Conflict on the Border

Middle School Education Program

Montgomery’s Raid
Theme, Goals, and Objectives

PROGRAM THEME:

Events in and near the town of Fort Scott served as a microcosm of violence, turmoil, and conflicting political ideologies during the era of “Bleeding Kansas.”

GOALS:

1. To give students a “feel” for the conflicting ideologies present in Fort Scott between pro and  

      anti-slavery forces.

2.  To make students aware of the site significance of Fort Scott in relation to the 

     “Bleeding Kansas” era.

3.  To have students contrast related issues of today which are equal to 

     “Bleeding Kansas” of yesterday in stirring public emotion.

OBJECTIVES:  After participating in this program, the student will be able to:

1.  Describe events in “Bleeding Kansas” as the beginning of the Civil War.

2.  Describe Fort Scott as a pro-slavery town and Bourbon County as an

     anti-slavery area.

3.  Give at least one reason for people supported slavery and one reason people

     opposed slavery in Fort Scott.

OUTLINE:  45 minute program

· 10 minute introduction – Introduce students to Fort Scott during the 

                “Bleeding Kansas” era and to the scenario they will portray, i.e., Montgomery’s raid.

· 20 minutes – Using a skit format, allow students to perform a play of Montgomery’s

                raid on Fort Scott.

· 15 minutes – Conclude by reiterating ideologies present in Fort Scott during the


      “Bleeding Kansas” era and have students relate “Bleeding Kansas” to a topic that 

      stirs emotions today.

