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Capital of the Danish West Indies when Sugar Was King

Penmuek was a latecomer in the race for colonjes in the New
World, Columbus's voyages 1o the Cinibbenn gave Spain a mo-
nupoly in the region for over a century, But after the English plunt
ed o colony i the Lesser Antilles in 1624, the French, Dutch, and
eventually Danes jolned in the scramble tor empire, Seeking is
Linds vn which to cultivate sugar as well as an outlet for tde, 1he
Danish West Indin & Cannea Company Gi group of nubles and
merchins chartered by the Crown) touk possession of St Thom-
as in 1672 and its neighbar St John i 1717, Because neither island
wirs well sulted to agnculture, the company in 1733 purchased
St Croix—a larger, atter and more feetile ishind 40 miles south
tram Frnce. Colonizanon of St Craix began the nest vear, ofter
1roaps put down i slave revoll on Si. john

For thetr first settlemoent the Danes ¢liose o good lairbor on the
northeast coast, the site of an earlier French village named Bassin
Iheir leader Fredeyiek Moth was a man of vision. He planned a
new town —named Chestlonsted 1n honor of ragning King Chris
tun VI-and had the island surveved into pluntutions of 150acre,
priced tomel new settlers, The best Gnd cime under cudtiva-
tion and dazens of sugir lacorics began operating Papylation
approached 10,000, nearly 9,000 of them slaves mpored from
West Africa 1o work in the tields.

Even with this growih St Croix s ceconomy did not floarish. The
planters chaffed under the DWIKG Company's resteictive trading
practices. This monopaly so burdened planters with regulationy
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Before the Danes

This island's first settiers migrated
up the Lesser Antillos fram South
America. By 4,000 yeurs ago there
wus a settiemant ot Sall Rivor Bay
on the sland'’s narth shoro. Ry
1300 the village there had the anly
ceremorial plazafall court so tar
discovered in the Lesser Antliles

Qr his second voyuqe, I 1493,
Columbus came ypon this kland
and named it Santa Cruz {Holy
Cross). Sighting the village at Salt
River Bay, he sent a boat ashore
10 "have speech with the natives.”
I'he Spaniards met 4 canoe with
Caribs. A Hight ensued. One Carlb
was kllled, and the rest were cap
tured. Two Spaniards were wound
ed, one fatally. It was the first
documented skirmish between Eu
rapeans and New Warld natives

In The West Indian Style
Christiansted blends vistias of neo-
classiciam with o lovely natural set
ting of high hills and reef-Iringed
harbor: The lown's orderly develop
mant wva two centuries owes

much 1o the nland's first govarnoe,
Fredearick Moth Ho concolved of

Visiting the Park

Take a walking tour of principal
historic bulldings 1o sumple the
town's Danish post Bueegin your
our at;

1 Fart Christiansvaern, completed
1749, added fo 1835-41. protecind
the town from pirates, privateers,

and slave uprisings. 1T was a polic
station and courthouse aftor 1R78
It now foatures military exhibits

2 The Steapls Bullding (1753) was
5¢ Cralx's first Luthoran chureh 1t
stoeple was completed in 1796 The
cangregation moved in 1831, and
thn butlding hacame & bakory, hos:
pital, and school in turn.

3 The Danish Waest India & Guinga

Company Warahouse {1749) housed
atficey and storerooms Slaves wer
suctioned In the yarg -
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Christiansted as § grand 1own like
Christiania {(now Osla) in Norway,
with boulovards, promenades, and
handseme bullding lihes He put
govarnm#nt hulidings ond rown
howuses near the waterfeont, rele
gating warkers' ¢ottages 1o the

4 At the Customs Mouse (THEY)
the goverrimen! callected taxas
ot hnports and exports. Tho town’™s
post offica was upatairs

5 In the S¢ale House (1856) hogs
hends of sugar and puncheons of
tum were weighed before expor.
The weighmastar's office was an
tho tirst floar, waldiers were quat-
tered upstairs. This building re-
placed an 1840 wooden weighing
house

6 Governmant Hause was complot
ed i 1830 by connocting fwo
impasing 1700s townhouses. Gov,:
Gen Putar von Scholten had his
office hma The wecand floer recop:
tion hall Is restored to its 1B40s ap-
pearance The bullding s owned
by the Virgin lslandsg
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The Caribs that Columbus
encounisrad in the Lesser
Antilles were skilled sea.
tarers and warrlors. Thal
roputation for cannibal-
Ism is exaggarated,
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Regulars and Militia
Though Denmark relied mostly

on nautrality to defend its far-off
tropical colonies, & military pres-
ence was essential in & reaion
dominatad by European rivalties
and slaye labor, On 5t Crolx e
ferse 1ested on a systom of forts
and hatteries garrisoned by regu
lar Danish troops. The fory in Chirls
tiansted, shown (n plan at right,
was finizhed In 1749 Captured
leaders of the 1733 slave uprising
on St Joht did seme of the con-
stuction work
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outskirts. A remarkably progressive
building ¢ode embodied hisideas in
1747 Enforced by successive build
g inspectors, tho tada regulated
matarials and construction and aven
used zoning to regulate grawth
Farms ol the codo woere in foroe

7 The Lutheran Church (W), bulir
as the Duteh Reformod Church, was
sold in 1831 to Lutherans, maving
here trom Lthe Steeple Bullding, tak
ing with them most of the furnish
ings. The steeple is a later addition

For your safaty Romember: dniv
ing is on the lett Inside the fort,
do nat climb on cannon ar stand
on wallg

Hours The park i apen all year,
excopt | hanksgiving and Datember
25 8am la8pm It apensal

federal halidays,

Named Christiansvaern (Christion’s
defense) in honar of King Chris
tan VI, the Tort was armed with
18 and & pounder cannon, These
gurss and two outlying batteries,
combpined with a farmidable reaf,
dominated the harbor entrance

Under Gay -Gen, Petor von Schol
ton, an aristocrat with a taste for
teremony, the military on 5t Crolx
enjoyed porhaps I1s hest years. Van
Scholten renrganized the requlars
and enlarqed militia units and the
fire luu.,a(h- Froe Blacks filled the
ranks of the latter and also served
in the mulitia. Christiansted's gan
son in 1830-—at least on paper
numbered 215 officers and men,
Including & corps of musiclans, This
was fiearly half of all requlars In
the Dantsh West Indies
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that they persuacled the king to take over the islands in 1755
Crown admimsteation colncided with the begimnimg of a lony
period of growih lar the cune sugar industry. St Croix hecame
the capitsl of the “Danish Iskands in Americs)” s they were then
called. and roval governors took up residence s Chnstiansted
For the pext century and u half, the wwn's fortynes were tigd Lo
St Croix's sugar industry, Between 1760 and [R20 the ceconomy
boomed, Population rose deansatically, in part because free-trade
policies and neurrality attracied settfers from other islaneds
henee the prevalence of British eultire on this Danish island with
A French mame—and exporty o sugar and rum soared, Cipital
was avallible, sugar prices were high, lnbor cheap. Many planters
merehants, and taders reaped great profits, ns reflected in the

—

Peter von Sthalton (s bey!
rmembarod Tor his cola in
frealng the slaves. Arriving
In the 1slunds as a young of
ficar in 1RO, yon Scholtan
rave through tho vanks and
was governorgoneial from
1827-48

Anna Hengaard, his mistress,

was a free woman of calor

whao very likely influenced

his viows on treating blacks |
humanely, Despite the fact 7
that the king confirmed his '/
emancipation decres, von
Seholien was dismissed from
office and stripped of his
pension. He died in Denmark

1A 1854, a broken man.

throughout Danish rule, and eco
nomic stagnatian after Danish rule
helped the town survive passing
building fads

Chrlstiansted took shape st a fiber
ating momen! In architecture The

neoclassic style of the 17008 came
to duminate the Danish Islands,
reflectingg tho wealth accumulated
In then first century. The bulldings
weare the work ol anoriymous

day whon Q2 master Mason or car
penter could bath plan a building

sical ot ity best s dignified, solid,
and functional Bulldings teature
thythmlical arches, light and spa
cious interiors (Often fllledg with

craltsmen-—masons und carpenters,
many af them Free Blacks irl a

and put it up. West Indian neoclas-

Christiansted in 1839 by Obnish artist Thyodare € Sabiroe

line arehitecture of town and conmry. This golden age was
eclipsed within a few decades by the mse of the beet sugar Indus-
fry i Eurape und North Amaeriea. A drop in the price of cane
stgsan, Increasing debt, drought, burricanes, and the rising cost of
fuhor alter slavery was abolished w TRAR Al conrtbuted to cen
nomic decline. As the 1800s wore on, St Croix became little maore
than a marginal sugar producer, The era al tihulous wealth was a
thing of the past, When the United States purchased the Danish
West Indies in 1917, i was for the islands® stpategiv harbvoes, nos
their agriculinee
1o the ald way of life here, with all ils elegance, comiplexity, und
contradiction

Ihe lovely town of Cheistiansted is now a link

Free Blacks
in the days of slavery a distinet chs,
Free Blacks, emerged on 51, Croi,
Some wase given thell treedom for
taithful service; others bought free
dam with money earned as artisans
or by raising and salling produce
fram thair gardons in the Sunday
Market They worked as small mer
chanty, fishermen, seamen, shos
makors, tailars, masons, coopers,
carpenters, and blacksmiths

As early as 1747 a section of Chris
tiansted, Neger Gotted—later called
Free Gui--was set asida 1or Frog
Blacks to butld thew own houses
Between 1791 and 1815, the town’s
Free Blacks more then doubled their
fuumbaers, fising trom 77% ta 1,764
Not until 1834 were they granted
full equality with whites, Free Black
status lor men was indicated by a
red and white cockade worn on
theit hats

fine mahogany furniture), arcadesd
sidewalks 10 sheltet pedestrians
from sun and rain; galleries to catch
hreezes, and hip roofs that collect
rainwator in cisterns Yellow birlcks
that came as ships' ballast saw wida
use in constiuction: Bulldings from

Christiansied's galden age (above,
left ta night) are: wealthy merchant
oi planter's townhouse, Steeple
Building (the first Danish Lutheran
church on St Croix), Governmeant
Hause, merchant’s shop/residence,
and warkes's cottage




* Saint Croix’s Golden Age of Sugar
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A plantation at work an 1Hh.contury 5t Crodx

The Sugar Plantation

For o time S Cromx was one of the wealthiest sugar istands o the
Wast Tnalivs, The good vears coincided with wars beween colo.
nial powers. In the ke 18th and early 19th cenruries production

labar; and how o deal with island merchasnes, ship captnns, and Maost plantations were souall communifies of 225 to 300 acres, but the planter and tamilv—was the glory of the plantation. Nothing
bankers, Work went on year-round. For the ambitions and inge-  not self=suficent, Much food, clothing, and cquipment was (m- sid thantlested o platters lusurious muode of Hving. Ofen bl by
niows, A plantation was an all but certain way 1oa ortune. But for ported. Twasthirds of the lnnd grew cane; the rest contained dwel-  slaves, it usunlly sat on commanding ground. surrounded hy the
muost planters it was o business loaded with risk. lings, garden plots for provisions, pastute, and the kiege T-shuped  carrloge hobse, stubles, quarters for house servants, and other
Tuctory building, [t cane was transformed into raw sugar ealled
muscovado. The Gcrory was part of an mdustrinl complesx: i preal

wats high, and the price of sugar on the world market was stable
In 1ROF the island's population was 30,000 26 500 were shives
whao planted, harvested, and processed cane on 218 plantations.
Muore than 100 windmills and almaost as many anmmal mills ran
m;:hl and diy 1 season. convel H sudar Into wealth.

dependencies. browas awark of art ilusirative of an age
Phmrers contended with deoughi, hurricianes, Huctuathng marker
prices, and the hazards of shipping, Considerable investment,
mueh of it borrowed at high mres, was necded for Buldmgs and
muchinery as well as lend amd shives - hecause o plunter was as
Cirownnge sugnr witd hard work. The den ol the imdolenr plimier imuch i manulacturer o nrmer, Sugie production wis uhighly
fsonosthy myde A planter and his numager had to kpow how o Integ it process from fieid vo taket that, In fact, foreshadowed
plant a crop ond bring it in: how tamake sugar, molasses, i rum the canting industrial age

dned get them w marker; how to builld; how oo motivate enstaved

stone windmill for squeezing juice from cane, a bolling house for Fhe best days were over by 1820, Competition from bewet se g,
redducing the juice to erystals, curing houses for deying sagar and coupled with slhwe emancipation in 1848 and sporadic hurrict nes.
draining off maolasses, wareliotuses, and o disullery for wrnboe mo- drought, and Libor unrest through the balince aof the century,
Isses into rume Fhe munages's house and slave village stood near-  contributed (o an irreversible economic decline. When the las
DV, The fiest shve dwellings were of wattle-and-daubs construcnion,  sugur plantytions ceased aperating in (he late 1920, thiose who
Ioter ones were of masoury, usually built by the slaves themselves  Inbared in their lields and factories did not loment their passing.
as shngle cottages (n orderty rows The grenthouse —dwelling of

Plantations on 5t. Croix, ¢. 1800
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The Greathouse
The greathouse was s planter's joy A planter’s wite would go 10 great
and pride. (twas usually built it the  exponsi: to fill the house with fine
prevalling neoclassical style by slave mahogany turniture and imported
labor, Including craftsman. Like the slive, erystal. poreelain, and liner
mill, the house sat an high ground The most important supparting
Lo catch preveiling breczes. From buildings were the cookhouse (with
the gallery a plamer could sutvey banks of ovetis and grates), stables,
his domain. The earliest estate ancgl servants’ quaners

houses on 54, Croix weare relatively

modest wooden affairs, with sepa Presichng over This world the plant
rate kitchens to reduce the risk of or's wita saw tes all things domestic
fire and frequently arganized sparkling
socials that brightened Island lite.
Sha was helped by a host of s
vants, wsually spacially selocted
Blacks brought into the household
to cook, clean, tend children, and
luok after the horses and carriages
The duties of these blacks and 1heir
relationship 1o the planter and Ris
family qave thom a measure of in

Wind Power and Animal
Plodding teams of oxen or mules
powered the islands’ earliest mills
Thoy turned long poles artached
to vertical rollors that extracted
juite trom the cane fed Into them
Baginning in 1750 the planters,
with slave labor, bullt scores of
wind driven mills on high ground
10 catch the trade winds, In 1794
100 windmlills and several dozen
animal mills wera operating on s
51 Croix '

Fields of Cane

Sugarcane warked a revolution in
Cartbbean e, After suggar caught
an as g staple in the French and

-

down the cane with their hooked
ills, and loaded the stalks Inmo carts
for the mill. Grinding want on night
English lslands ahout 1650, planta and doy. Workers passed the canes
tians replaced small Tarms, and in thraugh the mill's rollgrs twice 1o
dentured [abof gave way to chattel  Increase Juice extraction. The julces
slavery. Wealth accumulated at the dripped into a collection box and
top of the social order and misary from there ran by trough to the
a1 the hottam Saciety on this lsland  hoiling house

and In the Wast Inclies generally is

taday the haie of these beginnings

The himestone windmilis
of SL Croix ward sturdy
conical structures of

sugar conwe is an Old World spucias,
a member of the grass family, and
qrows readily in this <linvate. Work Dutch origin. refined by
bagan in the fall, the rainy season; dicades of English
with gangs of saves digging trench axpafirnce
es for cultitigs, Sprouts were weeded
uhtil knee figh, and 16 months after
planting the cane was 10 fest tall
and ready for ¢ulting, The harvest

From the 1760< gn, accumulated
wealth enabled planters to bulld
with limestone and brick. Some
houses teaturad a ctalriase swoep
ing up to the main levelwto a4 pat
lar, dining raom, bedrooms, and

U perhaps an office and Hibrary, The

Warkars staemmd the
Bladns into the wind with
the wilplece (1). Gears (2)
s transterred power through

: / 4 \ reoms were ary with high ceilings
was the busies! 1ime of the year \ -] i { "."""":': ;h“":“:v":(‘;'"":‘: e dependence and corsiderable rank
Working fram fust light to last, h" | 2 L :‘:5 lbd‘(,\n'(t L;ulce "'U:::d over fleld hands
slaves stripped off the leaves, cul ' i{; | P into o reservolr (S) and
| thon by trough 1o the bail

ing house

| Distilling Rum
Rum was the staft ot West Induin

Making Sugar

Cane |ylco flowed straight irom tho

'y

tween his thumb and toretinger, dry, the hogsheads were toppmi,.—-‘-"”” wiis hoated n a s1ill (2). Vapors

mill to the boilng house, whers it cooking was done At s ary of off with fresh sugar, sealed, and | life and a plantation’s second passed to a doubler (3), gaining
was reduced 1o o moist, brown suq "strike." warkers turnod the moist then looded on oxcarts for trans \ /i i product, It was made by ferment strength, and from there through
ar calind rmuscovado A boiling inas crystals into waodon pons to cool port to tho town wharl for oxport N E| Ing water and maolassos, five parls rondensing colls () (nto a vat (5)
ter, usually a slave: valued tor his This tugar was packed i hods | ! 1o one in g vat (1) with a measure emerging s 120 proof rum, it was

of skimmings, oranges, and herbs
to taste. After & waok the mix

aged and barreled lor export

r g ) - , §
CruCiad rum wWas amang te e

heads. huge batrels o1 1.600-pound  Molasses was a lucrative byproduct

capacity. They wero put on racks Most was usoed to make rum fol ’
and the molasses drained off. Alter export ta Lurope or North America ‘\
a law weaks, when the sugar was ,

skill ot the procesy, ditected work
Along nneg waill stood a tecgiving
vat and next to it a battery of suc
cossively smallet cauldrons, called
roppors, aver furnaces fueled by
hagasso, dried crushed cane stalks

On the apposite wall were shallow
cooling pans. Aftor skimming off
nnpurities and adding lime, work
et ladled the julce (rom coppet Lo
coppel, strring and skimning At
tha last and hottost copper, tha mp
Idly thickening juice was corefully
watdhed over. || the bolling mastet
rould produce o sugary thread be

R, L e e e e |

Draining malasses from hogsheads

of the Blacks

The towe marke!

Exports and Imports

81, Craix lived by trade, The wland
pxported five commodities—sutjat,
ram, maolassas, cotton, and hard
woods—and imparted {ay it does
toduay) nearly sverything It used ot
consumed. Migh of this cargo 1um
blad acroszs Christiansted whart in
ox caris driven by slaves and was
loaded on 0cedn-golng vessals,
When ylelds were good and prices
high, planters lived lavishly; spent
frealy I London, Copenhagen, of
Philadalphia on equipment, food,

Middle Passage was sheer hotrar
S0 many dead and dying were
tosed ayorbaard, snle ana zaps
tain, that “the sea lanes to 1he
Wit Inclies ware carpated with
the bones of black Africa.” At
Christianstod survivors wore
herded Into the compound of
the DWIEG Company and aue-
tioned ott to the plunters and
clty dwallorns

The Napaleonic Wars and 8ritlsh

From settiomeant in 1734 to the
abolition of Denmark’s shave trade
In 1803. tens of thousands of
Blatks—the axact number s not
known-—waere shipped 1 51, Croly
to work In (ts flalds. Their hard,
rmonotanows labor underiay 51
Croly's wealth. They worked fram
dawn untll dark, with twa hours
off for a meal, six days a week. At
crop time they worked around the
tlock, follawed by ¥ fow days of
fostivity, a yoarly high point for
slavas. Males and famales, with
childeen In tow, labored tageathe:
to plant, weed, ar cut I soason.
Men worked (0 the mill and bolling

house, tnded stock, carted sugar
to the dock, sarved in the housa
hold, constructed buildings, wnd
Decome artsans, Amenitias were
fow. They livad In masanry huts that
they bulit themselves, arranged In
rows for control They sewed that
clothing fram annual allptmonte
of fabrics. Food was scanty: ta corn
meal and alt Hsh they added pro-
duce from thair garden plots, Thay
sold surplus produce in the public
markel, Despite stavery, some Afri:
Can customs pergistead oy languadge.
roligion, and faads.

Cooking & maal

tractec by the islands' good har
har«~and also tearing engroach
ment by Germany--the United
States purchased the islands Itom
Donmark far $2% million in 1917
The sale morely made formal 4
long-standing econonic relgtion
ship betwenn the Uniteg] States
and tha Virgin Islands

S (3% -

: Snd 71
bccupatians (1801, 1807-15) ! ql T ; . —— g NG ) : 2 f y &R, = " o= T S R
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Untll Denmark ended its slave trade with Europe and the United e ) v . - y Y ~ ; - . ; - : -
in 1803, Christiansted wns an im States, As puace returned, the
portant potl In the Inlamoug Trian United States soon hacame the
aular Trade that took cheap gooda (stand’s chial trading partner
from Eurape to Africa, slaves to the I'he link even survived high 1ar- )
Caribbean, and sugar and molawes [ protecting the {ledgling US
10 New Englond or Eurape The Dt sugar industey. Long o1

and luxuries; and paid of f debt.
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