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COORDINATING GROUP

Jupe #E, 1593

Mamarandumn

To: HWCS Mambers

Fraom: Chair, W3

Eubject: Protestive Headzzar [Kard Hats)

It has coms Lo our atcentiom thac misunderstanding betwesr some of
suyr member agsncies may exist akour approvad/recommendsd arstactis
headgazr. Some agencies [ar ragions witiin agesciles) have adoptad
and fully implemenced the surrsot ANST atandards, wiile others maw
have adopced the standerd but noc fully implemanted sama due to
orocuremant/fiscal timeframas. This aas lec, at least in one
instanca, to one ageney’s refuaa’ of asaistance by & soperakins
agsncy redource, taoughlk both agencies mee their own personal
Pratactive squizment pollisies which had been ourually asrsed upon
previously.

To mizigate future such misunderstandings, $WIS has ag@ees ypon the
following positicn regarding procurensit and ‘=suziae of pookeccive
headgsar. Thiz will also help olarify concemms regardisg
penetration, deformation andfor meiting of hardhats in wildlapd
fire guppression activities.

Tha OGensrz)l Ssrvices Administracicn (95a) cacalsy ca*ries two
dietipctly differernt types of plastic hard habs on scied:le.  Ore
iz designated "gafecy Relmet", and iz intended za be warm by
construcElor warters o oanscrasion diceas in 4 nosmal cemparaciavs
situation. The other fa designated "Helme:z, Fafety, Wildfirs<, and
is inrandad gpecifically for wildland fire suppression duey. Ik is
required to withezand a tenperaturs o at least 350 degrasa F., far
"in excess of che 140 degreess at which human akin burns. Thiz=
temperacurs raquirenecr providess ample head oroetection to ouxr
- eMploYéss ary bime bEimy ars exposed to excessaive heak, wiebier
girectly ar indirectiy. The "Safety Eelmet™ does no:i meet tha 330
degrase ragquiramsant.

Additipnally, beorh belmabs sdd® mest the ANSI Z89.1-19868 standawd
for the drop protection penetrakien test, while ths "Helnet,
Zafaty, Wildfira' must alsc mest the 20,000 vwolt elsccric nen-
coslduchor khest {FAe aonstructien type "Safeby Helmst doss not].
Thiz ANST srtapdard preciudes zhs use of the cypical aiuminum "hall
cap" hardhats that have been in comoen uas by our members.
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