National Park Service

Channel Islands

Channel Islands National Park

Hiking Eastern Santa Cruz Island

Several trails and roads traverse eastern Santa Cruz Island, providing visitors with spectacular hiking opportunities. These trails and roads range
from the maintained, relatively flat, signed trails of Scorpion Valley to the unmaintained, rugged, mountainous paths of the Montafion area. Hikers
need to assume individual responsibility for planning their trips and hiking safely. To increase your odds of a safe hike, decrease your disturbance
to wildlife, and lessen damage to resources, visitors should be in good physical condition and must follow the regulations and guidelines in the
“Limiting Your Impact” section on the park website and those listed below:

«  Stay on trails and roads while hiking—avoid animal trails which are «  Beaware of poison oak, “jumping” cholla cactus, ticks, and scorpions.
narrow, uneven, unstable, and dangerous. Poison oak can be identified by its clusters of three shiny leaflets. Some

«  CIliff edges should be avoided at all times since they tend to be crumbly ticks carry disease; check your clothing and exposed skin after hiking.

and unstable. Stay well back. Rock throwing from cliffs is not permitted +  No hiking is allowed beyond the national park boundary onto The
as it can be dangerous for kayakers below. Nature Conservancy property. The boundary is marked by a fenceline

«  Hikers should avoid hiking alone—use the buddy system. This allows between Prisoners Harbor and Valley Anchorage.

someone to go for help if you encounter trouble. *  When departing from the islands, visitors are responsible for meeting
the boat concessioner on time. Be aware of departure time by looking

«  No pets. Pets are not allowed on the islands. Pets can carry diseases ) ) i
at your boarding pass or asking the ranger or concessioner employees.

that could harm the island fox or other animals that are unique to the
islands. Service animals require a permit from the park superintendent. ~«  Pack out what you pack in, including your trash. There are no trash

+  Carry plenty of water and drink it. One quart for short walks, more for cans on the island so please take your garbage with you.

longer hikes. * Do not directly or indirectly feed the wildlife. Secure your trash and
food at all times. Use the storage boxes provided at the picnic tables or
behind the kiosk in the orientation area. Failure to store your food and
trash properly or intentionally feeding wildlife will result in a citation.

« Inorder to help prevent wildfires, do not smoke on trails or in brush
areas. Smoking is allowed only on beaches.

Destination Distance Difficulty Description

(miles, round-trip

From Scorpion Beach:

a Historic Ranch .5 Easy View the historic Scorpion Ranch complex dating to the late 1800s. Exhibit areas include an orientation
kiosk, blacksmith shop, farm implements, and a visitor center located in the Scorpion ranch house.

@ Cavern Point Loop 2 Moderate Not to be missed. Magnificent coastal vistas and seasonal whale viewing. To avoid a steep climb, hike clock-
wise, beginning from campground (near site #22) and looping back to Scorpion Anchorage. From Cavern
Point, you may also follow the North Bluff Trail west for 2 miles out to Potato Harbor.

9 Potato Harbor 5 Moderate A longer hike than the Cavern Point hike, but also with spectacular coastal views. No beach access.
Scorpion Canyon 4.5 Moderate to A scenic loop hike to the interior with a chance to see the unique island scrub-jay. To avoid a steep climb,
Loop strenuous hike clockwise starting on the Smugglers Road towards the oil well and eventually down into Scorpion

Canyon and back out to the beach. Hike off trail into the right (or northwest) fork of Scorpion Canyon to
see the island scrub-jay, but be prepared for extremely rocky conditions.

9 Smugglers Cove 7.5 Strenuous Follow the Smugglers Road to the beach at Smugglers Cove. Carry water. No water available at Smugglers.
@ Montanon Ridge 10 Strenuous Great views, for experienced hikers only. Trail not maintained. Carry a topographic map. This loop can be
Loop accessed via Smugglers Road or via the North Bluff Trail near Potato Harbor.

From Smugglers Cove:

a Smugglers Canyon 2 Strenuous Off-trail hiking in a stream bed (seasonal water) with steep canyon walls. Uneven terrain and loose rock.

@ Yellowbanks 3 Strenuous This trail leads to an unmaintained route to the beach.

@ San Pedro Point 4 Strenuous This off-trail hike leads to an overlook. No beach access. For experienced off-trail hikers.

From Prisoners Harbor:

@ Prisoners Harbor .5 Easy Walk through the ranch area, wetland and up the Navy Road for a short distance to get a nice harbor view.
Del Norte 3 Moderate Hike 1 mile up the Navy Road to the Del Norte Trail junction and then follow the trail for .25 miles to an
Overlook overlook of the northeast coast.

@ Del Norte Camp 7 Strenuous Follow the rugged Del Norte trail east to the backcountry camp. Carry water. No water at this campground.
Del Norte / Navy 8.5 Strenuous This loop provides views to the south side of the island. Follow the Del Norte Trail to the Del Norte Road
Road Loop that leads south to the campground. Continue south on this road to the Navy Road and return to Prisoners.

m Chinese Harbor 15 Strenuous A long hike via the Del Norte trail and/or Navy Road that ends at a cobblestone beach.
@ China Pines 18 Strenuous Follow the Del Norte trail and/or Navy Road to an unmaintained trail to see the Santa Cruz Island pine.

@ Pelican Bay 4 Moderate to This trail may only be traveled by Island Packers (boat concessioner) passengers that are accompanied by

strenuous Island Packers staff. Access to The Nature Conservancy coastal property, including this trail, is permitted to

private boaters who have a valid landing permit.




‘uonebineu Joy dew diydesbodoy e asn Ajuo sduaiayal 4o aie sdew asayl :NOILYDIAVN HO4 LON JHVY SAVIN

o
"pue|s! 8y} Jnoybnoy} ’
punoj sesJe pJigeas pue padiuuid °
aAljIsuas Buigqin)sip ploAe ases|d, : ’
[ J

JuIod .
w 0 auo}Spues d S d N

SYUBQMO|SA

~
\ -
-~ - o

T IR

N o\? |2 Q
90D (G ) :

sl9|bbnws o=

el LY

Jloguey sJauosid

\
@ -
\

jed @

0Jpad
ueg

J

Iw g 0 E
feg
c_m_wmn_

abeloyouyy uoidioos s

400y
uoldioog

abeloyouy uol

*spaiqess Bunsau Joejoud o) Buipue| o) pesoj)
9iNS0]) duI|310YS }SIMYJION

H.C _On_ ul ®>®O jlejo@ uofuey uoidiods ~

(sfejusy [exous %) pesyjiel]

sinoj YeAey cﬁmmo

(uonew.ojul BJ0W Joj BINYD0IQ SPUEYS] [auLeyD oA Buijds)old s Alenjoues suliew [euoieu ay) o} Jajey)

*BulysI) |BUONESII8I O [BIOISLILIOD ON CO_QLO

‘spJigeas bupsau jo8j0.d 0} Buipue| 0} paso|)
9iINS0|9) 3UI|210YS }SOMYJION

[lejo@ uoAuen uoidioos




	Channel Islands
	NPS information
	Hiking Eastern Santa Cruz Island
	Guidelines
	Maps



Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		sci hiking 2022-ADA.pdf






		Report created by: 

		Nikki O'Connor


		Organization: 

		





 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.



		Needs manual check: 2


		Passed manually: 0


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 1


		Passed: 29


		Failed: 0





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top
