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Site: DESO Year: 2007

Vi si on St at enent

De Soto National Menorial was established in 1948 to commenorate the | andi ng and

expl oration of Spanish Coqui stador Hernando de Soto (1539-1543). De Soto's exploratory
forces travel ed four thousand nmiles during its four year m ssion and had an
overwhel mi ng i npact on the course of North American history.

The Centennial Initiative provides a wonderful opportunity for De Soto Nationa
Menorial to further engage the public with | earning opportunities that connect them
with our small but very significant resource. W intend to continue to tell the ever
evol ving story of De Soto and the resources that this park enconpasses. New

ar cheol ogi cal discoveries, new schol arship and new perspectives of the significance of
t he expl orati on are shaping how interpretive prograns and facilities are being

devel oped. Park staff and park partners are ready and willing to neet the chall enges
of sharing the rich story of De Soto as we strive to connect children and seniors to
our resources. As we share the global inportance and significances of De Soto's

expl orations and inpart know edge of the discovery then and of the archaeol ogica

di scoveri es now, we hope to inpart a shared ownership of this resource. W intend to
reach out to an increasingly diverse audi ence and nmake this resource relevant to them

We envi sion increases in educational and interpretive opportunities, inprovenents and
creation of new visitor facilities and exhibits, expansion of exisiting wayside ki osks
t hr oughout the Southeast United States, restoration of shoreline and native vegetations
and further integration of Native American stories through interpretive prograns and
cul tural resources.

De Soto National Menorial continues to cultivate partnerships through state and | oca
agenci es as well as through local historical societies and non-profit organizations.
Currently |l ocal residents have cone together to create Friends of De Soto Nationa
Menorial. We look forward to working with our partners to put our vision of the
Centenni al Challenge into practi ce.

Par k/ Superi ntendent/ Program Manager
Scott Pardue




Site:

DESO ENVI RONVENT

Engage partners, communities, and visitors in shared environnental stewardship.

Site:

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

De Soto National Menorial has suffered severe erosion of its coasta

shoreline due to several storns in the recent past. The park proposes a
restoration project to stabilize the shore, renobve exotic species and re-
establish native plants. Potential partners include the Sarasota Bay Estuary
Program who bring expertise on creating healthy coastal eco-systens to
restoration projects. The project could also serve as a exanpl e of

environnental |y sound resource nmanagenent practices.

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

DESO RECREATI ON

Encour age col | aboration anong and assist park and recreation systens at every

| evel federal, regional, state, local—+to help build an outdoor recreation network
accessible to all Anmericans.

O her Park/ Program perfornmance goal (s)

Through a grant fromthe Florida Departnment of Transportation De Soto
Nat i onal Menorial has partnered with several state and local entities to
begin work on the De Soto trail. Wen conpleted in 2009 the trail will be a
system of 40 waysi de exhi bits throughout the state of Florida. The exhibits
Will re-trace the route of De Soto and his arny through "La Florida"

Various partners will play host to the kiosks, l|ocal and regional parks,
state and Federal parks and green spaces in |local comunities.

Di fferent than the explorers before De Soto, the coqui stador nmade his way
beyond the coastal |ands and was the first European to explore the interior
of the Southeast U. S., eventually reaching the M ssissippi River. The
recorded accounts of these first encounters provides us with a glinpse into
the culture of the Native Anericans during De Soto's journey. On |ater
expedi tions the explorers discovered much nore fragenmented comunities or
sone that had di sappeared altogether. The Centennial intiative would provide
t he opportunity for the De Soto trail to be conpleted and bring the story of
the journey to a nuch broader audience.

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PM S




Site:

DESO EDUCATI ON

Cooperate with educators to provide curriculummaterials, high-quality prograns,

Site:

and park-based and online | earning.

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

Create curricul um based Parks as C assroom (PAC) program for surroundi ng area
schools. Targetting grades that study Florida history and earth sciences .
Currently there is no PAC program at DESO  PAC progranms woul d be designed to
study the De Soto expedition and its inpacts on the course of North American
hi story. The program woul d al so be designed to study cul utres.

De Soto is also an excellent |ocation for |earning about the natural
environnent. Sitting on the banks of Tanpa Bay and the Manatee River
students woul d have an opportunity to study water ecol ogy, mangrove forests

and a diverse wildlife conmunity including the threatened Gopher tortoise.

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

DESO EDUCATI ON

I ntroduce young people and their famlies to national parks by using exciting

medi a and technol ogy.

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

In cooperation with NPS Sout heast Archeol ogi cal Center, and with

or gani zati ons such as the Trail of Florida's Indian Heritage , De Soto

Nati onal Menorial is interested in expanding its use of cultural resources to
tell the story of Native Americans that were here when De Soto arrived. The
park is host to several pre -historic shell mddens. One initiative would be
to construct a raised boardwal k that takes visitors out to observe one of the
m ddens. At the end of the walk visitors woul d be prevented from stepping
of f the boardwal k by railings and flanked on either side by informative

ki osks. The destination would al so be used during gui ded hi kes by Rangers

and vol unt eers.

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS




Site: DESO EDUCATI ON

Pronote life-long | earning to connect generations through park experiences.

Enroll an additional two million children in the Junior Ranger program

De Soto National Menorials Junior Ranger booklet is currently a few black and
whi t e phot ocopi ed pi eces of paper stapled together. It is the parks

i ntention to create a new full col or bound booklet . The Junior Rangers woul d
| earn about the various features of the park and include historical, cultura
and natual elenents. The new bookl et would be designed to work on its own
and al so as a workbook for the PAC program

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS



