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Come to Fort McHenry on August 3 & 4 to take part in one of the largest Civil War commemorative events in Baltimore.  Following the Battle of Gettysburg, thousands of wounded, Confederate prisoners, and Union soldiers descended on Baltimore. This event marks the 150
th
 anniversary 
when 
d
uring the first two weeks of  July 1863
 
the number of prisoners sent to
 
Fort McHenry soared to 6,795. From the 18
th
 to the 30
th
 an additional 162 arrived, bringing the total to 6,957. 
Union soldiers escorted Rebel prisoners along a three mile march to Fort McHenry, while ambulances, carriages and wagons carried the wounded in a continuous procession from morning to night. At Fort McHenry, officials quickly converted three, two-storied brick stables into temporary prisons. Hundreds of prisoners were guarded upon the open grounds surroundi
ng the fort awaiting transfer.
.
 
Visitors will gain a greater insight into how the war affected the home front through living history demonstrations featuring a Civil War surgeon examining patients, Confederate “prisoners” being marched into the fort, Union soldiers garrisoning the fort, stirring fife and drum music, cannon-firing demonstrations and special activities for children and young adults.  For the entire weekend Fort McHenry will be surrounded by white tents and reinforcements.
The highlight of the weekend will be the 
FREE 
twilight tattoo on August 3 at 6:00 p.m
!
The twilight tattoo on August 3 will recreate the military ceremonies held at Fort McHenry 150 years ago.  Once again the walls of the fort will resound with the thunder of the fifes and drums playing pieces such as “The Battle Hymn of the Republic,” “Dixie,” and “The Battle Cry of Freedom.”  Following the concert 100 Union reenactors portraying the garrison will drill and hold their final muster before “Lights Out.”  Visitors will be invited to watch the evening gun being fired and join the parade as the garrison marches out of the 
fort at the end of the ceremony.
A special exhibit describing the events leading up to the 1931 Presidential act signing is on display in the park’s 
Visitor
 
Center
. Also, on permanent display in the lobby is the actual pen used by President Hoover.   
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SPECIAL PROGRAMS:


Saturday, August 3:        location
· 9:am -  “Sound Assembly” (star fort)
· 10am - “Continuous procession” Prisoners (outside fort - open grounds)
· 11am - “Distant thunder of Cannon!” (water battery)
· 11:30 – “The War Came by Train” – Dan Toomey (visitor center)
· 12am – “Roast Beef”The Duty Musician (star fort)
· 12am – “The Surgeons Work”  and
“Help the Wounded” US Christian  Commission (outside fort)
· 1pm - “Continuous procession” Prisoners (outside fort - open grounds)
· 2pm - “Distant thunder of Cannon!” (water battery)
· 2:30 – “The War Came by Train” – Dan Toomey (visitor center)
· 3pm – “The Surgeons Work” and
“Help the Wounded” US Christian  Commission (outside fort)
· 6:00-8:00  Tattoo Ceremony 


Sunday, August 4:        location
· 9:am -  “Sound Assembly” (star fort)
· 10am - “Continuous procession” Prisoners (outside fort - open grounds)
· 11am - “Distant thunder of Cannon!” (water battery)
· 11:30 – “The War Came by Train” – Dan Toomey (visitor center)
· 12am – “Roast Beef”The Duty Musician (star fort)
· 12am – “The Surgeons Work”  and
“Help the Wounded” US Christian  Commission (outside fort)
· 1pm - “Continuous procession” Prisoners (outside fort - open grounds)
· 2pm - “Distant thunder of Cannon!” (water battery)
· 2pm - (at Old Saint Paul’s cemetery, Baltimore – Lewis Armistead Ceremony)
· 2:30 – “The War Came by Train” – Dan Toomey
· 3pm – “The Surgeons Work” and
· “Help the Wounded” US Christian  Commission
· 3:30pm – Dress Parade/Retreat
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The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.
)

 (
™
)
 (
EXPERIENCE YOUR 
AMERICA
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.
)
image1.png
NATIONAL
PARK
SERVICE





