Conflict on the Border

“Your Day In Court-Bleeding Kansas Style”
Pre Visit Instructions

This program will interpret the Bleeding Kansas era by way of a mock trial.  There are speaking roles for students to play in this trial, which you should assign in advance. When you do assign roles, in addition to the speaking roles, there will also be twelve jurors. For the benefit of the program, you should not let the jurors see any of the scripts. Attached is some background information about the trial you will be reenacting, a description of the activity, the biographies of the people involved in the trial, and the script of the trial. Also attached are vocabulary words that the students should read over prior to the activity. 

Background Information

When the U.S. Constitution was written in 1787, slavery was granted legality, although you will not find the word slave or slavery in the U.S. Constitution.  Various amendments or compromises tied into slavery were made to the Constitution in the intervening years: including the Kansas-Nebraska Act in 1854.  With the passage of this act, new settlers into Kansas Territory were to decide by popular vote whether or not slavery would be allowed.  Various communities sprang up throughout Kansas Territory.  The former military post of Fort Scott was auctioned off to new settlers—and the town of Fort Scott was born.  Most of the early townspeople were pro-slavery although Bourbon County and Linn County—bordering to the North—were mostly against slavery.  When talking about the next few years, known as “Bleeding Kansas”, Fort Scott must be mentioned as a place of violence during these years.

Program Description

This program will represent a mock court of the 3rd Judicial District, headed by Judge Joseph Williams.  In attendance in this pro-slavery court will be Deputy Marshall John Little and Sam A. Williams, clerk.  A case will be re-enacted before this court involving a free-state farmer driven from his land by pro-slavery advocate George W. Clarke.  Clarke was bringing in a band of Missourians to displace free-state farmers in northern Bourbon County.  Free-State farmers driven from their claims sought to return to their farms.  Supporting pro-slavery farmers who displaced the free-staters, Bourbon County officials issued writs of trespass against free-staters.

The case of William Stone and “Preacher” Southwood is an example of this troublesome period.  Mr. Stone, in a sworn statement, declared he was “compelled to leave his home in September 1856, due to the Clarke raid,” and after crossing into Missouri, he was “compelled” by border ruffians to sign a bill of sale for his property.  The land was signed to a Mr. Jobe.  In June 1857, Stone, returning to his claim, found it occupied by a pro-slavery preacher named Southwood.  Southwood stated he purchased the land from Jobe, a distant relative.  Mr. Stone and about sixty friends put up another house for him on the same land to enable him to contest the right of Southwood at the land office.  On one occasion, Mrs. Southwood attacked Mrs. Stone while at a well shared by both families and knocked her down with a handspike, and dangerously beat her. A free-state court was formed, the “Squatters Court” and they notified “Preacher” Southwood to leave his property within a specified time.  Southwood did so and went to Fort Scott to file charges against Mr. Stone and others who backed Stone with the Rebellion Act—legislation passed by the pro-slavery legislature in February 1857 that made it unlawful for two or more persons to combine for the purpose of resisting the enforcement of the law-- and trespassing. 

Characters of this scripted program will be: 
· Deputy Marshal John Little 
· George W. Clarke
· Justice Joseph Williams
· Mr. Stone
· Sam A. Williams, Clerk




· “Preacher” Southwood 
· Bailiff 

· Prosecuting Attorney

· Defense Attorney 
· Jury Foreman
Jurors will listen to the case and make their own decision on the guilt or innocence of Mr. Stone.  
No prior information of this case will be provided to the jurors.  The facilitator will conclude the program with a discussion of the pro-slavery court verdict, the squatters’ courts possible verdict, and the Montgomery troubles of 1858 because of Fort Scott’s pro-slavery leanings.

The narrator will be played by the program facilitator.
