Fort, Flag and the Fourth!  You can “Make” History at Fort McHenry on July 4th!
 
 
Join the staff of Fort McHenry and the Maryland Historical Society as they celebrate Independence Day by making the Star-Spangled Banner flag!
 
Fourth of July events include fife and drum concerts, cannon-firing, parades, special talks on the American flag, children’s activities and the public reading of the Declaration of Independence!
 
         The highlight of this year’s event will be the kickoff of Maryland Historical Society’s “Stitching History” project – a recreation of the grand 30 x 42—foot Star-Spangled Banner flag that inspired Francis Scott Key to write the National Anthem.
 
The Stitching History Project will take more than 100 volunteer stitchers six weeks to complete.
 
The grand kickoff ceremony will begin at 11:40 on July 4! The Fort McHenry Fife and Drum Corps will lead a parade from the Visitor Center to the Fort carrying the flag materials to the flag pole. The Star Spangled Banner materials will be unfurled, along with two other replica American flags.  Visitors will be able to sing “The Star-Spangled Banner”  as the first stitch is placed. Cannon-firing and a fife and drum concert and a public reading of the Declaration of Independence will be part of the ceremony!
 
After the first stitch, the general public is invited to witness The Maryland Historical Society’s team of expert volunteer stitchers as they get underway recreating the flag. The volunteers will be located in the Fort McHenry Education Center and will be available for photos and media interviews between 12:30 pm and 4 pm.
 
The complete Public Event schedule at Fort McHenry on July 4 is as follows:
9:30 am: Hoisting of historic flag over the ramparts
10 am: Fife and Drum Corps march through Federal Hill, Baltimore
11 am: Poetry reading and public Recitation of the Declaration of Independence
11:40 am: Procession from Visitor Center with fifes and drums
Noon: ‘First Stitch’ Ceremony of the Stitching History: Recreating the Star Spangled Banner
2 pm: Canon Firing
3 pm: Second Public Recitation of the Declaration of Independence
4:30 pm: Flag Change
 
Throughout the day, there will be children’s activities, men and women dressed in 1812 regalia interacting with the crowds, festive red, white and blue bunting decorating the Fort, and  historic singing at the tavern tent.

