Denali National Park Aircraft Overflights Advisory Council
On September 21, 2007, the Denali National Park Aircraft Overflights Advisory Council was established under the Federal Advisory Committee Act. The purpose of this advisory council is to work collaboratively in implementing one of the highest priority items in the 2006 Backcountry Management Plan and EIS for Denali National Park and Preserve. The plan and EIS concluded that air travel remains an important access method to remote parts of the park and preserve for backcountry users, and that scenic air tours are an important visitor activity for access to and enjoyment of Mount McKinley and adjoining scenic peaks and glaciers. At the same time, the cumulative impact of these tours plus the additional aircraft traffic must be mitigated to protect park resource values and the quality of the visitor experience. The purpose of the Denali National Park Aircraft Overflights Advisory Council is to advise the Superintendent, through the Secretary of the Interior, on mitigation of impacts from aircraft overflights at Denali National Park and Preserve. The Council will develop voluntary measures for assuring the safety of passengers, pilots, and mountaineers and for achieving desired future resource conditions at Denali National Park and Preserve. Click here to see the Council’s charter.
Council membership contains broad representation of interested stakeholders and has a balance of local, state, and national interests. Current information, including meeting schedules and minutes, will be available here in the near future. The first Advisory Council meeting, which will be open to the public, is being planned for February 2008.
Advisory Council Membership
	Council Member
	Interest Represented

	Nancy Bale, Denali Citizens Council
	Local environmental community (area between Willow and Healy)

	Erika Bennett, Alaska Airmen’s Association
	Commercial aviation other than air taxi/scenic air tour

	Lt. Col. Scott Babos, U.S. Air Force
	U.S. Air Force

	Tim Cudney, ERA Helicopters
	Scenic air tour operators not operating under an NPS concession

	Nan Eagleson, backcountry user
	Backcountry users of Denali National Park and Preserve other than climbing interests

	James W. Edwards, Federal Aviation Administration
	Federal Aviation Administration

	Joan Frankevich, National Parks Conservation Association
	Statewide or national environmental community

	Tom George, Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association
	General aviation users of park airspace

	Sally Gibert, State of Alaska ANILCA Implementation Program Coordinator 
	State of Alaska

	Brian Okonek, local landowner
	Local landowner

	Suzanne Rust, K2 Aviation
	Concession-authorized air taxi and scenic air tour operators in Denali National Park and Preserve

	Charlie Sassara, American Alpine Club
	mountaineering and mountain climbing community


