Conflict on the Border
Middle School Education Program

Agents of Destiny
Program Theme:
The soldiers of Fort Scott were cogs in the wheel of expansion that used Manifest Destiny as fuel to trek from the United States into vast regions, thereby pushing the country’s boundaries from coast to coast.
Goals: 

1. To explain how Manifest Destiny was always in American politics.

2. To demonstrate how the boundaries of the country changed from 1846-1849.

3. To help students understand the political climate of the United States and why the need to expand was eminent.

4. To show how Fort Scott soldiers went from protectors of the Permanent Indian Frontier to agents of its demise.

Objectives: At the conclusion of the program students will be able to
1. Define Manifest Destiny and trace its roots in the American expansion tendencies.
2. List three events that took place in the 1840s that triggered western expansion.
3. Tell how western expansion brought about the demise of the Permanent Indian Frontier.

4. Describe the role the soldiers from Fort Scott played in these national events

Kansas Standards and Benchmarks:
1. History Standard and benchmark 1.

2. Kansas history Standard and benchmark 2.

3. Geography Standard and benchmark 1.

Outline:  45 minute program
· 10 minute introduction-background on the dragoons with activity
· 10 minute Permanent Indian Frontier unit with activity
· 10 minute Mexican War unit 
· 10 minute Dragoon Expeditions unit with activity
· 5 minute conclusion 
