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Fast Facts
Thomas Edison National Historical
Park preserves and interprets the West Orange Laboratory and Glenmont the home of inventor Thomas Alva Edison.


Mission Statement:  Our mission is to promote an international understanding and appreciation of the life and extraordinary achievements of Thomas Alva Edison by preserving, protecting, and interpreting the park’s extensive historic artifact and archive collections at the Laboratory Complex and Glenmont, the Edison family estate. 
Legislation:  Designated as Edison Home National Historic Site December 6, 1955, Secretarial Order F.R. 9347; Edison Laboratory National Monument proclaimed July 14, 1956, Presidential Proclamation 3148; areas combined as Edison National Historic Site September 5, 1962, Public Law 87-628: Designated “Thomas Edison National Historical Park” by the Omnibus Public Land Act of 2009 – Public Law 111-11.
Congressional Delegation:  Senator Frank Lautenberg (D); Senator Robert Menendez (D); Rep. Bill Pascrell (D) 8th District; Rep. Donald Payne (D) 10th District
Cultural Resources:  The Laboratory contains fourteen (14) historic structures, six (6) of which were built in 1887 as the first laboratory dedicated to the “business of inventing.” Many rooms contain their original furnishings. The museum collections encompass over 400,000 artifacts including everything from prototype and commercial Edison products, to laboratory furnishings and equipment, to personal items used by the Edison’s in their home. The Edison Archive includes an estimated five million documents, 48,000 sound recordings, 10,000 rare books, 3000 laboratory notebooks and 60,000 photographic images. The Edison home at Glenmont, a twenty-nine (29) room brick and timber mansion built in 1880, contains the original furnishings and family items used by Thomas and Mina Edison. The fifteen (15) acre estate includes gardens, the family greenhouse and barn, and the Edison poured concrete garage containing the family’s automobiles. Thomas and Mina are buried on the grounds of the estate.
Staffing:  Permanent Staff: 20   Temporary Staff: 17 
Visitation:  Annual visitation 60,000
Annual Operating Budget:  $2.6 million
Cooperating Association:  Eastern National operates the Garden Shop at Glenmont and the Museum Store at the Laboratory.
VIP Information:  44 volunteers contribute more than 3,000 hours each year in interpretation, administration, cultural resources, and maintenance. 
Priorities: 
- Development of Collections Management Plan
- Implementation of Long Range Interpretive Plan
- Continued collaboration and communication with Edison partners

Partnerships: Edison Innovation Foundation, Friends of Thomas Edison National Historical Park, Inc., Rutgers University – The Edison Papers, Eastern National, Garden Club of the Oranges, Edison Memorial Tower Corporation
Acreage:  21.25 acres
Contact Information:
211 Main Street 
West Orange, New Jersey 07052

Telephone: 973-736-0550

http://www.nps.gov/edis
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