2012 Schedule of Events

Gap Cave

A two-hour adventure awaits as
you explore Gap Cave with its
majestic stalagmites, striking
stalactites and shimmering
flowstone. Step into the music
room and listen for the whispers of
a Civil War Soldier. Catch a glimpse
of a little brown bat or a cave
salamander. Reservations are
recommended and can be made up
to one month in advance of the trip date. All tours meet
at the Daniel Boone parking area.

This tour involves a 1.5 mile walk; 183 steps must
be negotiated within the cave. For the safety of
all, no children under the age of five are permitted
on the cave tour. Wearing of sandals or crocs in
the cave is not allowed.

Adults - $8.00
Seniors with Interagency Senior Pass - $4.00
Children five through twelve - $4.00

January 1 - March 31
Weekends only at 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.

April 1 - May 26
Weekdays at 10:00 a.m.
Weekends at 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.

May 27 - September 1
Daily at 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.

September 2 - November 24
Weekdays at 10:00 a.m.
Weekends at 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.

November 25 - December 31
Weekends only at 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.

National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

Cumberland Gap National Historical Park

# Hensley Settlement
Visit historic Hensley
Settlement for a
nostalgic look into
3 early 20th century
#ll Appalachia. Meander
down fence lined
lanes, peek into the
blacksmith’s shop,
look into the springhouse or sit in the one room
school. In 1904, Sherman Hensley and Willie Gibbons
joined forces to establish a homestead on the
mountaintop. Using hand tools to split chestnut logs,
the settlers began to build homes. Fences surrounded
the cleared land, creating pastures and garden plots.
A thriving community soon emerged. The land,
suitable for raising sheep and growing crops for liquid
spirits, supported the community of twelve farmsteads
for more than forty years. Reservations are
recommended and can be made up to one month in
advance of the trip date. All tours depart from the
park visitor center.

Visitors must be able to walk one mile through
the settlement; comfortable clothing and
walking shoes are a must. Bring a light snack
and drink for the 3 1/2 hour tour.

Adults - $10.00
Seniors with Interagency Senior Pass - $5.00
Children twelve and under - $5.00

May 20 - October 31
Daily at 9:00 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.



First Thursday of Each Month

Cumberland Mountain Photography Club
Join fellow photo enthusiasts for an evening of
photography demonstrations, techniques and tips
designed to get that perfect photo!

Photographers of all ability levels are welcome and
encouraged to attend.

Visitor center at 6:30 p.m.

Second and Fourth Thursdays of Each Month
Goodwife Guild Historic Clothing and Crafts Club
Come experience history up close while learning about
historic clothing and crafts. Traditional sewing

techniques will help bring the stories of the past to life.

All ability levels and men are welcome.
Visitor center at 5:30 p.m.

March 9

Full Worm Moon Hike

As this spring moon looms, the ground begins to
soften and earthworm casts reappear, inviting the
return of robins. Known too as the Sap Moon, it marks
the time when maple sap begins to flow and the
annual tapping of maple trees begins. Welcome the
full moon and the arrival of spring with a park ranger.

Thomas Walker parking area at 8:00 p.m.

March 10

Hidden History Lecture Series

Rebel in the White House

The White House was truly

a "house divided" for
several months during the
Civil War. Come hear
Kentucky Chautauqua
speaker Betsy Smith portray
Kentucky native and
confirmed Confederate
Emilie Todd Helm.
Following the death of her
husband, Brigadier General
Benjamin Helm, at
Chickamauga, Helm stayed
with her half-sister Mary
Todd Lincoln in the White
House. This program is

funded in part by the
Kentucky Humanities Council, Inc., and the National
Endowment for the Humanities.

Accompanied by an exhibit at the Abraham Lincoln
Library and Museum in Harrogate, Tennessee.

. Visitor center auditorium at 2:00 p.m.

April 6

Full Pink Moon Hike
The appearance of
the moss pink, or
wild ground
phlox, one of the
first spring
flowers, is
heralded by the
Pink Moon, also
known as the
Sprouting Grass
Moon, the Egg Moon, and the Fish Moon. Join a park
ranger and discover other signs of spring to include
perhaps the calling of the whippoorwill.

Thomas Walker parking area at 8:00 p.m.

April 14
Heritage Alive!

Taking breaths full
of mountain mists,
drinking from
Appalachia's crystal
clear springs and
reveling in her
unequalled beauty
changes us

throughout the
years. The Ammons sisters prove this theory in their
unique visual and auditory creations of what it means to
have "mountain heritage." Through storytelling, music
and a sweep of motion that magically becomes a mural
before your very eyes, these talented sisters paint a
picture of the deeply rich heritage that all Appalachian
people possess!

Visitor center at 1:00 p.m.

April 14 and 21
Spring’s Beauty Pageant

With the coming of spring,
Mother Nature spreads her
colorful apron upon the
earth. Dazzling yellow wood
sorrel, stunning violets,
liverwort and delicate pink
lady slippers are but a few of
the colored gems scattered
along the hillsides. With
camera in hand, walk along
the trails and find these
wildflower treasures.

Colson Lane parking area at
campground entrance at
10:00 a.m.




