First Amendment Right of Free Speech

The Right of Free Speech
In conformity with the rights that are guaranteed in the United States Constitution, the National Park Service allows people to exercise freedom of speech, and groups to assemble peacefully, on park land.
However, to carry out its mission of preserving the cultural and natural resources of the parks, and to protect the rights and safety of visitors, the National Park Service does manage these activities through a permit system. Permits regulate aspects of activity such as location, dates and times, and number of participants.

Your Rights as a Park Visitor
The content of what permit-holders have to say is NOT regulated, and the opinions expressed by permit-holders may not conform to the vision and policy of the National Park Service. Indeed, the permit-holders may have requested a specific location in a park to speak out because they are specifically opposed to National Park Service policy or plans. As a visitor to the park, you are welcome to consider the point of view of those who are exercising their right of free speech in the park.  Please also avail yourself of the opportunity to learn the National Park Service’s answer to such opposing views. You may contact the park's superintendent of the park with your questions and opinions at:

Superintendent
Fort Donelson National Battlefield
P.O. Box 434
Dover, TN  37058
If you feel harassed or impeded from enjoying the park by a person exercising their First Amendment right of free speech, please notify a park ranger.

 

Special Use Permit for the Exercise of Free Speech
There is no fee for a permit to exercise one's first amendment right of free speech; however, a permit is still required for first amendment activity in the park; those without a permit may be asked to leave. 

