mouﬁted in this bastion. Along the southeast
curtain six French 26-pounders and three English 18-pounders were
placéd. There were three French 26-pounders and two 9-pounders

in the southwest bastion. In the southwest curtain there were
six cannon: 12- and 9-pounder$. Connected with the front angle
of each rear-bastion of the fort were cavaliers extending a short
dist;nce to tHe right and left of the méin work. Three 12-pounders
were mounted in each of them. All told there were emplaced in tﬂe
fort and cavaliers 31 cannon, of which only 25, at any possibié
moment, could bear upon an enemy fleet anchored abreast the fort.
Even so, the four 9-pounders on the two inner sides of the front
bastioﬁs could be scarcely used. Narrow banquettes were placed
along the walls, where thé plank was raised against them, for the

soldiers to stand upon to fire»through'loop-holes.22

22. Jones, Sergeant William Jasper, pp. 14-15.
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The fort was garrlsoned by 344 off1cers and men of the
2d $outh, Carollna Infantry and 20 members of the 4th South
' CarqlinasArtillery Regiment. Colonel Moultrle, who was suffgfing
"frém;aﬁfacdte attack of gout, was in gverall commahd of the
' Stronghqld; Lt. Col.'Isaac Motte was in charge on the right and
' Maj. Francis Marion on the left. %>

Midﬁéy between the fort and the northwest point of sﬁllivan's
Island wa; ghg Advance Fleche or Rear Guard. Although this work
had not been comgleted; it was manned by a smal¥ d,etachmen"c.z4

If the B@iﬁish cgpture& Sullivan's Island and its fort, they
would be‘able to proceed against the other American wqus in
Charleston Harbor. The strongest of these was Fort Johnson, which
was armed with 20 big guns--French 26's and English 24's. Fort
Johnson was occupied by 380 offi§ers and men of the lst South

Carolina'énd;a detachment of artillerists. There was a 12-gun

23. Other officers posted in the fort on June 28 were: Adjutant
Andrew Dellient; Captains Peter Horry, Nicholas Eveleigh, James
McDonald, Isaac Harleston, Charles Mott, Francis Huger, Richard Ashby,
Richard Shubrick, William Oliphant, and John Blake; and Lieutenants
william Charnock, Thomas Lessesne, Thomas Moultrie, Daniel Maryck,
Jacob Shubrick, Thomas Dunbar, William Moultrie, Jr., ‘Thomas Hall,
Henry Gray, Isaac Dubose, Rlchard B. Baker, Adam Provcaux, Richard .
Mayson, Peter Gray, Basil Jackson, and Gad Marion. Moultrie, Memoirs,
Vol. 1, p. 183; Horry and Weems, Life of Francis Marion, p. 41l.

24. 1In 1850 the Episcopal Church was located on the site of
the Advance Fleche. Johnson' Traditions, P. 95.
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‘post was at Haddrell Point.

- Continentals, 800.

battery on James Island; and these pieces were Sighted to rake

the channel approaching Charleston from Fort Johnson. Capt. Thomas

‘Pinckney's Company of the 1st South Carolina was posted in ‘this

work.

At strategic pgints from South Bay.to Gadsden's Wharf on
.Cooper River, batteries, fleches, and redoubts, armed with cannon,
had been construcfed. These works werefgarriéoned by the 4th
South Carolina Artiiléry Regiment, and units of the Charleston
militia. The remainder of the Charleston militia was to form
at the State House, while the Parish militia was to take position
in Lynch's Pastﬁre. The North Carolina Continentals were to form
200 yards in rear of the County miiitia. This force which was to
constitute a ready reserve was to look to General Lee for orders.

General Armstrong had about 1,500 troops available for the
defense of the mainland opposite Sullivan's and Lpng Islands.
Along the four miles of front held by Armstrong's people, small

works had been erected at selected points. Armstrong's command
26

.25. Drayton, Memoirs of the American Revolution, Vol. 2, pp. 281,
294. The number of troops in Charleston was about 3,670, consisting :
of the 4th South Carolina Regiment of Artillery, 200; the Charleston
militia, 200; the Parish militia, 1,970; and the North Carolina

26. Ibid., p. 294. The troops reporting to Armstrong were
500 Virginia Continentals; 600 North Carolina Continentals; the 5th
South Carolina Infantry, 268; the 6th South Carolina Infantry, 160;
and the militia artillery, 40.
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Fire vessels had‘béen prepared by tﬁe Americans and were
moo;ed_in thé Ashléy and Cooper rivers, ready to be cast loose
 shou1d;theAfiéet.succeed in forcing its way into the harbor.27

' Qn~thé eQening of June 27, Genetal. Lee who was Beéoming
increaéiﬁgly disenchanted with Colonel Méultrie,-éummoned~Col.
Francis -Nash to report to his heédquarteré in the morning.. Lee:
at fhatxtime planned to give Nash written orders fo také charge
of the fort on SulliQan's,Island. -Nash had started to see his
General, when it was reporFed that the British warships were under

way, and he wheeled his horse about and rejoined hisvcommand.28

27. Ibid.

28. Ibid., p. 312.
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CHAPTER IV

- Sir Peter Parker and General Clinton Have

eir Disagreements

Commodore Sir Peter Parker on June 15, 1776, had distributed
to his captains his plan for attacking the Sullivan's Island

battery, and the next morning he notified General Clinton that

~he would like to know the army's plan of operations. While

initially he.had felf that the best time for attacking would be
on the first flood,‘he had determined after discussing the situa-
tion with a pildt who had just arrived from Savannah and had
saiied in and out of the harbor for years, that the prOper hour
to close with the battery would be on the "pitch of high water."
If the Rebelé opposed Clinton's landing at The Breach, and it was
impossible to land at any other point, the tide within two hours
would ebb sufficiently to enable the army to wade the inlet.l
Clinton, when he reconnoitered The Breach, was '"mortified"
to discover that the inlet instead of being 18 inches deép at
low tide was covered to a depth of seven feet. Along the Sea
Island Coast, he was told, it was a common occurrence for the

inlets to shift, to open, and to close.

1. Parker to Clinton, June 16, 1776 (Clinton Papers).
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As tﬁeie were Only'enqugh-flat-bottomed boats to accommodate
600 fofﬂoo,soldie:s, Cl&ﬁton had now lost most of his freedom .
' of ‘action. vHeretofore, he had had thrée options: (a) from his,
base on;Long Island he Eould either land<6n the mainland; (b)
‘attack acrbsS,The Breach; or (c) 'undertake a combination of these
two. Now he was reduced to making one thrust,¥without being able
to.support}it by a diversi"on.2

Clinton, accompanied by his engineers and other staff officers,
‘had spent the past several nights reconnoitering "every creek and
channel" leading*tOQSullivan{s‘Island from Long Island. The British
officers were dismayéditb di;co;er that the,shbre of Sullivén’s
Island Narrows Creek was-bordered By an "impassable swamp." All
agreed that'an "attempt upon Sﬁllivan!svlsland" from their base
on Long Island would be extrémely hazardous, because: (da) the army
would be compelled to march tﬁo miles acroés flats at low water,
within easy range of the American guns emplaced;in the Advance
Guard; (b)-they would have to wade a number of channels subject

to rapid chamges in depth and location; (c¢) The Breach was commanded

by the guns in the Advance Guard; (d) because of a shortage of landing

craft, the army could cross no more than 500 men at a time; and (e) there

1

Tt

2. Clinton to Germain, July 8, 1776, English Records, ER 4,
1775-1776.
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were éurreﬁtly with the érmy~no vessels médnfihg sufficient
armament‘to neutralize'or‘knockduf thé Rebel guns commanding
the beachhead area.

On the 18fh, after recéiviﬁg Parker's letter of the 16th,
Clinton discussed his dilemma with his generals--Lord Corpwallis

and Brig. Gen. John Vaughan. The latter officer was told to

vboard a schooner in the morning for Five-Fathom Hole. There

he was to explain to Sir Peter that Clinton wished the fleet
to open the attack, after giving the army ample notice. Clinton
would hold his Redcoats ready to cooperate. If Parker objected,
Vaughan was to explain that it was Clinton's desife that the
attack take place at flood tidé: He was to inquire if Parker
had any other mission for the army and to explain that "disasters"
had reduced its fleet of flat-bottomed landing craft to 15, with
a capacity of 400 soldiers. Unless the situation improved, the
army would be of slight assistance to the navy in the forthéoming
attack.3 .

With him Vaughan éarried‘a plan of attack drafted by Clinton,
which he discussed with Sir Peter. Clinton's proposal called for

the Redcoats to '"make some little demonstration towards Mount

3. Clinton to Vaughan, June 18, 1776 (Clinton Papers); Journal

of Expedition to Charleston, S.C., Germain Papers, Secret Dispatch

Book. :
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'Pléasant." To cover thié thfust, Parkef would ge asked to
havé his frigates pass the Sullivan's Island fort, and take
position off Mount. Pleasant or Haddrell Point. Once they héd
gained this anéhorége, %Hé ships would be aﬁle to sever *
commuﬁications between the American:force holding the Haddrell
Point defenses and those posted in Charleston and on Sullivan's
Island. |

i The army, Vaughan was to inform Parker, had been disappointed
to find that the surf Beé£ agéinst the north end of Sullivan's
Island with, such force}tht a landing was impracticable, while
the breakers on the soufhérn beaches, when the wind sets on
shore,. were almosxgaé formidable. But if Parker were éatisfied
- that the troobs could be landed in safety and his ships could
cover the landing, Clinton would raise no 6bjection to sending
two‘battaliong to effec£ a lodgment under the guns of the Rebel
fort. As ﬂe was.impatient to rejoin General Howe, Clinton trusted
Parker would not delay much longer. If Parker were agreeable to

‘the demonstration toward Mt. Pleasant, he was to send the army

all -the long boats he could spare.4

4. Clinton to Vaughan, June 18, 1776 (Clinton Papers); Clinton
to Germain, July 8, 1776} English Records, ER 4, 1775-1776; Journal
of Expedition to Charleston, S.C., Germain Papers, Secret Dispatch
Book. . ’
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Vaughan spent most of the 20th on the flagship, talking
with Parker. Sir Peter was surprised to learn that the generals

were in agreement that as The Breach could not be forded, it

‘would be impossible for the army to force a landing on the

northern beach of Sullivan's Island. On checking with his
captains, Parker found that aboard the transports were 15 flat-
bottomed boats, capablé of transporting an additional 600 troops.
With these, he asked, why can't the army make a landing.across

The Breach, while the bombardment is in progress? Parker, however,

refused to press the issues he would leave the decision up to .

Clinton.

If the army were ready, Parker would attack at nooﬁ on the
21st. Should Clinton object, the fleet would delay its attack
until 12:30 on the following day.5
When he returned to Long Island on the 21st to brief Clinton
on his meeting with‘Parker, Vaughan found that during his absence
Cornwallis' brigade, reinforced by the Light Infantry and Grenadiers,

had marched southwestward and had camped within sight of The Breach .6

5. Parker to Clinton, June 20, 1776 (Germain Papers).

6. Journal of Expedition to Charleston, S.C., Germain Papers,
Secret Dispatch Book. The baggage had been loaded aboard the
schooner Lady William, which succeeded in passing through Spence's
Inlet, navigating tortuous Hamlin Creek, and landing its cargo near
the camp site. When he returned to Long Island, Vaughan was accom-
panied by Captain Hope of the navy.

67



Vaughan spent most of the 20th on the flagship; talking
with'éarker; Sir Peter was surprised to learn that the genetals
were- in‘agieement'that aa The Breach could not be forded, it
_would be 1mp0551ble for the army to ﬁorce a 1and1ng on the
northern beach of Sullivan's Islandﬁ On checklng with his
captatns, Parker found that aboard the transnorts were 15 flat-
bottomed boats, capable of transporting an additional 600 troops.
“With these,, he asked, why can't the. army make a landing across
The Breach, while the bombardment is in progress? Parker,ghowever,
’refﬁsad to press the issue; he would leave the decision up to"
Cllnton | |

If the army were ready, Parker would attack at noon on the
2lst. Should Clinton object, the fleet woulid delay its attack
unti1“12130 en the following day.

When he returned to Long Island on the 21st to brief Clinton
on aﬁa meeting with Parker, Vaughan found that during his absence

Cornwallis' brigadé, reinforced by the Light Infantry and Grenadiers,

had:marched. southwestward and had tamped within Sight of The Breach.®

5, Parker to'Clinton; June 20, 1776 (Germain Papers).

/6. Journal of Expedltlon to Charleston, S.C., Germain Papers,
Secret Dispatch Book. The baggage had been loaded aboard the
schooner Lady William, .which succeeded in passing through Spence's
Inlet, navigating tortuous Hamlin Creek, and landing its cargo- near
the camp site. When he returned to Long. Island, Vaughan was accom—
panied by Captain Hope of the navy.
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- The wind on the 21st was unfavorable, so Clinton requested that

tﬁe fleet delay its.movementS‘until Sunday,vphe 23d. Although
he had hoped that the navy would have attacked on the first
flood, he promised that thé»troops would "co-operate as far
as my very particular situation . . . will admit." On the day
the fleet moved against the fort Parker should have the previously
agreed on signal h01sted as early as possible. 7 |

The roar of the American cannon in the Advance Guard on
June 21 was audible aboard the warships anchored in Five-Fathom
Hole. Misinterpreting the cannonade, Parker concluded that the
army had misunderstood his signal and had attacked. He accordingly
had the signal for his fleet to get under way hoisted, although
the wind was contrary. Before any damage could be done, the
mistake was discovered and the signal canceled.®

On the 22d Vaughan's 2d Brigade and the artillery broke
camp and joined Cornwallis' brigade near the southern enﬂ of
Long Islaﬁd. During the day, the Americans, téking cbgnizance'
of this build-up, withdrew from an exposed position they had

taken up near the Advance Guard. Clinton and his officers,

7. Clinton to Parker, June 21, 1776 (Clinton Papers).

8. South Carolina and American Gemeral Gazette, Aug. 2, 1776;
Parker to Stephens, July 9, 1776 (Parker Papers).
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.through their glasses; were able,to.study~the hdvance Guard,
which was about 500 yards south of The Breach. It had a more
exténded frbht than the ohe ahandoned ‘with'a battéry on the -
“east .and its left flank anchored~on a swamp. The abandoned
'_work was razed by a fatlgue partyzand converted into a "glacis
or esplanade to that more retired." Clinton was 1mpressed by
the. Amerlcans' sk111 in erecting fortifications, 9
In making preparations for the bombardment on the 23d,
Parker notifiedaCIihton that the naval dfficérsfassigned to
his. headquarters would be able to Judge the gauge of the wind
vand to 1nform the army whether it wouid enable the fleet to make
sail. If it vere, Parker planned to be abreast the fort by
1:30'p.m.. Friendshig,‘ifhthereuwere-any chance of a fair wind,
would run-up a blue flag: and keep it flying until thé ships
weighgd anchor. Phrker,hoped that by tomorrow evening, "i shall
: have the ﬁonor hf taking you by the Hand on Sullivan's
Islahd and congratulating you in the success of His Majesty's

arms by land and sea."10

9. Clinton to Germain, July 8, 1776, English Records, ER 4,
1775-1776; Journal of Expedltlon to Charleston, S.C., Germain Papers,
Secret Dispatch Book. ..Clinton was distressed by this development,
becduse heretofore he had planned to employ his light artillery to
neutralize the Advance Guard, preparatory to making his amphibious
assault.

~10. Parker to Clinton, June 22, 1776 (Germain Papers)-.
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Clinton and his generals had their troops formed and ready

to advance by mid-morning on the 23d. As the hour for the ships

fo getvunder way approached, the wind; which had been favorable,
shifted, and Parker at 11 a.m. ordered the signal "Prepare for
Actibn"'loweréd. On doing so, he sent Lieutenant Caulfield to
explain the situatibn to the army. Sir Peter wanted Clinton to
know that if fhe wiﬁd is ﬁot fair tomorroﬁ, "tﬁe tide at ebb will
not fall out so luckily for us as we could wish." As Clintbn
had concluded it would be more convenient for him if the attack
were made on a high tide, Parker had determined to take "the
chance of weather and begin on either the Flood or Ebb as thé
wind may serve." Regardless of the tide stage, provided the
winds would permit, he would get abreast the fort with his ships.ll
Clinton was disappointed, but he could only reiterate to
Parker that "whenever circumstances shall concur to make the
attack practicable, I shall do my utmost to cause a diversion
and to cooperate with you."lz-
June 24 dawned, and the weather took a turn for the worée.

The sky was overcast; there were frequent squalls. On the 25th

~ the ship-of-the-1line Experiment of 50 guns, out of Boston, hove

11. Parker to Clinton, June 23, 1776 (Germain Papers).

12. Clinton to Parker, June 23, 1776 (Clinton Papers).
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to off Charleston Bar, ahd,Parker;signaled‘her captain to
lighten'ship and cross as soon as possible. Parker and his
siaff;believed ﬁhevnewcomer would be of great assistance. But
as Sir Peter believed he ¢ou1d silencé the Rebel battery witﬁout
her; he promised Clinton not to ""delay a moment, in putting our
Determinatioﬁ‘fo begin the instant the wind and §c. will suffer
us into Execution;“ .

Now that Clinton had drawn the Americans' attehtion to the
‘Advance Guard, Rarker voiced the opinion it might be possiblg
for the army. to effect a landing on the mainland, under the cover
of tﬁe bombardmenb, and pﬁsh on to Mount Pleasant.

‘When_ he had matured ﬁis plans, Parker had proposed to eﬁfiléde
the fért from the ships stgtioned to the westward and to cut off the

Americans' retreat across The Cove. This could be of assistance

to the army, provided'CIinton still planned to attack Mount Pleasant.

After 'he had silenced the battery, and if it were an enclosed work,
a landing force of sailors and marines would storm ashore. They
would.-attempt to enter the work through the embrasures, and if
succésgful they would hold on-until the redcoats arrivéd. If,
however, the fort weré ﬁot enclosed, the army might be able 'to

entef it from the rear,13

vy

13. Parker to Clinton, June 25, 1776 (Germain Papers)}

4
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Clinton's soldiers during the day were active. A detach-
ment of Highlanders occupied the oyster bank opposite the Advance
Guard and opened fire on Thomson's pickets with theif_Brown Besses.
Colonel Webster with the Light Infantry Battalion crossed Hamlin

d.14

Creek and took position on Green Islan The tender Roebuck in

the meantime had joined Lady William and Raven in Hamlin Creek.

Under the cover of darkness, the Highlanders threw up two small

works and were ready and waiting when the American guns in the

 Advance Guard shelled them on the 26th.lS General Clinton on

June 26 notified Parker that his scouts had collected scant

information that would be of use to Parker in planning his attack.
From the observation posts on Oyster Bank, his engineers had been
examining the works on Sullivan's Island. It appeared to Clinton,
although several of his engineers differed, that the fort was "a
complete square and finished.'" At the northern end of Sullivan's
Island, the Rebels were "every where intrénching themselves in

the strongeét ménner.” A bridge of boats héd been moored in position

across Sullivan's Island Narrows Creek to "favor their retreat."

14. Journal of Expedifibn to Charleston, S.C., Germain Papers,
Secret Dispatch Book. '

15. Ibid. On the 27th Clinton and Cornwallis visited the
Light Infantry on Green Island. One of the works was designed for
mortars and the other for cannon. Drayton, Memoirs of the American
Revolution, Vol. 2, p. 289. :
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As ‘yet, if Qas impossible for him fo-outliné whaf ‘the
army could do to suppdrt the navy. His movements would depend
on'"différénf circumégances, subject to a'variety of changes
‘as occasions may arise, and make them necessary." All he
courd‘dkoaS repeat, "the tfoops‘uﬁder'my command will cooperate
‘with you to the utmost for ;hevgood bf His Majesty's Sérvice."

When' the fleet attacked, Clinton urged Parker to have his frigates,
‘ 16 |

advance as. deep into the harbor as possible.
s By the morning o% the 27th Experiment had been lightenéd,'
~crossed the bar, and-foined the fleet . in Five-Féthom Ho1e;-_Mean-
while, afrangements foflthe bombardment had been pérfected.' The
winds, which were: out of the southeast, were "flaftering," and
Parker ofdered the prearranged‘signal hoisted. Hardly had the
fleet got under way before the wind veered to the_northwérd; and

the ships were obliged to anchor.17

16. Clinton to Parker, June 26, 1776 (Clinton Papers).
17. Parker to Stephens, July 9,’1776 (Parker Papeis);

Journal of Expedition to Charleston, S.C., Germain Papers,
Secret Dispatch Book.
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CHAPTER V

The Battle of Sﬁllivan's Island

Colonel Moultrie on the morning of June 28, 1776, rode up

to the Advance Guard. There he sighted a fleet of small boats
moving down Hamlin Creek to the west of Long Island. The Redcoats

in these vessels seehed intent on effecting a landing on Sullivan's
Island. As he and.Colonel Thomson were discussing how best to

cope with this threat, a cry was raised by the lookouts that the
men-of-war had loosened their topsails. Remounting, Moultrie
galloped back to the fort. By the time he arrived the ships were
under sail, and Moultrie shouted for his drummers to beat the’

"Long Roll," and the officers and men hurried to their battle

stations to the roll of the drums..l

During the four weeks that the ships had been anchored off
Charleston, the crews had been on two-thirds rations. No fresh
meat had been issued to the messes.since the fleet had left the
Cape Fear. Because of this situation, many of the sailors had
sickened and were too weak to man their battle stations; A call

for volunteers was made, and the crews of the transports almost

to a man stepped forward. Of these 50 were selected for duty

1. Moultrie, Memoire of the American Revolution, Vol. 1,
P. 174. . L' : :

74



aboard the ships. As the sailors retired oﬂ the night of the
27th, 'ruhors circulated thet."nb quarter would be given the
‘Americans, and that 3 5 000 had been offered for General Lee. n2
"+ At 9:30 a.m. on the 28th, Sir Peter Parker 51gna1ed General
,'Clinton that he would weigh anchor at 10:30 and move to the
.attack:':The bomb-ketch, Thunder, and armed ship, Ffiendship,
soon got under way and anchored within one and one-half miles
eof the fort. At 10:30 a signal gun was fired aboard Bristol,
and the warships set sail énd advanced up the channel. Active
took positien in front of the three guns emplaced in the east.
bast1on,38rlsmol off the f1ve guns in the curtain and the two
on the flank of the «east bastion; Experiment against the four
remaining guns in the curtain and the two on the flank of the '
west bastion; and Solebay abreast the three guns on the face of the

west béstio,n.3 Sphinx, Syren, and Acteon formed a second line

outside “the first. So leisurely were the movements of the British

ships that it appeared to the Charlestonians that Sir Peter was

hal
"

2. ' Gibbes, Documentary History, Vol. 2, pp. 1l1-12.

3. Bristol and Exgerlment were anchored within 480 yards

of the ‘fort, and Active and Sclebay about 550 yards. Subsequently,
Solebay 1lay outside the others, abreast the interval between the
two 50-gun ships. All the ships were too far from the works to
employ grape effectively. The sides of the ships were weaker than
the fort, but the total weight of their broadsides was .much heavier.
To score a success, Parker s ships should have closed to a range
where they could have overwhelmed the Americans with a multitude

of projectiles.
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or other vessels from annoying the'vesseis dueling with the
fort; (b) enfilade the gun platforms in the fort; and (c)
'prevent‘the Rebéls, once they were drifen}from their guns,

from escaping to the mainland. The pilots aboard tﬁe»frigateS'
wére unfamiliar with the harbor and held a cburée too far out
toward the Lower Middle Ground. They had hoped§to tack and pass
clear of the four ships engaged with the fort. In doing so; |
they grounded the frigates.5

It was mid-afternoon before the British succeeded in

refloating Sphinx and Syren. The first was freed with the

loss of her bowsprit, but, despite the efforts of Captain Hope

and the crew of Friendship, Acteon remained hard aground. Mean-

while, the gunhers aboard Thunder had continued to pound the fort
with their XIII-inch mortar. Most of the bombs fell wifhin the
works, but as there was a morass in the middle, -they were ''swallowed
. up instantly, and those that fell in the sand . . . were
immediately buried, so that few of them bursted amongst us." Soon
after the bombardment began, thé three'lz-pounders in the curtain

west of the fort were abandoned, when it was found that the parapet

5. Drayton, Memoirs of the Ameriean Revolution, Vol. 2, p. 294;
parker to Stephens, July 9, 1776 (Parker Papers); Pinckney to Mother,
June 29, 1776, found in Gibbes' Documentary History, Vol. 2, pp. 7-10.
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satisfied his men-of-war wéuid be'ﬁbiﬁv"to knock the'towﬁ about
" our Bars, notwithstanding our batteries." As a precautionary
'measure, however, Parker séﬁf his chief pilot;‘Sampson, below
deck before clearlng for actlon.

Colonel James aboard Thunder opétied the bombardment at 11:30,
by hav1ng h1s gunners loft several bombs from their XIII -inch mortar
into the fort. One of these projectiles struck the magazine, but 1t |
did not expiﬁ&e.4 - :

The Américahs hanned ihéir“kuns, as the ships %ailéd'hp,l"as
if in confidéﬂée of victory.'" As soon as they closed withiﬁ range,
Colonel MouItrie’S‘fEbple éqﬁmeﬁced firing., Four or five projectiles .
struck Active as she“tdme up under sail. These”shots‘she seemed
to .disregard until wifhin‘SSO“yérds of the fort, when she dropped
anchor and Tét -go a broadsifle. Her example was followed by Bristdl,
ExBériment, and' Solebay. ‘To:coﬁtrol their position, the British

tars fixed spring lines to the anchor cables. Covered by the fire

of these four ships, the frigates Acteon, Syren, and Sphinx now
advanced to take position in Rebellion Road, near the entrance to

The Cove. If successful they would be able to: (a),pfevent fireships

4. South Carolina and American General Gazette, Aug. 2, 1776;
Pinckney to Mother, June 29, 1776, found in Gibbes, Documentary
History, Vol. 2, pp. 7-10; Drayton, Memoirs of the American Revolution,
Vol. 2, p. 293. The ketch ‘and Friendship were anchored so that the -
XIII-inch mortar would bear on the angle of the east bastion frdm the
northwest by north.
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Was of insufficient height to protect the cannoneers.6

About the time that the two frigates were freed, Colonel

‘James aboard Thunder called for his people to cease fire, as

'theAshbck from the dischargé of the giant XIII-inch mortar ' .
’had_started the seams. A crew was turned to caviking the
ketch. The fire of the bombardment squadron, however, was o
augmented, as Syren and Friendship now closed to within 500
yardé of the fort.’ |

Colonel Moultrie had called for his gun captains o
concentrate on Bristol. The springs on Bris tol“s ceble were
shot away, and the flagship swung around, exposing her stern
to the forf. All guns that could be brought to bear were
turned on her. Along the platfoxrm the cxy wss waised, "ilind

the Commodore, mind the two fifty gun ships!” Tais call wes

heeded. - Shot after shot crashed into Bristcl and I.peiiiromni

especially the former. Moultrie recalled that he vas carizin
Sir Peter Parker 'was not at all obliged to us for onr particulaw

attention to him." Three attempts were made by a team headed by

6. Moultrie, Memoirs, Vol. 1, pp. 174-173; Drayton, Meimnoixs
of the American Revolution, Vol. 2, p. 297.

7. South Carolina and Americen Gemeral Gazette, Aug. 2. 1776;
Parker to Stephens, July 9, 1776, (Parker Papers). The gunners
manning the XIII-inch wortar had firad about 60 rounds be foxe
ceasing fire.
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Lt. James Saumarez to replace the spring, before the ship.was
again brought into line. . At one time, when the quarterdeck. was

cleared, and Sir Peter Parker stood alone on the poop ladder,

_ Saumarez shouted for him to come down, but Sir Peter answered,

'""You want to get rid of me, do you?' and refused to move.8 An
exploding shell "ruined'" Sir Peter's "Britches . . . quite torn
off, his backside laid bare, his thigh and knee wounded, '"®

As it was very hot, a number of Moultrie's people pulled.off_
their coats and flung them onto the merlons. An eproding shell
hurled one of the coats into a small tree behind the platform.
Aboard Bristol, the tars postéd in the tops, their vision obscured
by the smoke, mistook the coat for a man hanged from a tree. It
was rumored aboard the ships that the man had fled and as a warning
to his comrades had been execufed.lo
The major problem confronting the Americans was a powder

shortage. At the beginning of the fight, they only had enough

powder in the magazine to allow for the discharge of 28 rounds

8. Moultrie, Memoirs, Vol. 1, p. 175.

9. The American Heritage Book of the Revolution, Richard M.

Ketchum (ed.) (New York, 1958), p. 128.

10. Parker to Stephens, July 9, 1776 (Parker Papers); Moultrie,
Memoirs, Vol. 1, p. 176.
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each from. the 26 guns emplaced invth35fort..‘Abpard Captain

Tuftﬁs'schboner'(Defence), anchored in The Cove, was another 200

pounds‘of}powdgr.l; Bieqténant Byrd was dispatched early in the

affgynoon to alert General Lee to the:;powder shortage. From his

command poSt on Haddrell Point, Lee raﬂayed this informationito '
President Rut_ledge.12 The Pfesident promptly dispatched a wagon
withysoobbbunds of powder. On doing so,'he cautioned, ''Do not
make too f}equith your cannon. Cool and domischief.."l_‘3

Moul{ﬁie;beyieyed if his cannoneers could.have expended all
the pdwder,thgx %;s@eqk"tﬁat,the men-of-war must have struck
their ColéfS@-Q? thex;wou}d-éertainly have been sunk, because
they could not retreat, §3 £he wind and tide were against them;
and if they had proceeded up to town, they would have been in
a much‘woise:situation.”

The -guns of the fleet at the same time were unable to make
any impression on the palm;tto lég fort. (The logs constituted
the exterior and interior élope of the parapgt, while the superior
slope was sand.) The 16-fbot'thick merlons were high enough to

cover the men from the fire of sailors and marines posted in

11. Moultrie, Memoirs, Vol. 1, p. 177.

12, ‘Lee to Moultrie, June 28, 1776, found in Moultrie's
Memoirs, Vol. 1, p. 167. L '

13. Rutledge to Moultrie, June 28, 1776, found in 1bid.,
Vol. 1, p. 167.
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~was derelict in not putting ashore a landing force.

the tops. Most of the casualties suffered by the Patriots

 were caused by shots passing through the embrasures.

Subsequently, Moultrie questioned Parker's report that
"the guns were at one time so long'silénced, that it was thought
the fort was abandoned." If this were true, he reasoned, Parker
14
Reports reached Moultrie about 3 o'clock that Clinton's

Redcoats had estéblished a beachhead on Sullivan's Island midway

between the fort and the Advance Guard. Until he could verify

this story, Moultrie had his cannoneers cease fire, so they could
reserve their powder for the small-arms to be used in repelling
the footsoldiers. This report was soon found to be in errof,

and Mbultrie called for his people to resume fire, but to hold

it down in view of the powder shortage. The British, observing
that the fire from the fort had ceased and that the gunners were
taking cover, assumed that they had gained the upper hand. ''The
Yankees have done fighting," some of the tars shouted. Others
echoed, ﬁBy God, we are glad of it, for we never had such a
drubbing in our lives. We had been told they would not stand

two fires, but we never saw better fellows."

14. Moultrie, Memoirs, Veol. 1, p. 177.
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Their cheers.céased, when the'Ameriéén guns again,rdared into
actiOn; and‘fhe battle continted  - Three or fdur of the menéof-
war's broad51des now struck the fort at the same - mstant, "'which
gave the merlons such a tremor" that Mbultrle became "apprehen51ve
: that a few more such would tumble them @bwn."ls

The first man kilied in the fort was Corporal Samuel Yarbury
of the Grenadiers As his comrades rolled him off the platform
with their handaplkes, they shouted, "Revenge, let us revenge our
comrade's death!"1®

While the bombardment lagted; thous;nds of Charlestonians
asseﬁbied on.the Battery to ﬁéﬁch with anxious hopes aﬁd fears.
Some of them had fathers, brbtﬁers, and husbands on Sullivan's
Island., When a projectile fioﬁ one of the.ships carried away
the flagstaff, there was a collective moan, and they gave fhe
fort up as Lost. |

Among the fort's defenders was Sergeant Wllllam Jasper
When he saw the flag fall, he called to Colonel Moultrie, '"Col.
don't let us fight without our:flag."

"What can you do? TheAétaff is broke," answered Moultrie.

"Then, sir," Jasper,cried; "I}ll fix it to a halbert, and

place it on a merlon of the bastion, next to the enemy."

15. Parker to Stephens, July 9, 1776 (Parker Papers); Moultrie,
Mémozrs, Vol. 1, p. 178; Glbbes Documentary sttory, Vol. 2, pp. 11-12.

16. thckney to Mother, June 29, 1776 found in Gibbes'
-Documentary sttory, vol, 2, p. 1l0.
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Whéreupoﬂ he sprang from one of the embrasures, and walked
the entire length of the fort's front. Reaching the fallen _'
colors on the extreme left of the work, he detached them from

the mast, called to Captain Horry for a spénge staff, and

with a heavy cord lashed the colors to it. He then returned

. to the fort amid "a shower of balls" and planted the staff

on the superior slopé‘of:a merlon. This dohe, he waved his
hat, gaﬁe three cheers, and shbuted, "God save Liberty and
my couhtry forever." He then rejoined his éun crew.t? |
When Sergeént Jasper planted the flag upon the ramparts,
it revived the droéping spirits o; the onlookers onAthe.Battery.
They continued to watch until night closed in and hid the fort.
General Lee had spent the morning df fhe 28th in Charleston, i'
and before leaving the city for Haddrell Point, he had told President
Rutledge of his decision to replace Colonel Moultrie with Colonel

18 About'the time

Nash, unless Moultrie carried out his orders.
the ships came tacking up the channel from Five-Fathom Hole, Lee

was endeavoring to reach the island in a small boat, but the wind

17. Jones, Sergeant William Jasper, 20; Elliott to Elliott,

. June 29, 1776, found in Gibbes' Documentary History, Vol. 2, p. 6.

The flagstaff had been a ship's mast, while the flag had been designed
by Colonel Moultrie.

18. Drayton MSS, June 28, 1776, found in Gibbes' Documentary
History, Vol. 2, p. 10.
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“and tide drove him back to the mainland. He watched as the
foﬁr menfbffwar anchored within "less than half muskct.shotf”
of the fort and commenced oﬁc'of "the most f&rious and incessant
tires 1 evcr”saé or heard." As the garrison was'composad'of
, . )
"raw troops,'" short of powder; and the bridge by which ;hcy
could be reinforced of retreat was uafinished, Lec whs under-
.standablyfanxibus. Orders were sent to Moultric that if he
oxhaustcd'his ammunition without beating off the foc, he was
to spike.his guns and ¢vucudté the fort. Shortly thercafter,
Lee was Cheorédshy the urri;dl of several wagons loaded wjnh
powder and shot sent from Cﬁaflegton by President Rutledgc.
Before determining his next hovc, General Lee sént his aide,
Lieutenant Byrd, back across The Cove in a canoe to check the
garrison's spiwdt; On his return, Byrd's reported the troops'
morale high, so Lee determiﬁed to order the fort defended.l?
About 4 p.m. Lee crossed The Cove in a small boat to
encourage the garrison by his preseﬁce. e could have saved
ﬁimsclf the ride, because on his arrival he found the troops

“determihgd and cool to the last Degree, their behavior would

in fact have done honors to the oldest troops."20

19. 'Lee to Washington, July 1 and 2, 1776, Washincton Papers,
Vol. 29,<Library of Congress; Lee.to Moultrie, June 28, 1776,
found in'Moultrie's ‘lemoirs, Vol. 1, p. 166.

20. Lee to Washington, July 1 and 2, 1776, Washington Papers,
Vol. 29, Library of Congress. '
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Colonel Moultrie at 5 o'clock received word that General
Lee was approaching, and sent Capt. Benjamin Marion with eight

or ten men to unbar- the gateway (the gate not being‘finished).

‘The gateway was barricaded with timbefé 8- or 10-inch square,

which required three or four men to remove each piece. Aboard
the ships, the men‘in the tops, seeing these men run from the
platform, shouted, "They are quitting the fort,"21

Moultrie and several of his officers were smoking their
pipes when Lee entered the works. In deference to his rank,

they laid them aside. Climbing onto the platform, Lee walked

about with great “coolness .and self possession' as he complimented

the men. He exclaimed that in his career he had seen.“many
Bombardments and Cannonadings, but none comparable to this in one
day." Never had he seen veterans behave better. After pointing'
several gums, he turned to Moultrie and said, "Colonel, 1 see
you are doing very well here, and you have no occasion for me,
so I will go up to town again." With this, he left the foft

and recrossed The Cove.22

21. Moultrie, Memoirs, Vol. 1, p. 176.

22. Moultrie, Memoirs, Vol. 1, p. 176; Hutson to Brother,
June 30, 1776 (Hutson Papers). :
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" On returning to the mainland, Lee ordered Muhlenberg's
Virginia CPntinentals to cross over to Sullivan's Island and

reinforce-polonel Thomson at the Advance Guard.23

The day was hot and humid, Moultrie recalled, and : ‘ A

we were served along the platform with grog in
firebuckets, which we partook of very heartily:

I never had a more agreeable draught than that
which I took out of one of those buckets at the
time; it may be very easily conceived what heat
and thirst a man must feel in this climate, tc

be upon a platform on the 28th of June, amidst

20 or 30 heavy pieces of cannon, in one continual
blaze and roar; and clouds of smoke curling over
his head for hours together; it was a_very honorable
situation, but a very unpleasant one.

The fire of the ships had taken a toll. The 18—§opnder next.
to the shattered flagstaff had a large piece of its muzzle torn.
away, whiie the next 18-pounder to its right, commanded by
Captain Ashley, lost half itg crew. As the six-man crew, three to
a side, w%s handspiking the cannon into battery, a projectile

crashed through the embrasure, and cut down three of the men--

5

Luke Flood, Richard Rodgers, and Isaac Edwards .2 Sergt. McDaniels

?;5§\t.rrib1y wounded, and just before he died shouted "My brave lads,

X

I'm just engring, but for Heaven's Sake let not sweet liberty expire

23, lLee to Moultrie, June 28, 1776, found in Moultrie's Memoirs,
Vol. 1, p.: 167. '

24. Moultrie, Memoirs, Vol. 1, pp. 178-179.

25. Drayton, Memoirs of the American.RevoZution,’VOl. 2, p. 302. ' "
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with me." As Sergeant Jasper removed McDaniels' body from the

blood-stained platform, he called, "Revenge this brave man's

death." Two 6fficers'were wounded--Lt. Henry Gray received a
spent swivel ball in the chest, while Lt. Thomas Hall wés struck
on the cheek by a piece from a handspike that had been shattered
by a ball.2® |

About the time of Lee's visit, 200 pounds of powder reached
the fort from the scﬁooner Defense and soon thereéfter the 500
pounds of powder sent by President Rutledge was turned over to
Moultrie, Thus the Americans were able to maintain a slow and
deliberate fire after dérkness closed in. Although visibility
was poor, ;hey-could hear the crash and a splintering of timber
whenever oﬁe of their projectiles struck a ship. |

At 9 p.m. Sir Peter Parker took stock of the situation:
(a) it was now very dark; (b) a great quantity of ammunition had
been expended; (c) his people wefe exhausted; (d) the tide had
ebbed; and (e) Clinton's footsoldiers had been unable to effect
a lodgment on Sullivan's Island. In view of this situation, he
determined to withdraw. The ships, except Acteon which was still

hard aground, cut their cables and dropped down with the tide, and

26. Hutson to Brother, June 30, 1776 (Hutson Papers); Jones,
Sergeant William Jasper, p. 21. ' :
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were soon out of range of the Americang' guns. When the firing
cease@;'thé Patriots in Charlestdn were ﬁncertain of its implica-
tions. Thgy‘were overioyed’wﬁen the diSpatch boat Moultrie had
seﬁt up ar;iVQd with word thaf the British had retired, and the
Americans were victorious.27 |

General Clinton at 10 a.m. on June 28 had observed that the
fleet was=$;king sail. Thé floodvtideAwaS running very strong,
as Clinton br@gred his artillery and mortar ba;tery to be prepared
to fire on”;iggal.zal When the ships ancﬁored and commenced: the
bombardmeﬁgl Clinton was apprehensive, as it appeared to him that
th%y had féilgd to ckose."Qithin such a distance, as to avail
themselves'éf the figg from their tops, grape shot, or musquetry."
He was. disappbinted to see that the frigates that were to cut the
Rebels! coﬁhugicatipns with the mainland and to cover his landing
on Point Pleasant had grounded.

Cl%n;on, to support the navy, had his artillery open fire.
But with the tide rolling in, he:realized»that his'gunners out

on Oyster Bank would soon be compelled to abandon their forward

position at The Breach or see their cannon engulfed. As the

27. 3Pinckney to Mother, June 29; 1776, found in. Gibbes'
Documentary- Higtory, Vol. 2, pp. 7 - 10; Parker to Stephens, July 9,
1776 (Parker Papers). '

ty

28, ‘June 29, 1776, Observations (Germain Papers).

1
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artillerists limbered up their pieces, Clinton ordered down
the sloops and schqoners, and the Redcoats were formed in such

"a manner as to be a party to attempt a landing either” on

‘Sullivan's Island or the mainland, as circumstances warranted.2?

An armed schooner (Lady Williams) and a sloop, accompanied by

a flotilla of small boats from the fleet, manned by sailors and

marines, made their way dowﬁ Hamlin Creek. The two armed vessels
were to take positioh to rake the Advance Guard. Covered by this
fire and that of the artillery and mortars emplaced on the Oyster
Bank, Clinton's soldiers would effect their bridgehead. The boats
kept abreast.of Clinton's vanguard, as it marched toward The Breach.
The flotilla, as it approached Gfeen Island, took the lead.
Clinton's soldiers began to cheer, and Colonel Thomson,
seeing that the boats were now w1th1n range, told his men to open
with their 18-pounder. So well-directed was this fire that the
Sailb;s aboérd the schooner and sloop had to clear the decks. The

officers had difficulty keeping their people at their battle stations.

. Every ball seemed to rake the decks. Repeated efforts by the flotilla

were made to close with the Advance Guard. When they finally worked

their way within grape shot range, the two bigger vessels grounded,

29. From front to rear the column of assault was formed: The
battalions of Light Infantry and Grenadiers, 28th, 37th, 54th, 57th,
46th, 334, and 15th Regiments of Foot.
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| and'tﬁe officer in charge frdte#ted ﬁﬁét they Hgdksouﬁded and.
ﬁfouﬁd-a Bar across’their.ﬁead," As soon as they had worked
their way-free, the two ships'retired up Hamlin Creek. This
deﬁrived Clinton of‘the ships to ;oVé?This landing on Sullivan's
Island, and unt11 such protéction could be secured, he and his
officers deemed it 'rash . . . to attempt ifl"

Parker, having agreed to send several ffigateS’to ""show
'themselvés between Sullivan's Island ahd'HaddréIllpoiﬁf," the
footsoldiefSnﬁélf-fﬁeir‘way‘gautiously toward Thé Breach, while
the artillery Was'ordened “tgéland'on the sands as soon as they
couid-be‘piacéd there." Sé@éral guns were positioned on Green
ISland;3o v |

It was fortunate for the Amerlcans that the armed vessels
sent to cover"the landlng retlred early in the fight, because
Thomson's cannoneers soon exhausted most of their ammunition.
At 5 p.m., when they were réinforced‘by Muhlenberg and his 700
‘Virginia~Continentals; they ﬁad ;nly one charge left for the
18-poundef and three each for ihe 6-pounders. A combination

of factors--the failure of the British to close; poor fire

30. ‘' Johnson, Tradztzons and Reminiscences, pp. 91-94;
Clinton to' Germain, July 8, 1776, English Records, E.R. 4,

1775-1776; June 29, 1776, Observations (Germain Papers); South -
Carolina ‘and American General Gazette, August 2, 1776.
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control on the foe's part; and a breastwork kept the American
casualties to a minimum. Thomson for the day listed his losses

as one man wounded.31

The landing craft, with Lady William and the sloop checkmated,

were withdrawn; and the Redcoats dawdled as the afternoon slipped
by. General Clinton at dusk rode over to where Cornwallis had .
formed the soldiers. There he learned that '"the only thing that
could give us the.leasf feeble protection was gone adrift, and
anchored under the enemy's fire.'' Clinton assembled the field
officers of the 1st Brigade, and told them that although the
"attack was such a one as he lamented to be obliged to send froops
to, he believed it would be necessary to attempt it.'" He inquired
"Afe your men steady enough to make a night assault or should they
wait for morning?"

They answered, 'Our soldiers would be more steady in the day,
and that they should aread night attacks with such young troops."32

Clinton accordingly determined to wait until daybreak, and the
soldiers were permitted to return to their advance camp. At daybreak
on June 29, Clinton dispatched one of his aides, Captain Evelyn, to

ascertain Sir Peter Parker's plans. Evelyn would also acquaint

31. Drayton MSS, June 28, 1776, found in Gibbes' Documentary
History, Vol. 2, p. 10.

32. June 29, 1776 Observations (Germain Papers).
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Slr Petér'with thé grmy's situation. 7Asvyet, Cliﬁtbﬁ.did not
know of.tﬁe navy's repulse:33‘ Upon.learning that the fleet had
‘been coﬁpelléd to return to Five-Fathom Hole, leaving a frigate'
aground, Cllnton canceled his attaék 34

Some of the sailors disagreed_wf%h Clinton's argument that

the depth of the water had kept his troops hrom crossing The

Breach. Alexander Forrester, a crewman aboard Lady William, wrote:

i

it was dimpossible for any set of men to sustain so
destructive a fire as the Americans poured in upon
them on ‘this occasion; that it was the desttuctive
fire from Colonel Thomson's fort whica preverted ‘the
flotilla from advancing, and not the shoals and sand
bars, as was alleged,‘that it was the repulse of the
flotilla which prevented General Clinton from fording
the ‘inlet, and not the depth of water. 35

Richard Hutson reached Fort Johnsen about one hour after the

British:ships had oper 'ed the bombardment. . From there he watched

33.: Clinton to Parker, June 29, 1776 (Clinton Papers).
34, June 29, 1776 Observations (Germain Papers).

35.3'Johnson, Traditions and Reminiscences, p. 95. 1In
Great Britain one of the opposition newspapers, the Saint James'
Chroniclée, printed a parody in verse describing Clinton's repulse.
It read.

By ‘the Red Sea, the Hebrew host detained,

Through aid divine the distant shore soon gained;
The waters fled, the deep a passage gave,

But ‘this God wrought,‘a'chosen race to save:

Though Clinton's troops have shared a different fate,
'Gainst thee, poor me! mnot chosen sure of heaven,

The miracle reversed“it still is great--

From two feet deep,. the water rose to seven. JIbid.
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the actlon, and" "a more awfully p1e351ng 51ght I never saw."
When the frigates grounded, the. cannoneers opened fire Wlth

. one of their French 26-pounders qn the nearest vessel, Szren.
The range was too great, and after three rounds, Colonel Gadsden

called, "Cease Fire!"

"If we just-had more handspikes and the strength, we would

“have moved the fort a little nearer," was the complaint. 36

The British sailors spent the night of June 28 effecting
temporary repairs to their ships. As soon as his vessels had.
.dropped anchor in Flve Fathom Hole, Sir Peter Parker contacted
his captains and the leaders of the damage control partles
Preliminary reports were not encouraging. It was said that the
ships Qere in the most miserable mangled situation. ‘About 70
projectiles from the Americans' guns hgd sfruck Bristol, Rilling
40 men and woﬁnding 71. The next morning, the mizzenmast fell
overboard, while the ships' carpenfefs were compelled to cut away
22 feet of the mainmast, "and to case aﬁd'Fish the fémaindef."
The foremast also had to be fished, while the head of the main
topmast; and the caps of the bowsprit and the top gallant mast

had been shot away. In addition, she had been "much damaged in

36. Hutson to Brother, June 30, 1776 (Hutson Papers); Gadsden
to Moultrie, July 1, 1776, Moultrie's Mémo%rs, Vol. 1, p. 171.
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«

her ilull, thds andvRigging;" Now insteéd of Sir Peter's broad
"pcndcnﬁ soaring on a Jofty maét, it is now hardly to.hc seen on
i jury-mainmasp considerably lower than the foremast." Two of
“the flagship's lower deck guﬁs had been: put permanently out of
: : N

action by having their trunnions torn off.

Not -a man stationed on the Quurtérdeckbof Bristol at the
beginning of” the bombardment ¢scaped beiﬁg a casualty. Captain
John Morris lost his right arm; the master was wounded in the
right arm;. and Purkcr'fccc{vcdvsevcral contusion;. Couragc
wds a2 common virtuc'nboard Brfstol; Lord William Campbell, who
hdd voluntcered, wns_hlaccd’iﬁ,charge of a division of guns on
thc lower gun deck. [lis Lordéhip had received a contusion on
his left side.>’ |

Experiment had 23 deéd and 56 wounded, and she had suffered
much in her-hull, masts, yards, and rigging. Her mizzen gaff had
“been shot away. On Active there was one killed and six wounded,
whilé Solebﬁx reported eight %ounded.38v

Dawn on June 29 revealed to the Americans that Acteon was

still hard aground on the Lower Middle Ground. Colonel Moultrie

37. Parker to Stephens; July 9, 1776 (Parker Papers); Falconer
to Falconer, July 13, 1776;iPinékney to Mother, June 29, 1776, found
in Gibbes' Documentary History, Vol. 2, pp. 7-10, 19-20; William Bull

to John Pringle, August 13, 1776, British Records, Intercepted Letters.

. 38. Parker to Stephens,.July 9, 1776 (Parker Papers).
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ordered his gunners to lvad iheir French 26-pounders with maximum
charges of powder, aﬁd they gave the grounded frigate a few rounds.
Acteon replied. Capt. Christopher Atkins, after checking with his
officers, was satisfied that he could nﬁt free his ship, 56 he
determined‘to destroy her. She was set afire and abandoned.

Capt. Jacob Milligan saw the British abandon the doomed
frigate, and he éﬁd a number of volunteers took three small boats
out and boardéd her. Several guns were pointed at Bristol and
discharged. Milligan and his people, seeing that the flames were
spreading rapidly, brought off the ship's bell, and as many sail
as his boats could carry. Moments after they had pulled clear
the frigate bléw up, and from "the explosion issued a grand pillar
of smoke, which soon expanded itself at the top, and to appearance,
formed the figure of a palmetto tree.'" Acteon now burst into an
inferno that continued to rage until she burnt to the waterline.39

During the day, a number of officials visited Sullivan's Island
to congratulate the defenders. President Rutledge presented Sergeant
Jasper with a sword for his gallant behavior. William Logan sent

the garrison a hogshead of rum with a card reading:

39. Moultrie, Memoirs, Vol. 1, p. 180; Parker to Stephens,
July 9, 1776 (Parker Papers). A court of inquiry was convened by
Sir Peter Parker to investigate Captain Atkins' conduct, and he .
was "honorably acquitted."
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‘Mr. Willlam Lopan, presents his éoWpliments to
Col, Moultric, and the officers did soldiern on
Sullfvan's 1sland, and by their acceptance of -
H'huéﬁhvnd of old Antigua rum, which beiny
Scarce {n town at this time; will be acceptable.

40

unlonqlthnltric, oﬁ mustofing,hhs‘command'und‘chvckinﬂ Tyi
rolls, found that thovdcfonsc‘of the foFt had cost rhe Americans
37 casualtivs: 12 Killed and 26 wound¢d.dl (See Appendix B for
Return ot Troops Pthvd in the fort on Junce 28R, l77h,ﬂuqd alist
of the castaftios:) The fort had suffered Tittle dumnﬁ“ in the
bombardment, 4§ thongh the merjons were riddled. . The native pn&mrtln
hdd‘hi(hStGQd the disiult n{ forcign oak. Hardly o hut or ?rvv on
the istand jn’fﬁv vicifiity of thic fort éscapcd.42

I the Qngﬁgcmcﬁf the Americans had expended 4,706 pounds of

Soowder tand abodt 600 shet,  As a comparfson the crew of bEristol
had expended 150 barrels of pQWJc} and that of Lxperiment 70 barrc)sd?

L

340. "Moultrie, Merwirs, Vol. 1, pp. 182-183.

¢

‘41. Gibbes, :wourentary History, Vol. 2, p. 5.

42, Sonzn Carolina and American General ‘iazette, August 2, 1776,
-The materials of which the fort was constructed, the British reported,
"form ne inconsiderable part of its strength. 'The Piemeto [sic] Tree,
of a srringy substance, is used in framing the Parapet and the inter-
stices filled 'with sand. We have found by experience' that this
donstruction will resist the heaviest fire. "Observations upon the .
Attack made by Sir Feter Farker upon Fort Sullivan," June 28, 1776,
British Museurm, MSS, Vol. 25, p. 490, folio 31.

43. Drayton MSS, June 28, 1776, found in Gibbes' lccwnentr
LLetors, Vol.-2, p. 10; Drayton, Memoirs of the Americar Fevoluticr.,
2, r. 296. )
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After the battle in policing the area about the fort, Moultrie's

people 'gathered up more shot, from 24;pounders down to the

‘smallest size, than they had fired" in the engagement.44

General Lee, on evaluating the reports of his subordinates,

was unable to foreccast the foe's next move. He was inclined to belicve

that the fleet would recross the bar and proceed to Chesapeake Bay
to refit. But "shame and rage" might prompt Clinton's footsoldiers
to attempt somcthing beforc they re-embarked. For his part, he

would "spare no pains to discover their intentions and bafflc their

schemes."

Lee would commend to Congress in highést terms, Coloncl Moultrie
and the entirec garrison as 'brave soldiers and excellent citizens."
The conduct of Colonel Thomson's command at the Advance Guard also
was deserving of mention. 42

Lee reported to General Washington on July 1 that the British

had now lost an opportunity of capturing Charleston, which on his

arrival had been "utterly defenceless.”46

44. Bull to Pringle, August 13, 1776, British Records, Inter-
cepted Letters. .

45. Lee to Hancock, July 2, 1776, Washington Papers, Vol. 29,
Library of Congress.

46. Lee to Washington, July 1, 1776, Washington Papers, Vol.
29, Library of Congress.
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7Congfes$ on Juiyvéo, on learning of the victofy, passed a
resolution thanking Geneial.Lee; Colonels Moultrie and Thomson,
~and the éfficers'énd men under theirvcommands who "fepﬁlsed, with
so much valor, the attack which:.ygs made on the State of South
Carblina; by the fleét and army ofihis ﬁritannic majesty;"47
Meanwhile, the'South Carolina Assembly had passed a resolution

" naming the fort on Sullivan's Island, Fort Moultrie, in honor of

the officer who had commanded its defense on June 28, 1776.48

47. Moultrie, Memoirs, Vol. 1, p. 183.

48. ' Ibid.
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CHAPTER VI

The British Withdraw From the Area

General Lee on June 30, 1776, reviewed Moultrie's troops
on Suliivan's Island ;nd told them that he was "happy' to
congratuléte them for ""their gailant defence of the fort, against
a fleet of eight men of Waf and a-bomber} during a cannonade of:
eleven hours,'and a bombardment of seven hours."! The Americans
attention again fbcused on the British on July 1 Five deserters .
from the fleet had reached Fort Johnson in a small boat during
the night. They told Colonel Gadsden that if the British attacked
again, they would get "as close to the forts as possible . . . to
command . . . [them] more easily from their tops.'f2

Huger's regiment on the lst volunteered to go over to

Sullivan's Island as a fatigue party and help strengthen the

1. Drayton, Memoirs of the American Revolution, Vol. 2,
pp. 305-306.

2. When Colonel Gadsden ralayed this news to Moultrie, he
congratulated him "on the drubbing you gave those fellows.'" Gadsden
to Moultrie, July 1, 1776, found in Moultrie's Memoirs, Vol. 1, pp.
170-171. The deserters were: Thomas Bennett, Daniel Hawkins,
Robert Scott, Edmond Allston, and James Scott. They had been

" impressed into His Majesty's navy, when their ship had been stopped

at sea. Two had served on Bristol and three on Acteon during the
recent engagement. . Drayton MSS, June 28, 1776, found in Gibbes'
Documentary History, Vol. 2, p. 10.
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works. Lee would have preferred to_sehd a corps of Negroes,

but he was overruled by President Rutledge. Moultrie was to
have these people thro& up a;redoubt on the beach designed to
feéist a lahding, while a téém of carpenters finished the gafe
to the fort.

The‘deserters‘having told Lee of tﬁe heavy casualties aboard
the ships, he forwarded to Moultrie a "list of the murders your
garrison have now fo answer for, but i’hope it will sit light on
their conscience." |

Meanwhile, the garrison should remain vigilant, as it was
"proverbial in war, that we are never in so great dénger as when
success makes us confident.'"3

On July 2 General Lee sent a boat with a flag of truce to
propose an exchange of prisoners for Coi. Ethan Allen of Green
Mountains fame, whom the Americans had héardbwas aboard one of -
the ships. The officer in charge took with him fresh meat and
vegetables as a gift for Parker's and Clinton's messes. Clinton

was on Long Island, so several days passed before an answer was

received. When he replied, Clinton informed Lee that Allen was

3. Lee to Moultrie, July 1, 1776, found in Moultrie's
Memoirs, Vol. 1, pp. 171-172. The bodies of five sailors killed
in the action had washed ashore on Sullivan's Island, and they
had been buried by the Americans on the 29th.
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not present, and iﬁ féturn-fbfvthe gifts he forwarded the
Americans some porterv’anc’lvchees‘e.4

The American officer, while he was in Five-Fathom Hole,
“had ‘kept his-eyes open.. He observed that there was plenty of .
work fof the ships' carpeﬁters. wWﬁat'he saw s&bported the |
stories of deserters thét the Americans need not ”ekpect another a ‘~1-:
visit.at present." Officers had been overheard to say that the
two ships—of-the-line would go to English Harbour in Antigua to
get refitted} the trén;borts, with the troops, to New York,
under convoy of some mgn-of-war, to  join General towe; énd that
two frigates would bé 1éft fo cruise betwqen North Carolina and
Georgiags |

General Lee continued to fret, because the Province was slow
in providing materiais neéded to complete the works on Sullivan's
Island. He believed,Negro work gangs could be employed to "fill
up the merlons which are not yet full," and palisade the ''low
and most assailable pafts”’of the embrasures and angles.6

‘On ‘the Sth the Americans suffered a blow, when a sloop bound

from the West Indies and laden with 3,000 pounds of powder, 350

'2. South Carolina and American General Gazette, August 2, 1776.

‘s, Ibid.
6. " Lee to-Moultrie, July 6, 1776, found in Mqultrie'S~Mém0irs,
Vol. 1, pp. 172-173,

- 101




stands of arms, blankets, osnaburg, and sails grounded as she

ran into Stono Inlet. A detail o1 soldiers from the 1st South

Carolina, reinforced by the Johns and James Island militia, was

rushed to salvage the cargo. The soldiers were able to save

the stores,.but the véssel broke up before she could be refloated. ’

Tﬁe British also had their problems. Casualties among his
senior officers made it necesséry for Sir Peter Parker to reorganize
his fleet. Lt. Caulfield of Bristol on the 2d was assigned to
command Thunder, in place of Capt. James Reid, who was reassigned
to Sphinx, whose captain (Anthony Hunt) had been appointed to
Active. Capt. William Williams of Active had been ordered aboard
Experiment to replace Capt. Alexander Scott, whéthad lost his left
arm on the 28th. On July 3 Captain Morris of Bristol died, and
Caulfield was assigned to command the flagship.8 |

As soon as General Clinton was satisfied that the navy had no
intention of renewing the éttack, he proposed to Sir Peter that he
re-embark his troops so they could head northward to reinforce

General Howe. At the moment, the Redcoats were in good health,

7. C. C. Pinckney to Mrs. E. L. Pinckney, July 7, 1776
(Pinckney Papers); South Carolina and American General Gazette,

August 2, 1776.

8. Parker to Stephens, July 9, 1776 (Parker Papers).
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but he feared that if they remaineq:guchyiqnger on the Carolina

_.coast this sitdation would changé.'9 \
Parker, in, acknowledglng Cllnton s note (which had been
drafted on July 7), reported that as soon as the transports'
assigned the lst Brigade had been u%tered, they, would recross '; |
Charleston-Bar and proceed to Spence's Inlet.10 |
On 'the evening of‘thelllth, a detachment of Royal Marines
went ashore at the Lighthouse to cover the fatigﬁe detail sent
to secure water. General Lee, on learning of this, dispatched
Col. Alexander Martyn with 320 men to attack the British. Martyn
was unfahiliar with the éréa, and most of his men lost their way.
‘Two companies sent .ahead Qith a guide established contact with

the British pickets. Thé alarm was sounded, and the Marines and

fatigue party took cover in the Lighthouse. Seeing that they were

outnumbered, the two companies retired and joined Colonel Martyn.

The colonel determined not to press the issue, and the British

were allbwed to fill their casks and return to their ships. This

actionon the part of the Americans surprised Parker, because,

‘9. Clinton to Germain, July 8, 1776, English Records E.R. 4,
1775 1776

1.

'10.: Parker to Clinton, July 8, 1776 (Clinton .Papers).
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except for the action on June 28, "their defense had lacked

activity and vigilance.'ll
By the 12th the transports had been watered. Six of them

crossed Charleston Bar, and stood up the coast to Long Island,

where they took aboard the four regimeﬁts of the 1st Brigade.12

The Redcoats on Long Island were eager to get away from
the "infernal" South Carolina coast. William Falconer on July 13,
wrote his brother, Anthony:

We have been encamped on this island for this
month past, and have lived upon nothing but salt-
pork and peas; we sleep upon the sea-shore,
nothing to shelter us from the rains, but our
coats, or a miserable paltry blanket--there is
nothing that grows upon the island, - it being a -
mere sand-bank, and a few bushes, which harbor
millions of musketoes, a greater plague than

can be hell itself. o

Thomson's people, he reportéd, "'were entrenched up to¢ their
eyes, behind a small battery . . . all loaded .with grape shbt,”
and if His Majesty's footsoldiers should attempt to force their

way across The Breach, they would be cut to pieces.13

11. Parker to Clinton, July 12, 1776 (Clinton Papers); Drayton,

Memoirs of the American Revolution, Vol. 2, pp. 312-313.

12. South Carolina and American General Gazette, August 2, 1776;

Parker to Stephens, July 9, 1776 (Parker Papers). Several of the
frigates and armed vessels crossed the bar at the same time.

13. Falconer to Falconer, July 13, 1776, found in Gibbes'
Documentary History, Vol. 2, pp. 19-20.
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The British sailors on July:14 attempted to get Bristol’

~over the bar but failed. Before another 72 hours had passed,

the soldiers of the 2d énd 3d Brigades had re-embarked. As soon

as fhe few fransports'still anghered in Spence's Inlet shifted

'thgif‘anchorage, the ;rmy would_bg ready Foﬁgo to sea. Notifying
Parker of this situation, Clinton asked that the frigateé detailed
to convoy duty be alerted to join him. If they couid not sail
immediately, he reasoned that the transporté had better proceed
without <them. The wafef supply aboard several of the vessels was
already running short,;;nd Lieutenant Knowles had cautioned, if a
gale came up, the fieét.would be in trouble. In addition, the date
for the rendezvous with Howe at New York was approachiﬁg. As the
enftances to Chesapeake and Delaware Bays were blockaded b} British
frigates, there would be little danger from American privateeré.14

" The wind on July 20 was ''fair," and the few vessels anchored
in Spence's Inlét.were ready to sail. Relaying this news to Sir
Peter, Clinton, who waé chaffing to be under way, warned that the
hurricane .season is approaching. He again urged thét it was
imperative for the transports to put to sea, although the ships-
of-the-line were not feady. When he sailea, the only transports

thaf were to remain behind would be Pallister and Peace & Plenty.1®

-14. Clinton to Parker, July 17, 1776 (Clinton Papers) .

S
» 15. Ibid., July:20, 1776 (Clinton Papers).
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(3

Clinton, without awaiting an answer, ordered the transports

to gét under way. Glasgow Packet, as she had some small guns

aboard, was scheduled to be the last to cross the bar at Spence's
Inlet, because Lord Cornwallis desired her to cover the transports;

By the time Glasgow Packet was ready to cross the bar, the wind

died and she dropped anchor. The captain signaled that he would
need assistance in getting his ship out to sea. General Clinton
replied that he would acquaint Sir Peter with the situation of

Glasgow Packet.1®

At 5 a.m. on the 21st, the transports convoyed by Solebay
stood out to sea, bearing on a "southward course." Five hours

later, a favorable breeze picked up, and Glasgow Packet weighed

anchor and set sail. When within a cable's length of the bar;
she grounded. Distress signals were hoisted; the guns fired. A
yéwl was launched, and a small boat party sent to contact Parker,

whose flagship was anchored 12 miles down the coast.

Before the relief party returned, an American 10-gun row-

galley hove into view. It was now 4 p.m., and Glasgow Packet had

taken 'a heel to one side, and leaked very much.'" Her head was to

16. Campbell to Parker, July 21, 1776 (Clinton Papers).
Captain Tompkins of Friendship was entrusted with communicating
these orders to St. Lawrence. Tompkins, however, saw that as "the
fleet was to sail directly if the wind continued fair, he could not
afford any other Assistance, neither was he sure the Commander of
the St. Lawrence would comply with the order.”
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the bar and her stern to the shore, so itiwas impossible for
the gfew to bring hei guns to béar‘upon the‘galley; "who fired

repeatedly both grape and round shot." After throwing their

smaliiarms overboafd, Glasgow Packet surrendered. Seven of the ‘ :

crvegscaped in the long boat, but?their'shibmates—-so officers

ahd,hén--Were'captured, along with SO Highianders. After st;ipping

Glasgaw Packet, the Americans, the next morning, set‘her afire.l”?
'5héucrew succeedéd in getting the flagship Bristol over

Charleston::Bar on the 18th.',She was joined on July 25 by Experiment.

While the sailors remounted Experiment's lower tier of guns, which

had been removed to lighten ship, she anchored near Bristbi, Syren,

aifd three transports. On the 28th Syren headed southward. Active,
Sghinx, and a large transport crossed Charleston Bar on August 2

and, after rendezvousiﬂg with Bristol and Experiment, stood out to

sea, steering in an east-northeast direction. Thus for the first
time in. two months, the South Carolina coast was clear of British
warships.18 The first battle for Charieston had ended, but the

shouting continued.

v

17. campbell to Parker, July 21, 1776 (Clihton Papers). The
commander of the row-galley was Lieutenant Pickering of Piscataway.
Robert Cockran to Langdon, August 1, 1776 (Capt..G. M. Stone Collection).

18. South Carolina and American General Gazette, BAugust 2, 1776. l

R
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The Americans were understandably jubilant. So far in 1776
General Washington had accomplished little beyond hUrrying'Howe's

evacuation of Boston. The American army sent to overrun and occupy

“Canada had collapsed. Now came word of a victory from the south.

Not only had the British been repulsed before Sullivan's Island,
but .they had given up their initial'attempt‘to carry the war to
the;southern colonieé.' A Qictpry had been won, and American morale
soared. News of the success reached Philadelphia shortly after the
Declaration of Independence had been proclaimed. Now independence
might become something beyond the bold statements set forth on
parchment.

On the British side, the shouts had a harsher sound. The
Hopes of George III and the Ministry that the south wouid be quickly
restored to its allegiance to the crown were deflated. In the attempt
to place the responsibility for the defeat, some pinned the blame on
Clinton.1? Many of those who blasted the Qeneral beliéved they were
correct; the army had accomplished little and had suffered few
casualties, while the navy had closed with the foe, and had lost
heavily. Boldness was not one of General Clinton's virtues. Techni-
cally his defense of his actions was correct. He had notified Sir
Petefvthat he was unable to land his soldiers on Sullivan'S Island.

He had also written Parker that he would not attack Mount Pleasant

19. Edward McCrady, History of South Carolina in the Revolution,
L775-1780 (New York, 1901), p. 153,
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v;nd Haddrell Point unlpés'supportea"by the frigates. . As the

frigates failed tb‘gét into‘position, the army could not act.

He was under brders not to exposé his men to unneéessary dangérf
Bﬁtvhis defense indicates‘hié caiitious nature. ‘His decision to |
stay off‘the mainland wéS probably*Wise; had the infantry aavanced

to Mount Pleasant'withoﬁi supporting fire from the frigates, it
might?have been encircled by forces from the works facing Sullivan's
Island:Narr§ws Creek acting in conjﬁnction with a célumn coming

out from Charleston. Clinton, however, might havé made an attempt

to land troops on SulliVaﬁ's‘Island. Such a move was fraught with
danger; but the object was worth some risks. No test éf the American
pbsitién at The Breach was made. The British army was useless during
the fight.

That the British plan of attack was defective is obvious.
Coope;?tion between the army and navy was never good, and on this
occasion it was frightful. This engagement was thevbéginning of
Clinton's poor relations with naval officers. When he returned to
Charleston in 1780, he égain worked with a naval officer whom he
disliked and with whom he hadvdifficulty in maturing a joint-plan
of agtack. | |

Clinton, who seemed to have suffered from a persecution complex,

believed himself the victim of a conspiracy. He was uncertain as who
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was behind the plot. Pérhaps it was the entire Ministry, perhaps
it was Lord Germain, perhaps it was Sir Pecer Parker. He was

especialiy éngry with Parker, because the naval commander in‘his

report to the Admiralty had neglected to mention that the army had

offered to assist the navy in undertaking an amphibious assault.
Parker had also failed to say anything about the army's offer to
-y _

effect a lodgment on the mainland, if supported by the fire of the

. frigates. Parker appeared to be blaming the army for the disaster

at Charleston. 20

Germain, too, received a share of Clintbn's wrath.‘ The General
had sent a report on the army's activities before Charleston, and
had given detailed reasons for his failure to act. Before releasing
Clinton's report for publication, Germain had deleted certain parts,
apparently to avoid a confrontation with the Admiraity. The report
as released said nothing about Clinton's plan to attack Haddrell
Point. Indeed, Germain's editing furthered the implication conveyed
in Parker's report that the army had done nothing, after it had

been ascertained that it could not land on Sullivan's Island.ZI»‘

20. Clinton, American Rebellion, p. 36. Parker, in his first
report to the Admiralty, had blamed his failure to silence the fort
on: (a) the grounding of the three frigates; (b) the shooting away
of the spring lines; while (c) "the tide would not suffer us for a
long time to carry out an anchor."

21. Ibid.
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' Tﬁé battle.én June 28, 1776; was thé'first serious engage-
ment in which ships particip#téd,in the American Revolution. In
certain aspects ?t was siﬁila: to the‘battle of Bunker Hill. Both
engagements'illustrate the difficulty and danger of a frontal attack.
upén a fortified position, and the éﬁvaﬁtage-conferred upon untrained
volunteers, provided they are resolute and ihtelligently led. "
Althouhh there was in Parker's dispositions nothing open to serious.
criticism: and nothingAthat can be ascribed to underestimating the
foe, it is’ probable that he was very much surprised, not only at
the tenacity of the Ameri;én resistance, buﬁ at the aqcuracy of
the fire. Parker, in making his plans, undoubtedly was plagued by

the: natural instinct to underrate the Americans.
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CHAPTER VII

The British Capture Fort Moultrie and Charleston

The autumn of 1779 found Maj. Gen. Hemry Clinton, who had
‘been knighted, in command of His Majesfy's troops charged with
‘crushing the American armies opposed to the Crown. . Learning of
the failure of the Franbé—American force to recaptufe Savénnah,
Gedrgia, ih October, Clintoﬁ determined that' the fime was ripe
té attempt the subjugation of the southern colonies with a campaign
to begin in South Carolina and to sweep through North Carolina into
Virginia. Ignoring_fhe lessons learned in 1776, Sir Henry hbped
that he could rouse the Tories in the Carolinas, and they would
rally to the King's colors. Reinforced by these people, he would
sweep a11 before him and snuff out the forces of rebellion in that
region. His plan was to Capture Charleston and establish a base
‘there, and then drive inland and northward.

Recént developments seemédvto favor the project. Examining
his returns, Clinton found that his army-mustered almost 25,000
officers and men, so he could detach a considerable force to
participate in. the expedition. General George Washington's army had
gone into winter quarters at Morristown, and in view of its small
size, there was scant possibility that many men could be rushed to
the defense of Charleston to oppose the British thrust. According

to reports from South Carolina, Maj. Gen. Benjamin Lincoln's command,
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- which was charged with the defense of'Charleston, was anything
but formidable. Ihé Carolinians had been disheartened by the
defeat at‘SaVannah and the disappearance of Comte Charles H. T.
- d‘EstQing with his fleet and soldiers. They felt alone, because
they had been left to oppose the Br1t15h with little aid from
the North. They could recall that in 1777 all the V1rg1n1a and .
North Carolina Continentals had been called 1nto Pennsylvania to '
reinforce Washingtoﬁ's army. The Tories had been so glated by
the success scored by British arms at Savannah that.they could be
expected to rally to the a1d of 1nvad1ng columns. Then, too, the
season was favorable. Whlle operations in the north were suspended
beecause of inclement weather, the winter and early spring were the
best seasons for campaigning in the coastal regiong.of the déep
south. Sir Henry Clinton could expect to accomplish much.
On December 26, 1779, Clinton turned over command in New York
to hié ranking subordinate, Lt. Gen. Wilhelm von Knyphausen.
Accompanied by his second in command, Lord Cornwallis, Sir Henry
went aboard ship. Cro&déd aboard the transports were eight British
1nfantry regiments, f1ve reglments of He551ans five corps of Tories,
~and a number of detachments of artillery and cavalry--8,500 effectives.
The 90 transports and v1ctuallers were convoyed by five ships- of the-

line’ and nine frigates commanded by Adm. Marriot Arbuthnot.
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The voyage was stormy. Off Cape Hatteras gales came near

wrecking the expedition. Most bf the cavalry and artillery horses

. were lost; the stores were damaged; and the fleet scattered. One

transport crowded with Hessians was driven across the Atlantic and
went aground on the coast of Cornwall. Thirty days had passed
before the ships began to rendezvous off Tybee Island at thevmouth
of the Savannah River. After repairs to the riéging, they sailed
for Charleston on February 10. Thé next day, the transports entered
North Edisto Inlet, and the troops were put ashore on Johns Island,
30 miles south of Charleston.t

History had taught Clinton one lesson--he would avoid the.
narrow barrier islands to the northeast of the entrance to Charleston
Harbor, where he had been checkmated by the Americans in June and
July of 1776. Thié time he would push forward across the large sea
islands to the south of Charleston, where, if he éncountered the
Americans, there would beispace for the British to maneuver.

As soon as the troops and their gear were ashore, Arbuthnot
proceeded to blockade the harbor with part of his fleet. Clinton
then put his army in motion. The advance was lethargic. The troops

seized Stono Ferry connecting Johns Island with James Island. After

occupying James Island the Br1t15h bridged Wappoo Creek, which

1. Ward, War of the Revolution, Vol. 2, pp. 695-697.
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seﬁarated it from the méihland. It w#s'MarchA7 before Sir Henry
haﬁ his troops acfoséJWappoo Creek, and his artillerists>and
.enginéérs eréétiﬁg battéries.on the right bank of the Ashley, north
of Chhrleston.z. | J
.Meanwhile; units of Arbuthnot's fleet took position off
Charleston Bar. It was vital for the Americans to prevent the
warships from crossing the bgr,»and'General Lincoln had intended to
do so. At the end éf January, Lincoln had been warned by.several
pilots ghat it might bé_impossible for his ships to anchor near
the passes %hréugh thé»bar with their broadsides to command them,
if the winds Werpfeastefly and there was a flood tide running. What
-made ‘this serious was thét these were the conditions needed by
Admiral Arbuthnot to get his ships across Charleston Bar. Lincoln
accordingly ordered Commodore Whipple to sound the entrances to
the tharbor and channel, and ascertain if thése reports were true.>
On making the soundings, Whipple's people confirmed Lincoln's fears.
It would be impossible for fhe American ships to defend the passes

withqut risking being cut off from Charleston by the British fleet

coming in under full sail.4

'2' ‘-Ibid-, po 6970

3. City of Charleston Year Book, 1897 (Charleston, 1892),
p. 36’50 . *

B

‘4. Ibid., pp. 365-366.
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Lincoln, however, was willing to chance the loss of the ships,
for he believed that ''the safety of this town lies in reducing the

enemies [sic] attempt on it to a land attack." He therefore directed

- Whipple to anchor his ships‘so‘that they would command Charleston

Baij.5

There was fou1 weather for several days, and Whipple was unable
to proceed down the harbor with his small fleet. When he finally/
feached the bar, He found that the water before the passes wasvtoo
shoal for hiS ships to take position‘to command them. This was a

new problem. Lincoln had the naval officers sound the channels once

more, and study the danger to which the ships would be subjected,

.if the British erected land batterieé on Morris Island. Lincoln

spent two days in a small boat testihg the depths.6

The reports submitted by his captains confirmed'whipple's fears.

_ They assured him that the nearest point where the vessels could be

~ anchored in. safety was Five-Fathom Hole, which was several miles

from Charleston Bar and.well beyond the range'of the supporting

batteries on Sullivan's and James Islands. Whipple now argued that

his people could best,prbtect CharleSton by lying off Fort Moultrie.

Here the channel which paséed between Sullivan's Island and the Lower

Middle Ground was narrow. He thought that, if his ships operated in .

5. Ibid., pp. 366-367.

6. Ibid., pp. 367-368.
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vvconjunctidn with Foft Moultrie, they could prevent Arbuthnot's

fleet from entering Rebellion Road, while his smaller vessels

were to be'given the mission of pfeventing Briti#h small boat

parties from sounding the bar and channel to Five-Fathom-HSle.

General Lincoln was_agreeable,-andlthe ships tbok position off

Fort Moultrie. This was a terrible miétake on the Americans' -
part, because it would permit fhe ﬁritish to make an unopposed

crossing of Charlesfon Bar. But, if their repofts were correct, .

ﬁhipp}e and his people had né other choice.’

While the Americans were érguing the question of whether or .
not to contest the passage 6f the‘bar,vArbuthnot's fleet lay in
Charlestqn.Roéds, preparing~f6 force its way into the harbor. The
la;ger ships-of-the-line that drew too much water to cross the bar
were sent back to New York and to Beaufort, South Carolina. To
hinder the British in taking bearings from known landmarks, the
Americans destroyed the Lighthouse on Morris Island and blackened the
steeple of St. Michaels.

- Arbuthnot was hesitant éb;ut entering the harbor until Sir
Henry's army had invested Charleston and had occupied Mount Pleasant.
American guns emplaced at Moﬁnt Pleasant could prevent the British

ships from navigating Cooper River,_east of Charleston. General

7. Ibid., pp. 368-369.

e
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Clinton, acéording to Arbuthﬁot, had agreed that the ships sh@uld
not gnter the harbor until Moﬁnt_Pleﬁsant was in fricndly hands .8

Generavaiinton was upset by Arbuthnot's views. His army was

~not large enough to occupy both Charleston Neck and the countryside

east of the Cboper down to Mount Pleasant. He believed Mount Pleasant

- could be occupied by a small amphibious force and then be supplied

' by boat, so there should be no need for him to commit a large number

of soldicrs to this undertaking. The occupation of Mount Pleasant

.hadlbeen broached initially, when it was believed that several French

frigates had taken refuge in the harbor. Now that it was known
that they had departed prior to the arrival of the British fleet,
any naval units Arbuthnot might encounter could be coped with. In
addition, His Majesty's ships would have no fear from American shore
batteries, because Clinton had learned from desertérs that they had
none at Mount Pleasant. |

Clinton on February 19 requested that Arbuthnot meet with him
at Fort Johnson to discuss the problems to be encountered by the
fleet in forcing its way into the.harbor.9 Arbuthnot agreed; the

conference was held on the 28th.10 At this meeting, Sir Henry

8. Arbuthnot to Clinton, February 19, 1780 (Clinton Papers).
9. Clinton to Arbuthnot, February 19, 1780 (Clinton Papers).

10. Arbuthnot to Clinton, February 27, 1780 (Clinton Papers).
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annoﬁﬂcedvthét the ships'must passfﬁdrf Moultrie and enter
Rebell1on Road, if Charleston were to be closely invested.
Arbuthnot admltted that the 1}eet could enter the harbor before
,Mounthleasant was occupied, butihe.ralsed a new question: His
ships, he stated, c9u1d not anchor -off Fort Johnson, as they
woulg be ehdanggred by American fire ships. Clinton could see
thatkérbuthno§~was looking for excuses, so he'égreeg to leave
the decision on when'fhe fleet would move tovthe Admiral. Arbuthnot
then.yiekéad, and announced that he would eﬁter the harbor whenever
Clinton was ready to attack Charleston.ll

'élinton, in accordance with a requeét from Arbuthnot, detailed
thmee'companieSwaf the 71st Foot to Morris Island, where fhey threw
up a gattery near the demolished Lighthouse. Their mission was to
provide cover for the smail boats sounding and buoying Ship Channel
from the bar to Five-Fathom Hole. Until this action was taken, the
people in the small boats had been troubled by American vessels .12

To cross Charleston Bar, Arbuthnot would have to lighten his
deeper-draft ships. This' task was fraught with difficulties. On

March 12 Arbuthnot complained that he had been "eighi days riding

11, Clinton, “"Journal," Folio 6 (Clinton Papers).
12, -Russell, "Journal," American Historical Review, Vol. 4,

p- 489; "Journal of William Jennison," Pennsylvania Mugazzne of
sttory and Btography, Vol. 15, p. 106.
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in the open 5ea, without gunms, provisions, &C., and in one word
a wreck, in order_to’bring'the.shibs to a pfoper depth of water

to go over the bar, which hitherto we have not been able to

| éccomplish."13 ' : |

Arbuthnot shifted his flag from Europe, a ship-of—the-line,

to Roebuck, a 44-gun frigate,vwhich with Renown ?nd‘Rbmu1us, was
lightened of hervguns; provisioﬁs, and water.14 The smaller vessels,
soﬁndings had deménétrated,_would'be able to cross the bar and enter
the harbor.without being lightened.

March 20 dawned with favorable conditions for the'British--a )
wind out of the northeast and a flood tide. Arbutﬁnot had the
signal to get under way.hoisted. At 7 a.m. the ships (three two-
deckers, four 32-gun frigates, and two 20-gun ships) crossed
Charleéton Bar at Ship Channel, and made their'way into Five-Fathom

Hole, where they dropped anchor.1® When Renown came over the bar,

- it caused consternation in Charleston, because her passage was

"contrary to the expectations of eVery body, as there was a general

and full persuasion, founded on the declaration of all the pilots

13. Arbuthnot to Clinton, March 12, 1780 (Clinton Papers).

14. Banastre Tarleton, A History'of the Campaigns of 1780 and
1781 . . ., (Dublin, 1787), p. 50. :

15. Russell, "The Siege of Charleston," American Historical

Review, Vol. 4, p. 491; Clinton to Arbuthnot, March 20, 1780 Clinton
Papers). . o . -

120



and ofhbrs th were ﬁ;quhinted with the'channel,.fhét thg water
was so ;hailow thaf suéhla large shipiéodid not poésibly get
over,"16 At the same time,&GeﬁeraI Clinton was understéndably '
elated. "Joy to you, Sir," he wrote Arbuthnbt, ''to myself, and
fovus all upon your passage of the infernai‘bar."17 a o
‘The Americans were understandably dismayed at the appearance
of the British ships in Five-Fathom Hole. William G. Simms
| complained that he was sorry '"our ppposition_was not made at the
entfange of the bay, wherg.the large ships entered divested of
[their] guns." He Bitterly'added "I believe it is not the
lot of:'many naval offlcers to alter any plan they heard formed
[or] to adopt it to occa51ona1 circumstances."18
General Washington,,on learning that the bar had not been
defen@ed, complained that this decision'" amounts to the loss of
the town and the gérrison . .'. It really éppears to me that the
propriety of attempting fo4defend the town dépended on the frobability '
of defending the bar,"1%

General Lincoln boarded Whipple's flagship on the morning of

the 20th, soon after Arbuthnot's ships had anchored in Five-Fathom

16. Samuel Baldwin, "Diary of Events in Charles Town, S.C., from
March 20 to April 20, 1780," Proceedings of the New Jersey Historical
Soczety (1846-1847), Vbl 2, No. 1, p. 78.

17. Clinton to Arbuthnot, March 20, 1780 (Clinton Papers).

18. A Southern [W%Zlidm G. Simms] South Carolinian in the

Revolutionary War . . . (Charleston, 1851), p. 89. ¢
19. wWashington to Laurens, April 16, 1780, Writings of

Wuahtngton, John C. Fitzpatrick (ed.) (Washington, 1931-34), Vol. 18, s

- p. 299.
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Hole.?® The number and size of the British ships anchored in

Five-Fathom Hole shocked the Americans. Whipple explained to’

Lincoln that the navy was unable to sink obstructions in the

i .
fast-flowing current between Sullivan's Island and the Lower

Middle Ground. le also cautioned the General that the British
might surprise the American fleet under the guns of Fort Moultrie.

The cannoneers manning the guns in the fort would then be unable

to fire, and the British could destroy at will the American vesscls.

. It was therefore determined to withdraw the ships into the mouth

of Cooper River, in the main channel between Charleston and Shute's

Folly. There their guns were removed, and five of the warships

(Bricole, Truite, Queen of France, General Moultrie, and Notre

-Dame) with several merchantmen had chavaux-de-frise fitted to

their decks and were scuttled there and in the channel on the

far side of Shute's Folly. A boom composed of cables, chains, anq
spars secured to the ships' masts was thrown across the river to |
obstruct passage up the Cooper. This boom was covered by a number
of guns emplaced behind palmetto parapets. General Lincoln and
his engineers were satisfied that these obstructions would keep
open the Cooper, thus preserving it a means of access to the upper

country and keeping open an avenue for reinforcements and retreat.

20. Baldwin, "Diary of Events in Charleston," Proceedings of
the New Jersey Historical Society, Vol. 2, p. 78.
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The gun§ from these vessels were emplaced in the town's defonses,
while the sailors were assigned to the garrison. The remaining

ve_sselé; five warships (Providence, Boston, Ranger, L'Avanture,

and Polgcré) and a like number.of,now-galle&s, were stationed
in-the Cooper behind the bodm.21 ' ' ;

In retrospect a defence should have been attempted by Whipple's
fleét.near Sullivan's Island. General Moultriec believed that the

Britisﬁhwguld have suffered some loss, provided the ships had

remained near the fort. Charleston Harbor was thus given up without
2

>

a fighig'becauSe\American naval power had begn found wanting.2
On‘the'eveninggdf March 20, after the withdrawal of Whipple's
fleet, the guns of Fort Moultrie fired several rouﬁds at the nearest
ships.;ﬁchored in Five-~Fathom Hole. The gun captains saw that the
projectiles, even when the pieces were.loaded with their maximum
charges'of powder, feil_short, so they called for a cease fire to

conserve ammunition,23

21. Charleston Year Book, 1897, pp. 370-371; Ward, War of the
Revolution, vVol. 2, pp. 699-700. L'Avanture and Polacre flew the
flag of France, while the others were American warships. Bricole
was pierced for 60 guns and mounted 44 24- and 18-pounders. The
other American ships mounted from 32 to 16 guns, while the larger
of the French ships, L'Avanture, was armed with 26 guns, 9- and 6~
pounders. Arbuthnot to Admiralty, June 15, 1780, found in Tarleton's
History; pp. 52-53. '

22. Moultrie, Memoirs, Vol. 2, p. 60.

'23: Charleston Year Book, 1897, pp. 347-348.
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On March 27 General Lincoln called a council of war to

discuss how best to deploy his' available manpower. He asked the

council if it would not be Wise to pull the troops out of Fort

Moultrie and bring them over to Charleston. The council vetoed

‘ this.suggestion,,as;the majority believed that the fort could

prevent the British fleet from forcing its way into Rebel}idn
Road, 24 |

Two days later, on March 29,.Clinton's infantry crossed the
Ashley in force and broke ground within 1,800 yérdS of the American
fortifications on Charleston Neck. Work on the 1lst Parallel was
pushed by the British engineers during the early days of April.
While the fatigue parties toiled away with pick and shovelQ
Clinton anxiously waited for Arbuthnot's ships to pass Fdrt Moultrie
andkenter Rebellion Road. He anticipatgd no difficulty in this
respect, as he believed all the difficﬁlties had been settled at -
his February 28 meeting with Arbuthnot. ‘The Admiral had turned his
saildrs to sounding the channel between the fort and the Lower Middle
Ground to see if it had been 6bstrucfed. To allay Clinton's fears,'
he wrote George K. Elphinstone that the ships would provide the army

with all the help possible.25 When Clinton was shown this letter,

24; Charleston Year Book, 1897, pp. 347-348.

25. Arbuthnot to Elphinstone, April 2, 1780 (Keith Papers,
vol. I, p. 157).

124



he'thpught,Arbuthnot muét be waiting for a specific request for
the fleet to.entef_the roadsteadl26

The admiral answered that he was still investigating the
channel and when he was certain fhat there were no h1dden
obstructions, the ships would pass Fort Moultrle He added
hdwéver, that he did not believe his vessels would be of any
assistance fo the army, once they had entered Rebellion Road,

except for transporting soldiers across from James Island to

Mount PLeasant.27

Sir Henry shrugged off Arbuthnot's objections, buf the naVyﬂs

delay made him impatient. On April 6, he complained, "if the
service is done, 1 care ﬁot how . . . I wish he'[Arbutﬁnot] was
here as our first ﬁarallei is now finished,"28
'Learning on the 7tﬁ that the Americans had been reinforced by
750 men under Brig. Gen. William Woodford, who had arrived via the
Cod?er’River, Clinton blamed Arbuthnot. ''Had the admiral passed
[Fort Moultrie] the fixst'fair wind after he passed the bar,

¢

he might have been in possession of that communication long since.

26. Clinton's "Jourhal,“ Folios 6~6v (Clinton Papers).
27. Arbuthnot to Clinton, April 5, 1780 (Clinton Papers).
28, C;inton's "Journal," Folios 8-9v (Clinton Papers).

29. Ibid., Folio 9v (Clinton Papers).
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Clinton did not have much longer to wait; On the afternoon
of April 8, the ships began slowly moving up the channel with the
tide; preceded by sailors in small boats soundihg-with lead lines.

The day was hazy with a fresh breeze. Soon the ships loosened

their sails and set a course for the channel separating Sullivan's

Island and the Lower Middle Ground. Arbuthnot in Roebuck led the

fleet--the supply ship égolus brought up the rear. ‘As the ships

*  approached Fort Moultrie, the American gunsvroared. Roebuck replied

with her starboard broadside at a.fange of 800 yards and passed
safely. Seﬁen other ships ran by the fort singly and steered a

course toward Fort Johnson. Arriving off the fort, they dropped

anchor, while damage control parties were turned out. Several of

.the vessels, it was found, had suffered damage to their masts and

rigging. Richmond had lost her foretop mast, but otherwise damage
was not serious. Seven sailors were_killed and 14 wounded abOard
the fleet in the 75-minute éngégement; ‘The‘sﬁpply ship Aeolus, her
rudder damaged by a projectile'from the fbrt; was seen to sheer off
and fail into toﬁard the land west of Fort Moultrie.

Colonel Charles C. Pinckney saw the vessel come ashore, and he

turned out a detail wifh two field guns. These were emplaced on

the beach. A well-aimed fire was opened byvthe Americans on the

stricken ship, which had grounded on a bank called "The Green,"

vneér the Half-Moon Battery. Captain'knowles, realizing it would be
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‘a ﬁseléésfwaste of'lifé,'ordéféd égglgg fired and abandoned. Tﬁé
flames from the burning sh1p could be seen in Charleston, and ‘the
Patriots cheered as they heard a number of explos1ons that seemed

to them likevher guns going off as ‘the flames reached them. Over

46 reports’were cbunted,'which convinced the Americans in Charleston
that FBft Moultrie had deﬁtroyed a 44-gun ffigate,' On the 10th they
learned the truth. 'The dull booms they had counted were the reporfs
- of Plnckney s cannon firing on the supply ship.

In the fight on- the 8th, Fort Moultrie suffered little damage,

~ while Colonel Plnckney listed no casualyles in the garrison. Four'
days Jater, on the 12th, tﬁree-small vessels made a.run up the |
éhannel from Five-Fathom Hole. Once again the guns of Fort Mdulfrie

went into action. Although the gunners maintained a brisk fire,

they were unable to obtain any hits as these vessels, being of shallow

‘draft, held a course which took them close to the Lower Middle Ground

and at extreme range from the fort.
Soon after the fleet had passed the fort, General Lincoln
determined to reduce hié force posted on Sullivan's Island. Colonel

Pinckney with most of his cqmmand, the 1st South Carolina Infantry,
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was ordered to Charleston, and Lt. Col. William Scott was left in
charge on the island.3°

With the fleet anchored off Fort Johnson, the investment of

- Charleston was nearly completed. The only route into Charleston now

open was’acrbss the Cooper above Shute's Folly to the mainland east
pf the river and then north to the position at Monck's‘Corner held
by Brig. Gen. Isaac Huger's*command_.31

General Clinton was delighted with the navy's success and

thought Arbuthnot's passage was accomplished "in the handsomest way

possible.32 He undoubtedly contrasted Arbuthmnot's success with

30. Ibid., Folio 1l (Clinton Papers); Arbuthnot's Report in
Tarleton's Higtory, p. 57; Franklin B. Hough, The Siege of Charleston
by the British Fleet and Army . . . (Albany, 1867); Lincoln to v
President of Congress, April 9, 1780, Papers of Continental Congress,
CLVIII, pt. 2, pp. 369-370; Baldwin, "Diary," Proceedings of New Jersey
Historical Society, Vol. 2, pp. 82-83; Moultrie, Memoirs, Vol. 2, pp:
63-64; Gibbes, Documentary History, Vol. 2, p. 130; Russell, "Journal,"
American Historical Review, Vol. 4, p. 496; Simms, South Carolina in
the Revolutionary War, pp. 114-115; Bernard Uhlendorf, ed., Siege of
Charleston . . . (Ann Arbor, 1938), pp. 51-53, 241-243, 383-385. About
the time the ships anchored off Fort Johnson, the wind shifted to the
southwest and it began to rain. In addition to the 44-gun frigate
Roebuck, the ships which passed Fort Moultrie on the 8th included;
Richmond 32 guns, Romulus 44 guns, Blond 32 guns, Virginia 28 guns,
Raleigh 32 gquns, Sandwich 10 quns, and the ship-of-the-line Renown 50
guns. The ships passed the fort as named. Archibald Robertson, His
Diaries and Sketches in American, 1762-1780 (New York, 1930), p. 221.

31. Ward, War of the Revolution, Vol. 2, p. 700.

32. Clinton, "Notes on the Southern Campaign," p. 2, filed in
Vol. 1 of undated manuscripts written by Clinton {(Clinton Papers).
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Sir Peter Parker's failure of June 28, 1776. Even the Americans
were impressed with fhe sh1p ; moveménts. "They made a mbst'nqble
'appeagance;" one'wrote, "and I could not help admiring thé»regularj‘
ity and intrepidity with which t@gy approached, engaged and passed
ﬁort Moﬁltrie;'it will refiect'greag honor upon the admiral and
all.his;captains, But 'tis pity they are not friends.’"3v'3 |

On.April 10, 1780, with the completion of the 1st Paréllelfand
a number of breacﬁing batteries,'Clinton and Arbﬁthnot called on-Fhe
Americans @oz§urren&er. - Lincoln refused, and the siege began. Three
days later, on the 13th, ihe'British batterieé on the Neck and James
Island ,opened figg;onucharleston. Bombs, red-hot-round shot, and
carcasses rained on the town for two hours. Fires broke'out, and
were oniy‘brought under control by the volunteer fire-fighting brigades
.of citizens after several:houfs.' Many of the non-combatants took to
their cellars, so there were very few casualties. The bombardment
was . resumed ‘and lasted until midnight, inflicting considerable damage
on the buildings. -

Lincoln now called together his general officers, and explained
to themvthat he régarded.thg situation as desperate and that he planned:
to evacuate Charleston, moving his troops_acfoss ihe Cooper under the

cover ‘of darkness, and then making a forced march to Monck's Corner.

33. Timothy, "Journal of Observations," April 8, 1780.
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- Brig. Gen. Lachlan McIntosh agreed andAurged that not an hour

be lost in getting the Continentals across the river. Lincoln,

however, moved slowly. He dismissed his officers with a request

that they give the subjéct mature consideration and report their
.conclusions, when he égain assembled them. Before he had the
oppdrtunity to do so, the chance to escape was lost.

| t. Col. Banaétre‘Tarieton at the head of his‘Légion, reihforced
by Maj. Patrick Ferguson'S'Americgn Qolunteers; at daybreak on
April 14 struck Huger's Caﬁp at Monck's Corner. Huger's védettes

on the main road were driven in by the British, who pursued them

into their main camp. A slashing charge upcn the American cavalry

by Tarleton s dragoons dec1ded the 1ssue, as the Patriots were routed.

The British infantry attacked with the bayonet a meeting house where
Huger's militia was quartered and scattered all that were not cut
down.

‘The Americans suffered Heavy losses. Five officers and 15
enlisted men were killed or wounded; seven'officers and 60 men were

captured. The rest, including Gen. Isaac Huger and Col. William

Washington, fled into the swamps and escaped. In addition to 42

”

loaded wagons, 102 draft horses, and 83 dragoonvhorses were taken.

The British lost only two men.
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Lt..Coli Jémes{ﬂebStei, giih thé 33d and 64th Regiments of
" Foot, joinelearletoh on the Aprii 15. Their columns, with
additional réiﬁfofcements, soon gained possession of the cﬁuntry-
, siéé east of tﬁ@ Coopér éndvqown to within six miles of Chérleston,
sevé}ing'fhat town's communiéations with the north and leaving
General Lincoln wlthout an avenue of retreat

" By Apr11 19 Clinton's approaches were within 250 yards of
the Americafis' works on the Neck. Satisfied by now of the hopelessness
§f the sftu%&&SE,'Lincbln summoned a council of war. The possiﬁility
_of evacuation and F@ireat.or'surrender on favorable terms was discussed.
Lt. Cov.;Chrigiébﬁe}iéadsdéh'attended the council and strongly opposed
the Syacuation of Charleston. This dispute between the civil authori-
ties and‘the milifary, who were convinced of the necessity of giving
up the fight, @éuSed an adjoﬁrhmentfbfvthe council to the next day.
When it reconvened, Gadsden brought with him the rest of the members
of fhg Governor's Council, who stood with him in opposition to the
intentions of the military to yield. One of the councillors even
went so far ‘as to threaten that, if the Continentals showed-any sign
of withdrawing, the Cbarleétonians would fire their boats, open the
gates to the British, aﬁd assist them in attacking éhe American troops
before they could get away

Gadsden and his peoplé had carried the day ‘in the counc11 of war,

3

‘but on Aprll 21 Lincoln took matters into his own hands He proposed

f
v

L] |
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a capitulation on terms allowing the withdrawal of his army with
the honors of war, with their arms and baggage, and an unmolested

march up the left bank of the Cooper River to whatever destination

they chose, also the unhindered withdrawal of Whipple's flect.

Clinton, as to be expected, curtly rejected this proposal.- The
siege continued. 34

"~ Admiral Avbuthnot, to assist the force under Tarlcton and
Wehster operating cast of the Cooper, organized aﬁ amphibious

brigade of 500 sailors and marines to be commanded by Capt. Charles

" Hudson of Richmond. This brigade was landed at daybreak on April 29

and occupied Mount Pleasant. lere they learned that the Americans
were evacuating their redoubt at Lemprieres, and Captaianudson.
sont a column to cut off the Rebels' retreat. As thc sailors and
marines closed in, they found the Americans escaping in small boats
to Charleston. The appearance of the naval brigade, however,
prevented the Americans from carrying off their cannon and stores,

or from leveling their works. Picket boats put out by the flect

intercepted several of the small craft, as they fled toward Charleston,

and captured several officers and 80 enlisted men.>>

34. Ward, War of the Revolution, Vol. 2, pp. 700-702.

35. Arbuthnot to Admiralty, June 15, 1780, found in Tarleton's
Filstory, pp. 50-52.
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Upon being re11eved at Lemprieres.on May 2 by Major Ferguson s
| Tories, Captain Hudson and his brigade returned to Mount Pleasant.
They were accompanied by Ferguson and a detachment of his people,

as the army operating east of the Coopé: wishedvto draw provisions
from the navy Wh11e the supplles were being put ashore, Ferguson
1nvest1gated the bridge of boats connecting Su111van S Island

with the‘malnland. On doing so, he found that the redoubt at- the
mainland.'énd of the bridge had been evacuated by the Americans. He
posted 30 of.his men iﬁ the.redoubt, and awaited additional instruc-
tions from Lord Cornwallis, his immediate superior.>

. Meanwhile, Captain'Hﬁdson had learned from Ameriéan deserters
fleelng Su111van 'S Island that the garrison of Fort Moultrie had
been greatly reduced. Hudsor relayed this news to Arbuthnot, who
determined to attack Sullivan's Island. So as not to interfere with
the operations being carried on by the army on Charleston Neck and
east of khe Cooper, Arbuthnot would not call on Clinton for assistance.
The landing on the island would be carried out by Hudson's brigade.
From the deserters it was iearned that Colonel Scott's attention

was dirécted toward the sbuthAénd,east faces of Fort Moultrie, which
were more open to attack. The Americans, it‘was said, were paying
scant af&ention to the Qgst-face and northwest bastibn. Arbuthnot

therefogé believed that if Hudson's brigade assailed these sections

K]

36: Andrew Hamond to Elphinstone, May 2, 1780 (Kkeith Papers).
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of the fort, supported‘by the fire.of the fleet, that there was

a good chance of success. At the same time, a landing party wquld
be put ashore néar The Breach anh occupy the Advance Guard. This
movement, Arbuthnot bglieved,‘sufported by the ships he already
had in Spénce's Inlet and_Séwee'Bay, would fermihate any communica-
tions the Americans might have through fie'inlandbwaterway between
Charleston and GedfgetéWn.37 -

. Two hundred sailofs and marines under Caﬁts. Hudson, Gambier,
and Knowles were embarked’in small boats on fhe night of May 3, and
at daybreak the Brifish,made an unopposed lhnding.at The Breach.
Pushing forward they occupied the Advance Guard, whicﬁ had been
abandonéd.by the Américans. On May 5 é small party of Americans
sallied from Fort Moultrié. They failed to disiodge Hudson's people
and fell back with the loss of 20 prisoners.38

Hudson's people followed the Américan$ as they pulled back. To
expedite his advance, anotﬁer small boat expedition was fitted out
at Mount Pleasant. The remainder of the naval brigade, 250 strong,

under Capt. Orde embarked, while the fleet awaited for the flood

tide to move in and begin the bombardment.

37. Ibid.; Arbuthnot to Clinton, May 3, 1780 (Clinton Papers).
38. Arbuthnot to Clinton, May 6, 1780, and Knowles to Clinton,

May 10, 1780 (Clinton Papers); Arbuthnot to Admiralty June 15, 1780,
found 'in Tarleton's History, p. 55. _ .
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CaptainJHudson, having "invested the étroﬁghold, called on the
fort to;éurrénder,3and Colonel Scott answered, 'Tol, lol, derol,

Fort Mouitrié will bé defended to the last Extremity."

~ The next day, May 6,‘a5'the fleet was‘preparing to get under E

way, Captain Hudson sent Scott word that he had given him timg
~enough to consider his sufrender demand and make his counter %
,propOSai§. If he did not send an answer in 15 minutes, the British
would st&rm the works, and ''put every man to the sword." Whereupon;
Scott~seﬁt ﬁ mesSage, begging a cessation of hostilities, and
announcing that the fortquﬁld surrender on these terms:

The officers, Tontinental and Militia, to march out with
‘the. Honots of War, -and be allowed to wear thelr side arms; .
the commissisii®d officers to be allowed Paroles, and
militia officers ahd soldiers to be allowed Paroles, to
remain at their respective hoies till exchanged.

Theée terms were granted by5Captaithudson,.and on May 7 the
garrison, 160 strong, marched out and laid down its arms. The
British marbhéd in, and Captain Hudéon "leveled the 13“Stfipes with
'theQDust, and the triumphént'E;glish flag was raised on the s.taff."39

(See Appendix C for ;abulatioh of~meﬁ and material surrendered by

Colonel Scott to Capfain Hﬁdson.)’

'39. "A Journal of the Operations before Charleston, to the Day
of its.Surrender to the British Forces," pp. 127-128; Tarleton, History,
pp. 55-56; ‘Knowles to Clinton, May ‘10, 1780 (Clinton Papers); Robertson,
Diaries, p. 227. Robertson made a drawing of Fort Moultrie as it
appeared on June 3, 1780, but this sketch has disappeared.

-
»
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‘The British werevunderstandably'jubilant. "Fort Moultrie

the Great has fallen!" .a diarist wrote. When he landed and

1nspected the fort, Admiral Arbuthnot called it "the strongest

fortress of its size I ever beheld 40 e fort, wh1ch had served

" no useful purpose after Arbuthnot's fleet had passed it, was now

in Britishﬂhénds.

Major Ferguson on May 7 had received permission from General

Clinton to attack Fort Moultrie. While effecting last minute

preparatlons

the navy.

"this Fort "that has done us so much mischief, and which the Rebels
KA . .

boasted we ‘could never take.'"

he descrlbed it as

word was received that the fort had surrendered to

One of the soldlers was led by his cur1os1ty to see

Crossing over to Sullivan's Island

the strongest Fort ever built by Hands. No labour

has been spared to complete it. You can have no Idea

of its strength without being Inside it; therefore it
would be needless for me to describe it. They [the
Rebels] have moved some of their .Cannon to Town since

we have invested their linmes. Still there remains
thirty-one Cannon mounted, a Number of shells, a 10-inch
Brass Mortar, sixty Casks of Powder, three thousand Cannon
cartridges, forty thousand Musket Cartridges, and a large

Quantity of Provisions.

It would be impossible to storm

it; and none but cowardly Rascals would ever give up so

strong a post.

Side"

40. 'Arbuthnot to Gerﬁain, May 15, 1780 (Germain Papers).

41. “Journal of the Investment of Charleston on the Land

{Clinton Papers).
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Meanwhile, Clinton's peaple on Charleston Neck had‘been

inching thelr approaches ever nearer the Amer1cans' 11nes, and

a sap had dralned the ditch across the Neck A11 was in readiness

for an assault, provided L1ncoln reJected Slr Henry' s final call

for the surrender of Charleston.

Escape for the Amerlcans was now 1mp0551b1e They were hemmed
in by 14,000 Britlsh. But L1nc01n procrastlnated he asked for a
truce while terms were dlscussed. Th15swas>granted, ‘and a_lengthy
correspondence between the two_generals took place on May 8 and 9.
There were two points on which no agreement could be’reached.-‘These
were: (a) Lincoln's demand that the militia in the town not be held
as prisoners of war, and (b) that upon surrender the garrison should
march out with the honors of war, colors unfurled and drums beatlng ?

a British march. C11nton and Arbtthnot refused to budge

At 8 p.m. on May 9 host111t1es were. resumed ' The~Americans;

flred the first gun, and then all- the guns along the ‘investment 11ne

commenced a fierce bombardment. Nearly 200 guns and mortars were ‘in

- action. To General Moultrle it appeared as 1f the stars were falling

£

to the earth. "42

It was a nlght of terror, and it broke the ‘townspeople's will to

resist. They now petltloned for a surrender ‘ Llncoln now accepted

a2. - Moultrie, Memoirs, Vol. 2, PP- 108-111.
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the British terms. The Continentals were to be prisoners of
war. The militia were to be allowed to go to their homes, being
'regarded with the armed c1t1zens as prisoners on parole. At

- 11 o clock on May 12, all the Contlnen:als marched out, with

| colors cased and drums beatlng a Turkish march and p11ed the1r

arms near the c1tade1 They were followed by the m%litia. :Charleston'
. ! ' *

@

had fallen, and the Brltish had taken 5, 466-Continentals, militia,
and armed c1t1zens, 391 guns, 5, 916 muskets, 15 stands of colors,
33,000 rounds of small-arms ammunition, over 8,000 round shot 376 |

barrels of powder, the remaining American ships, and a great quantity

of military stdres, at a cdsfvof'76 killed and'189 wounded. American

battle casualties were also slight. The surrender of Charleston

was one of the great disasters, if not the greatest disaster, suffered

by American arms during the war, 43

43. Ward, War of the Revolution, Vol. 2, pp. 702-703.
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* 'APPENDIX A

List of “His Majeéty's Ships, Transports, Victuallers, & c.,

which sailed under convoy of Commodore Sir Peter Parker, including

also those which sailed afterwards from Cork, and on May 15, 1776,

anchored in the Cape Fear River."

SHIP'S NAME

Ships-of—War

Sphinx
SoleEax
Acteon
Bristol

Carcass, Bomb Tender

Lt. Tompkins' Transports

Harcourt
LLCo AL RS
Juliana
Ocean

Mercurx

Peace

Army Victuallers

“Sovereign

Thomas § William

Sea Nymph
Prince of Piedmont

Nancz
Armed Shig
Friendship

Navy Storeship

Sibella

CAPTAIN

Anthony Hunt
Thomas Symonds
Christian Atkins
John Morris

Thomas Price
Wm. Johnson
John Mallam
John Chalimers
Elisha Preston

Phillip Flin
James Smith
John Levitt
F. Harman
Paul White

 Robert Lumley

G. Robinson




SHIP'S NAME -

Lt. Knowles' Transports

7

Hospital

Myrtle

Nancz'§13t)
anuel

cmanve’ .

Earl of Oxford

Union
pddlAcild
Jenn

Jenny
Nancy (2
"“XE“)'eore

King
"Racﬁaelr& Mary
Ann § lsabella

Golden Rule
Good Interest
Aurora = '
Clibborn

Ship

Ordnance

Pigot

VesselS

_Earl of Derby
Noble Bounty

. MASTER'S 'NAME

Lt. Knowles
Chas. Yarrel
Daniel Spencer
John Atkinson
Thomas Brown
James Johnson
William Wallis
William Pigg
Samuel Labe
Peter Kelly

F. Rowbottom
G. Read

. Isaac ‘Thompson

John Wiely
John Wetherall
W. Thomas

John Habberson
John Duckman




" 'APPENDIX B

~ Return of ‘Troops in Fort, June 28, ‘1776
.Zd Regimeﬁt |
‘Commissioned officers 30, staff officers 6,
'non-éommissioned offiéer$ 38, rank and file fit
for duty 306; sick present 33; absent without
leave 5: ;'To£a1 344
‘Total effeciives 374
Wounded#-subalterns 1; sergeants 1; fifers 1;
privates 20; Total 23
Killed --sergeants 1; corporals 1; privates 8;
Total 10

Gibbes, Documentary history, Vol. 2, p. §

4th Regiment Artillery

Commissioned dfficgrs 2; |
Rank and file--fit for duty 17; sick p?egentvs;
‘Total 20 |
Wounded—-privates 2; 'Total 2
Killed--privatés 1; Total 1
:The quantity of'ammunition in theffért was 26 rounds for
~ each cannon, and 20 rounds of smali-arms ammuﬁition per man;

Ibid., p. 5.
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List of Killed dnd Wounded

o 1n Engag emeént with' the Floet June 28, 1776

NAME -

Samuel Yarbhry
Josiah Stone and Samuel Gale

" John Taylor and Andrew Nelson

. Sergeant Young and John Keel

* John Long

Sergeant McDaniel

John Fleming and James Hunter

George Mason and John Sawyer

Robert Black and William Jones

Henry Peters and Nathaniel Beck

Lt. Henry Gray, wounded by spllnter in
thigh _

Lt. T. Hall, wounded by spllnter in -
temple .

Robert Wade

John Boxall and John H;ckle

Luke Flood.and Richard Rogers

Isaac Edwards

John Proby, Owen Hinds, and
John Griffin '

John Ryan

Jim Downing, Thos. Smith, and Benj.
Reeves

John Campbell, fife-major

2d Regiment

Regiment of Artillery

Rowley Purdy, matross

David Weatherspoon and Josiah Niblet

A mulatto waiting boy, belonging to
Lt. Dunbar

142

KILLED "WOUNDED COMPANY

1 .
2
2
2
1
1
2
2
2
2
1
1
1
2
2
1
3
1
3
1
10 23
1 R
2
1
12 25

Grenadler's
P. Horry's
Eveleigh's
McDonald's

Harleston's '

Huger's

‘Huger's

Huger's
Huger's
Huger's

Motte's

Mason's
Motte's
Ashby's
Ashby's
Ashby's

Ashby's
Blake's

Blake's

.Blake's

@

\
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* APPENDIX C

\

List of Men_and'Material surrendered at Fort Moultrie on

" May 7, 1780, by Colonel Scott to Captain Hudson.

-
Continentals
'y
: 1 lieutenant colonel
3 captains
4 lieutenants
110 non-commissioned officers and enlisted men
Militia
2 captains
7 lieutenants :
91 non-commissioned officers and enlisted men
Ordnance
9 24-pounders
7 18-pounders
10 12-pounders
9 9-pounders
2- 6-pounders
4 4-pounders
1 10-inch brass mortar
a1
Ammunition
Round Shot
24-pounders 539
18-pounders 613
12-pounders 960
9-pounders 1,334
6-pounders 264
4-pounders 369
v 3,809

J;“ :
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 Bar Shot

24-pounders . 50
18-pounders 47
12-pounders: 49
9-pounders 9
148 v

K o Grape Shot
24-pounders 82
18-pounders. 50
12-pounders 42
9-pounders 9
' 224

" CEnister(
12-pounders I3
9-pounders 56
6-pounders 30
4-pounders 34
' 133

Explosive Shells

10-inch 120

6-pounders 32

Ordnance Stores

Lintstocks

Barrels of powder

Woxrms, laddles, §
_sponges

Lanthorns

Handspikes ' :

Flannel cartridges for: field
pieces

Muskets cartridges

2

144

54

46.

193
.10
256

98

6,032




.(i“

Beds ‘spare _‘ - ._ T3S

Quoins spare - ' - 39
Stand of amms . o . 520
Cartridges filled : 2,706
‘Blank cartridges ' . 1,994
Port fires = ‘ - 250
Spare fuses - - 300
Hand grenades 1 : ‘120
Bits and prickers .80
Reams of paper : S 2
Spare tubes o : - 100
Spare gun carriages ~ 9
Barrels of turpentine 40
Wagons . -3
Sling cart for great guns 1
" Gin : : 1
Fall and slings 1
Water engine 1.
Coil of 3-inch rope 3

Arbuthnot to Admiralty, June 15, 1780, found in Tarleton's

History, pp. 52-53.
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