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Noted Author to Speak, Sign Books at James A. Garfield National Historic Site
James A. Garfield National Historic Site will host noted historian and author Carl Sferrazza Anthony for a program and book signing on Saturday, November 9.  Anthony will speak in the site’s visitor center auditorium at 2 p.m.  His subject will be First Lady Ida Saxton McKinley, wife of 25th President of the United States William McKinley.  Ida McKinley’s family home, located in Canton, Ohio and known as the Ida Saxton McKinley House, is now part of First Ladies National Historic Site (www.nps.gov/fila).
Anthony’s latest book is Ida McKinley: The Turn-of-the-Century First Lady through War, Assassination, and Secret Disability (Kent State University Press, 2013).  Copies of the book will be available for purchase at the site’s Eastern National bookstore, and Mr. Anthony will gladly sign copies after his presentation.  Anthony has written books on several other first ladies, including Florence Harding and Nellie Taft.  In May 2013, he appeared on the Lucretia Rudolph Garfield episode of C-SPAN’s series “First Ladies: Influence and Image.”  Filming for that episode was conducted in part at James A. Garfield National Historic Site.
“We’re very pleased to welcome Carl Anthony to James A. Garfield National Historic Site,” said Superintendent Sherda Williams.  “He is the foremost authority on the lives of America’s first ladies, including Ida McKinley and Lucretia Garfield.  His talk will be very informative, and it’s always a thrill to meet an author and have him sign your book.”
James A. Garfield National Historic Site will waive all entrance fees on Saturday, November 9 in recognition of Veterans Day weekend.  Tours of the Garfield home will be offered free of charge.  The fee for touring the home is normally $5.00 per adult (ages 16 and over; ages 15 and under are always free). 
James A. Garfield National Historic Site is located at 8095 Mentor Avenue (U.S. 20) in Mentor, Ohio, approximately 25 miles east of Cleveland.  The site offers guided tours of the Garfield home, museum exhibits, and an introductory film.  The National Park Service completely restored the house in the late 1990s, making it one of the most impressive presidential homes preserved for the public.  For information call (440) 255-8722, write 8095 Mentor Avenue, Mentor, OH 44060, or visit www.nps.gov/jaga on the Internet.  Find the site on Facebook at www.facebook.com/GarfieldNPS and follow the site on Twitter at www.twitter.com/GarfieldNPS.  Read the site’s blog at www.garfieldnps.wordpress.com.
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