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IN REPLY REFER TO:
1.C. (CURE 1379/BLCA 1377)
Closure Order #20-001

April 6, 2020

Closures, restrictions and public use limits:

Closure Order – Portion of a Park Area: Under the authority provided to the Superintendent in 36 CFR 1.5, the following park areas and facilities are closed, effective immediately, until further notice: 
· Restrooms
· Administrative offices 
· Visitor centers
· Campgrounds
· The South Rim Road will remain closed beyond the Visitor Center.

· The North Rim road, and all trails on the north rim 

· The Inner Canyon and all routes and trails that go into the inner canyon from either rim 
· All Public boat ramps 

· Blue Mesa Reservoir, along with Morrow Point and Crystal.  This includes the Gunnison River from Riverway to the reservoir.
Authority:  36 CFR 1.5(a)(1) 
Restrictions and Public Use Limits: Under the authority provided to the Superintendent in 36 CFR 1.5, the following activities are restricted in Curecanti National Recreation Area and Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Park, effective immediately, until further notice: 
· Public lands located in Gunnison County are open to county residents only. 

· Groups may not consist of any person outside of their residence.  

· Do not congregate in parking areas or trailheads.

· Stay 10 feet from all other trail users.

Authority: 36 CFR 1.5(a)(1)-(2) 
Notice: This administrative order applies to all individuals subject to the regulatory authority of the National Park Service (NPS) within the boundaries of Curecanti National Recreation Area and Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Park, including park visitors, government employees, concession employees, park residents and stakeholders.  
Finding:  The NPS issues this administrative order for the purposes of maintaining public health and safety during the COVID-19 pandemic emergency. This order is consistent with the following public health directives: 

· https://covid19.gunnisoncounty.org/community-resources/public-health-orders
· https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hSyVD4wlb6evhqqrbEgypcgKMr6i8SOX/view
These directives require the NPS to take the actions identified above because:

· Public health directives require social distancing to slow the spread of COVID-19. Allowing visitors in areas conducive to congregating is likely to violate the requirement that persons stay at least 6 feet from each other.

· Public health directors prohibit gatherings of more than 10 people. Allowing individuals to mingle and gather within the park increases the risk of disease introduction and spread. Opening the park campgrounds and visitors centers is likely to violate the requirement that no more than 10 persons gathering together.
· Gunnison County and other mountain communities have been hit especially hard by the coronavirus, and have some of the highest rates of infection in the nation. 
· On March 26, 2020, the Governor of Colorado issued a Public Health Order Implementing Stay at Home Requirements. 
· Public health directives state that all recreation sites within the county are open only to Gunnison County residents.
This order is effective immediately and will remain in effect until further notice. The effectiveness of this order will be assessed on an ongoing basis and will be modified or removed when conditions warrant. 
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Approval: ____________________________          
___6 April 2020_____


       Superintendent 
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