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Contact:  Denise Shultz, Chief of Interpretation
Need some help working off those extra ‘holiday pounds’?  Join us on the third Friday of January, February, March and April for guided hikes in the park.  Learn about the cultural and natural history of the area while burning off those unwanted calories!
January 16th will be a hike up Joe’s Canyon Trail from the visitor center, beginning at 8:00 am and concluding at approximately noon.  This trail provides spectacular views of the San Pedro River Valley as it climbs 1300 feet in a little over 3 miles.  The overall distance will be almost 6.5 miles, so bring a snack and plenty of water.
February 20th will be a trip to our natural limestone cave.  The hike will begin at the visitor center at 8:00 am and will conclude at approximately 11:00 am.  The trail winds through oak woodlands for about one mile, with a 500 foot elevation gain.  The entrance to the cave and the cave itself are unimproved so access may be difficult. Please bring at least one flashlight for exploring this underground wonder.

Meet at the visitor center for orientation for the hike on March 20th.  It will include a drive up to Montezuma Pass where the hike will begin at the Coronado Peak Trail at 8:00 am and end at approximately noon.  The views of Mexico, the San Pedro River Valley, and the San Rafael Valley are spectacular on this hike.  Some portions of the trail are moderately steep, so be sure to wear good shoes and you may want to bring a hiking stick.  Overall distance will be about 5 miles.

The hike on April 17th will focus on birding with a walk along the dry creek bed in Montezuma Canyon.  It will begin at the visitor center at 7:00 am and will conclude at about 10:30 am.  Look for jays, woodpeckers, hummingbirds and more.  A good beginner’s hike, this walk will be shorter with more stops to look for wildlife. 

Participants should dress comfortably for the weather, wear sturdy hiking shoes and hat, and bring sunscreen and water.  Meet for orientation at the visitor center parking lot.  For additional information call Denise at 520-366-5515 ext. 22.
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The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.

