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From April 17 through April 25, 2010, Fort Scott National Historic Site, along with other units of the National Park System throughout the country, will be celebrating National Park Week.   During that time, entrance fees at all NPS units will be waived, encouraging more visitors to visit and enjoy their National Parks.   Visitors at Fort Scott NHS will still be able to purchase Interagency Passes, but will not need to pay the normal $3.00 admission fee.  Additionally, items for sale in the site’s bookstore, operated by Western National Parks Association, will be discounted 15% throughout the week.  This discount applies to all books, DVDs, CDs, posters, maps and souvenir items sold in the store.
National Park Week coincides with the 4oth anniversary of Earth Day-April 22, 2010, and Junior Ranger Day-April 24, 2010.   On the 24th, Fort Scott NHS will formally launch its new Junior Ranger Program.   Participants in the program fill out activity booklets as they go through the site.   Activity booklets are designed with several different activities, so that participants can choose which ones to do as they go through.   There are actually two activity booklets available, one for older kids and one for younger kids.  Participants will also carry a haversack or bag with them as they go through the site, which contains several different items that they will use to interact with the exhibits.   
Also on April 24, there will be activities relating to a program that is being presented statewide by the five NPS units of Kansas-Brown vs. Board of Education NHS, Nicodemus NHS, Fort Larned NHS, Fort Scott NHS, and Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve.  These five sites, in conjunction with local schools and quilting groups, are building common ground by helping elementary students design and assemble quilts that will tell untold stories of the five NPS units in Kansas.  The completed quilts will be shown at each of the five sites this summer.   
To highlight this program,   the staff of Fort Scott NHS will present two activities for children on April 24 relating to quilting.   Our Patchwork Past: A Story of Quilts in Kansas History will be presented at 11 a.m. that morning.  This program, which includes a video and activities for children, will examine the important role that quilting played in Kansas History.  At 2 p.m. staff will present a program titled Quilts in Recycling.  This program will examine how people during the depression era made quilts with recycled material in order to save the costs of material.   This program will also explore modern recycling efforts and how recycling can make a difference in today’s environment.   Both of these activities are part of a traveling trunk put together by the Kansas State Historical Society.
Fort Scott National Historic Site, a unit of the National Park System, is open daily from 8 a.m.-5 p.m.  For more information call 620-223-0310.
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National Park Week Activities at Fort Scott NHS.  New Junior Ranger Program to be Formally Launched on April 24.















