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New Denali Visitor Center Receives Award for Sustainable 
Building Design and Construction  
  
The U.S. Green Building Council, a non-profit organization dedicated to sustainable 
building design and construction, recently awarded the new Denali Visitor Center a 
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Silver accreditation rating. This 
is the highest-rated LEED project in Alaska, and only the second certified building in the 
state. It is also one of only two LEED-accredited buildings within the National Park 
System. The other is located at Grand Canyon National Park in Arizona. The LEED 
rating levels are: Certified, Silver, Gold and the highest level, Platinum.  
  
The LEED rating system is a voluntary consensus-based national standard for developing 
high-performance, sustainable buildings. The design and construction features which 
contributed to the Denali Visitor Center’s award include:  

the use of rapidly renewable or recycled materials for items such as wall panels, 
acoustical ceiling tiles, carpeting, and engineered lumber.  
low volatile organic compound materials in the paint and adhesives.  
the use of local materials such as Alaska white spruce logs and siding, Alaska 
birch interior trim, and rock from sources near Cantwell and the Mat-Su Valley.  
natural daylight for lighting.  
low water consumption restroom fixtures.  
integrated photo-voltaic solar panels on the south-facing side of the building.  
natural ventilation and carbon dioxide monitoring to control mechanical 
ventilation.  
using the specially-designed fireplace as an integral part of the building’s heating 
system. The fireplace also preheats the water for the facility.  
“air conditioning” from domestic cold water.  

 
“This accomplishment is a remarkable testament to the dedication and efforts of the 
design team, the building contractor, and the National Park Service staff involved,” stated 
Superintendent Paul Anderson. “We are proud to be a leader in the use of sustainable 
building technology.”  
  
The building design was done by RIM Architects and the general construction contractor 
was Davis Constructors and Engineers. Both are based in Anchorage, Alaska.  
 


