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Publication on Denali’s Bear Program

Appendix O. Publication on Denali National Park and Preserve Bear Program
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After being shot at a lodge, bear 5 moved to a mining camp
1 km away and ate a large amount of meat left overnight in
an open truck. It was killed by residents, ending our brief
attempts at aversive conditioning.

In addition to the radio-collared bears, a black bear sow and 2-
year-old cub broke into a developed site and got food. They
kept returning over a 3-day period and were shot 5 and 4 times
respectively, after which they ceased returning. A noncollared
grizzly got food from construction workers and was scared off
by a car horn and siren. A week later it was back at the site.
During 2 days it was shot twice with slugs, and cracker rounds
were also fired. It did not return until the following summer,
when it was seen at this site once but did not cause problems.
However, a bear fitting its description did approach vehicles
and people on foot along a stretch of the road 5 km away.

DISCUSSION

Since the current efforts started, there have been decreases
in every category we use to monitor the program's success
(Table 5). In addition we have not had to relocate or kill
any bears (Table 1). The decreases are likely even greater
than shown, as incidents prior to 1983 were probably
under-reported given the smaller staff available to track
down reports. The decrease in problems occurred despite
continually increasing visitation (Table 1) and the initiation
in 1983 of several maintenance and construction projects
that have put additional people in bear habitat. The
decrease may in part be due to a 17% decline in back-
country use since 1981, although the decrease in problems
continued even in the years when use went back up (Table
2). The trend indicates continued success, although more
remains to be done to further reduce problems.

Table 5. Number and percent decrease in bear-people conflicts in Denali
National Park between 1982-1987.

Percent

1982 1987 Decrease
Parkwide incidents 36 7 81
Back-country incidents 26 2 92
Front-country incidents 10 4 60
Closure days 176 38 78
Property damage incidents 24 3 88
Property damage costs
(U.S.$) 3030 220 93
Bears obtaining food/garbage 19 1 95

Although no bears obtained food from backpackers in 1987
for the first time in many years, additional containers are
needed so that all backpackers can use them to prevent
future food-conditioning of bears. Greater effort must be
made to stress to users the importance of putting food in the
containers and latching the lid correctly if they see a bear.
Failure
to do so has been a major cause of bears obtaining food. All
injuries but 1 since 1980 have been due to surprise encounters
or to photographers approaching too close to bears. Visitors
must be better informed about the hazards of hiking in areas of
restricted visibility,
and education and enforcement of standards for photographers
must increase. The value of deterrents and aversive
conditioning, and their long-term implications to bear behavior
and habitat use, must be evaluated further. The role of
habituation of Denial’s bears to humans must be studied to
determine if problems will occur with bears that are not
conditioned to unnatural foods. New state regulations for
proper food storage on private land, and stronger enforcement
of existing garbage disposal regulations, are needed to prevent
unnecessary killing of bears.
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