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Anyone interested in volunteering for the project should register by 4:00 p.m. on Friday, September 28. Contact Effigy Mounds National Monument by emailing efmo_superintendent@nps.gov or calling 563-873-3491. Volunteers are encouraged to bring drinking water and appropriate clothing for working in brush; sturdy footwear and gloves are required.  The monument will provide collection bags and tools.  This activity is appropriate for both adults and school age children.
National Public Lands Day is organized by the National Education Environmental Foundation, this year in partnership with the Invasive Species Council. The lead national sponsor in 2007 will again be Toyota Motor Sales USA, Inc., for the ninth consecutive year.  “Last year we reached a monumental participation of 100,000 volunteers on National Public Lands Day, and we are expecting to increase this by an additional 10,000 this year,”  said Robb Hampton, director of National Public Lands Day. “Every 100,000 volunteers represents an additional $1.8 million worth of labor for American lands, and we invite you to join us in this effort.”
National Public Lands Day keeps the promise of the Civilian Conservation Corps, the "tree army" that worked from 1933-1942 to preserve and protect America's natural heritage and gives Americans an opportunity to give back to the very lands they use to hike, bike, climb, swim, explore, picnic, or just plain relax.   This year the theme for National Public Lands Day is removing invasive species. According to the United States Department of Agriculture, the U.S. spends $120 billion annually on the control and impact of more than 800 out-of-control invaders that pose a threat to the environment, human health, and/or the economy. This doesn’t include the value of native species that go extinct, or the cost of losses in biodiversity and aesthetics. National Public Lands Day volunteers who remove invasive species help lower that cost tremendously.    
For more information or to sign up to volunteer call the visitor center at (563) 873-3491 or visit the park's website at www.nps.gov/efmo. Effigy Mounds National Monument's visitor center is located three miles north of Marquette, Iowa and 22 miles south of Waukon, Iowa on HWY 76.  
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Lend “helping hands for America’s lands” by volunteering to gather and distribute prairie seed within Effigy Mounds National Monument on Saturday, September 29th, from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.   In celebration of the 14th annual National Public Lands Day, the project is an opportunity to give back to our public lands. Entrance to Effigy Mounds and to all national park sites is free during National Public Lands Day.   A third of America belongs to the public, and each September, tens of thousands of us donate the last Saturday in September to help keep it up on National Public Lands Day.  


The staff at Effigy Mounds National Monument, one of two national park sites in Iowa, faces a wide variety of trail maintenance, prairie restoration and other natural resource management needs. On Saturday, volunteers are asked to come assist in prairie seed collection to help restore areas of the park back to “native” vegetation. Civic, school groups and other citizens are welcome to join the day’s activities.  “Public lands and public places across America need the caring hands of volunteers to protect some of America’s greatest treasures — its natural and cultural resources. As a national park site, Effigy Mounds welcomes the attention of all citizens, especially those nearby in Iowa and the bordering states,” said Ken Block, Volunteer-In-Parks Coordinator at Effigy Mounds.


After the project, enjoy a lunch provided by the monument. First time volunteers can learn about other volunteer opportunities available within the monument that can help preserve your national park!  Volunteers participating in the prairie seed project at Effigy Mounds will receive a beautiful National Public Lands day poster and receive a coupon good for an additional free admission on another day to any National Park Service site or other federal area.   Admission to many federal sites is free on National Public Lands Day –- including land managed by the National Park Service, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Bureau of Land Management, U.S. Forest Service, and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  “America’s public lands showcase the country’s spectacular beauty and fascinating history,” said National Park Service Director Mary A. Bomar.  “I encourage everyone to take advantage of this fee free day to explore a national park or lend a hand to help the land.”
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National Public Lands Day Prairie Seed Project


at Effigy Mounds National Monument


Fee-free admissions offered at many federal sites, to help recruit


 100,000 volunteers with “helping hands for America’s lands”
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