Conflict on the Border

Middle School Education Program

“Your Day In Court-Bleeding Kansas Style”
Outline
THEME: Events in and near the town of Fort Scott served as a microcosm of violence, turmoil, and conflicting political ideologies during the era of “Bleeding Kansas.”

GOALS:
1. To give students a “feel” for the conflicting ideologies present in and around Fort Scott between pro and anti-slavery forces.

2. Make students aware of the site significance of Fort Scott in relation to the “Bleeding Kansas” era.

3. To introduce students to the court system and explain how it represents rights, privilege, and responsibilities in the democratic system.

OBJECTIVES:

As a result of participating in this program, the student will be able to:

1. Identify Fort Scott as a predominantly pro-slavery town and Bourbon County as anti-slavery.

2. Describe the different political leanings of the two opposing courts in this area.

3.  Identify troubles of Fort Scott with James Montgomery in 1858 as a direct result of its pro-slavery stance.

KANSAS STANDARDS for Court Program
Civics-Government Standard: The student will understand and have a working knowledge of governmental systems of the United States and other nations with an emphasis on the U.S. Constitution, the necessity for the rule of law, the civic values of the American Constitutional democracy, and the rights, privileges, and responsibilities to become active participants in the democratic process.

Kansas History Standard: The student demonstrates a working knowledge and understanding of significant individuals, groups, ideas, events, eras, and developments in the history of Kansas, the United States, and the world, utilizing essential analytical and research skills.
PROGRAM SUMMARY: 40-minute program

INTRODUCTION

This will consist of a brief synopsis of the formation of the town of Fort Scott, identify the political views of pro-slavery, free-state, and abolitionists.  The rest of the introduction will be set aside to identify the case, the principal participants, and put the participants in their proper positions. (5 minutes)

ACTIVITY

The court will be called to order.  Each participant will step before the judge and read their prepared statement of the incident.  The jurors will listen to the proceedings and will decide the guilt or innocence of the people on trial.  A spokesperson will be prepared to state the verdict. (30 minutes)

CONCLUSION

The verdict will be read and the facilitator will conclude the program with a discussion of the pro-slavery court verdict, the squatters’ court verdict, and the Montgomery troubles of 1858 because of Fort Scott’s pro-slavery leanings. (5 minutes)

