Conflict on the Border

Middle School Education Program

Montgomery’s Raid

Pre-Visit Instructions
“Bleeding Kansas:  Montgomery’s Raid on Fort Scott” is a dramatic account of events which occurred on December 16, 1858.  The play, which lasts approximately 20 minutes, is designed to provide students insight into the struggles for statehood experienced in Southeast Kansas.  Our goals for the students are two-fold as they take on the roles of actual historical characters:

· Give the students intimate knowledge of events which occurred in Fort Scott.

· Have the students relate “Bleeding Kansas” to a topic of today that causes deep divisions in beliefs.

Please assign these roles and inform the students of their assignments before your visit.  

It may also be helpful to read through the play once. 

This script, in four scenes, is intended to be acted by groups of students.  Depending on the number of students in a given group, the number of raiders, men of the town, and townswomen may be altered.

By reviewing the script, you will see how these roles are broken out into scenes.  Copies of the play will be provided for each speaking part at the time of your visit.

Main Characters

Narrator – to be played by the ranger

Sene Campbell – a young, engaged woman

John Little – former Deputy Marshall, engaged to Miss Campbell

Mrs. Wilson – a middle-aged, married woman

Colonel Wilson – a merchant, husband of Mrs. Wilson

John Brown – the fiery abolitionist

James Montgomery – a Free-Stater leading the raid

Mr. Diamon – the jailer who is in charge of the prisoner

Ben Rice – the prisoner and a Montgomery follower

Dr. Blake Little – John Little’s father

Smaller Roles

Mr. Crawford – the Littles’ overnight guest

Mr. Ransom – former governor, now in Fort Scott

Dr. Hill – a citizen

Mrs. Hill – his wife

Alex McDonald – a citizen of Fort Scott

Mrs. McDonald – his wife

Mr. Bentley – a citizen of Fort Scott

Ellen Bentley – his wife

Townswomen – (speaking parts for 3)

Raiders – (speaking parts for 8)

Slave

The following are vocabulary words from “Montgomery’s Raid on Fort Scott”

 that your students should be familiar with:

1. abolition – the act of getting rid of something, in this case - slavery

2. abolitionist – someone who wants to get rid of slavery

3. indictment – a formal charge against someone accused of a crime

4. shabbily – to dress in a sloppy way or to act in a mean way

