Information on 2008 Denali Backcountry Use

This document contains 2 maps. The first is a Capacity Map in which the backcountry units are
colored in relation to the percent of capacity. The units that fill more tend to be along the road
corridor and generally further west along the road. The backcountry data for 2006 and 2007
shows a similar use pattern. This map also shows the number of people for the season in each
unit. Both the percent capacity and number of people per season tell essentially the same story.
Wilderness Coordinator Joe Van Horn recommends focusing on the number of people per
season per unit because it allows for the inclusion of the use data that exists for units without
limits (particularly information collected in Talkeetna). The second map is the Unit Map that
shows the backcountry unit numbers. There are no numbers for units 49-60 because these
numbers are used to track use at campgrounds that are stayed at in conjunction with a
backcountry permit.

The document also includes the raw data on backcountry use that was used to construct the
capacity map. Percent of Capacity was calculated for units where there is a quota limit; this
cannot be done for units where there is not a limit. For the north side of the park the data includes
information from May 15 to September 15, 2008, which is the core season. The north side data is
pretty good because a permit is required and there is generally one point of entry. Also included
in the data is information collected in Talkeetna (for areas other than Mount Foraker and Mount
McKinley) between April 1 and July 15, 2008. Calculating visitor nights is difficult because
registration is voluntary for these areas and there isn’t very good information on trip plans.
Therefore, Wilderness Coordinator Joe Van Horn recommends using the total number of people
per unit per season in these areas with the caveat that these should be treated as minimum
numbers for these units since no registration is required.
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Unit Number # Permits # People # of Nights User Nights Unit Quota Total User Night Capacity (may15/septl5) Percent filled

85 0 12 0 0 no limit
86 0 0 0 0 no limit
87 3 6 14 32 no limit
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