Conflict on the Border

Middle School Education Program

A Dragoon’s Tale
PROGRAM THEME:

The soldiers of Fort Scott became agents of Manifest Destiny as they participated in several events of the 1840s which swept aside the Permanent Indian Frontier, a concept which proved unworkable in the light of the expansionist tendencies of a still young and growing America.

GOALS:

1. To show how the Permanent Indian Frontier vanished in the face of the frontier movement

      of the 1840s.

2.  To demonstrate that Manifest Destiny was a continuation of expansionist tendencies that

      had permeated America from its beginnings.

3.  To help students decide for themselves whether it was Manifest Destiny for the

      United States to stretch from coast to coast.

4.   To show the role that Fort Scott soldiers played in these events.

OBJECTIVES:  After participating in this program, the student will be able to:

1. List three events of the 1840s that hastened the westward movement. 

      (overland migrations, Mexican War, California Gold Rush)

2. Describe the role that the soldiers from Fort Scott played in these events.

3. Identify three goals of the westward movement of the 1840s.

      (adventure, wealth, empire)

4. Define the concepts of Permanent Indian Frontier and Manifest Destiny.

OUTLINE:  45 minute program, 

· 15 minute introduction – map review – the western frontier movement

· 25 minute play – A dragoon reminisces about the people he’s encountered during his adventures on the frontier.  Students read from a script.  Roles include: dragoon soldier, Texas Freebooter, Pawnee Indian, Oregon pioneers, Mexican lancer,

                Santa Fe trader

· 5 minute conclusion – Territorial acquisition in the 1840s as a continuation of ongoing westward movement – How did the western movement affect the Indians?

                The Mexicans?  Discuss various points of view.  What similar issues face us today?

