PRE-VISIT INSTRUCTIONS

FOR THE CIVIL WAR MEDICAL PROGRAM

This educational program involves role playing, so please divide your group and assign the roles ahead of time.

· Divide each group into no more than 4 sub-groups.  

                (If your group of students is small, you may divide into fewer groups.)


     These sub-groups can be comprised of as few as 7 students or

                as many as 15, depending on the size of the group.

· Assign the following roles to the students in each of the sub-groups

                and inform them of their assignments before your scheduled visit.

PATIENT– The patient will act out a list of symptoms that he/she is given.

SURGEON – The surgeon will be the group leader and takes the lead in diagnosing the patient.

STEWARD – The steward will take notes using a quill pen

                        (The steward will be handling ink. 

                        He/she should be careful not to get this on any clothing.)
ORDERLY – The orderly will be the timekeeper.

NURSE – The nurse will collect and return props.

WARDMASTER – The wardmaster will report the findings at the end of the exercise.

ASSISTANT SURGEON – All of the remaining students will be assistant surgeons.  

                                           This is the only role that may be assigned to more than one student.

                                           The assistant surgeons will be the diagnostic team and will help in the

                                            examination of the patient.

If you have any questions concerning the assignment of roles, please contact one of the rangers at the site.

The exercise consists of three parts:

· The first section involves the examination of the patient.  A medical cot will be available for the patient to recline on during the examination.  Each patient will either act out or describe the symptoms for the examining team.  The assistant surgeon(s) will examine the patient.  Props will be given to the nurse in each group.  The nurse will return these at the end of the exercise.  The surgeon should make sure that the steward is recording all of the symptoms. 

     The group should work as a team.

· The second part is formulating the diagnosis.  Each group will gather to discuss the patient’s symptoms.  The group will have a list of various illnesses that were common during the Civil War.  The group will then diagnose and devise a treatment plan for the patient.

· For the third part, the wardmasters will report each illness, diagnosis, and treatment 

      to the entire group.

The interpreter in charge of the program will give background information before and after the exercise.  The information will include details about Fort Scott’s hospital functions during the Civil War, the medical department, and nineteenth century medicine in general.

