PRE-VISIT INSTRUCTIONS

FOR THE IRON HEEL OF WAR

This program requires research and discussion in class before the program.

Attached are four sets of newspaper articles taken from Fort Scott newspapers published during the Civil War. The newspaper articles reflect the attitude of the citizens of Fort Scott (or at least the newspaper editor’s attitude) toward various aspects of the war. These aspects include:

· Fears of a Confederate Invasion

· Refugees

· African American and American Indian soldiers

· Army Occupation of Fort Scott

Divide your class into four groups and have each group examine a different set of newspaper articles. Have each group answer the following questions.

· What was the subject of the articles that you examined?

· What feelings or concerns did the newspapers express in the articles toward the groups or topic involved? List both positive and negative feelings, if appropriate.

· How did the situation arise? (e.g., Why did refugees come to Fort Scott?)
· Were there any changes in attitudes as the war progressed? What caused this change?

This exercise will prepare the students to participate more fully in the program. Students should be prepared to discuss and report their findings during the program. It would also be useful to go to www.nps.gov/fosc/civwar.htm on our website and read the overview of Fort Scott’s importance during the Civil War.

