[image: image1.wmf] 

The Black Canyon Echo
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Special Issue – July 4, 2002

The Land You Are Protecting
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Many times, firefighters come into an area to do their job – to fight fire in a place they may only know for two weeks or less, a place they never have seen before and may never see again.  The land in which the Black Canyon Fire is burning is very special – it is the homeland to the Uintah and Ouray Ute people, a people whose roots lie deep within the land surrounding Black Canyon.  Fortunately, the Ute people have shared some of this history so we might learn about their home and have a better appreciation for the resources you are protecting.  

Wally’s Cabin – The Black Canyon ICP
is located at what is known as Wally’s Cabin.  Wally’s Cabin gets its name from a Ute Indian Tribal Game Warden (Wallace Tabbee) who used to camp here regularly.  After years of camping in the same spot, Wally decided to build a cabin and the area became dubbed “Wally’s Cabin.”  

Wally’s Cabin also serves as a general centralized location for Tribal Members to stop and camp when in the area.  More recently, the Ute Indian Tribe Fish and Wildlife Department has developed the area to be utilized as holding pens for wild horses, bison, and elk.  Annual round-ups of  these animals are conducted to check their health, condition, and inoculation.

The Youth Camp – The youth camp was established in the early 1960’s for tribal youth to spend some time in the outdoors during the summer months.  The youth camp was in operation for about four to five years when it was turned into a Tribal hunting camp “Nu-Thu-Veep.”  The Nu-Thu-Veep hunting enterprise served numerous celebrities who came here to hunt with the Utes, including Marlon Brando, Slim Pickens, Karl Malone, and Jim Zumbo.  The Nu-Thu-Veep hunting enterprise is still in operation, you may see their booth advertising the Big Game Hunts on the Ute Reservation if you attend any of the big game hunting shows.

The Bison Herd – Back in the early 1980’s, the Ute Indian Tribe swapped some elk for some bison from the Blackfeet Tribe in Montana.  The bison were held at the Bottle Hollow Complex to serve as a tourist attraction and relocated to this area in the late eighties.  The Tribe has traded and purchased additional bison from various Tribes and Agencies and the herd has since grown to approximately 250 to 300 head.  The Ute Tribe Fish and Wildlife Department issues 3 bison hunting permits annually, which are open to Tribal members on a lottery basis.

The General Area – Besides the abundant wildlife, this area is rich in history dating back to the Fremont era (pre-1200’s) through the early 1800’s.  This area is probably the only area in the nation that does not have a complete catalog record of all of the ruins in the area.   Some of the ruins are kept secret and some are still unknown.  There are also numerous petroglyphs in the area.

This area also served the outlaws such as Butch Cassidy, Kid Curry, and Sundance who used to travel through the area en route to Green River, UT, or when running from a posse.  There is a story that’s told of a shootout that occurred in Post Canyon, which is the canyon you traveled through on your way to the fire.

Now, the area is the home of the Black Canyon Fire.


Scenes from Black Canyon

	
[image: image7.jpg]




	
[image: image2.wmf] 



	[image: image3.jpg]



	[image: image4.jpg]











Wally’s Cabin





Please remember to respect the land and the laws of the Ute people.  �Please do not remove antlers, bones, stones, arrowheads, or other artifacts.








Happy Independence Day


�
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