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“From Backcountry to Breadbasket to Battlefield and Beyond”
Ranger Program Schedule
August 9 - 28, 2011
	Date
	Cedar Creek & Belle Grove 

in a Box
	Peopling of the Shenandoah Valley
	Battle of 
Cedar Creek Tour
	War Comes to the Shenandoah Valley
	Special Programs

	Tues Aug 9
	11:30

3:30

Belle Grove


	
	
	1:00 
Hupp’s Hill
	

	Wed Aug 10
	11:30

3:30

Belle Grove


	1:30
Belle Grove
	
	
	

	Thur Aug 11
	11:30

3:30

Belle Grove
	
	
	
	

	Fri Aug 12
	11:30

3:30

Belle Grove


	
	
	
	History at Sunset, 7:00 p.m.
The Valley Pike

Meet at Belle Grove
(see listing on back for details)

	Sat Aug 13
	11:30

3:30

Belle Grove
	
	
	
	Special Civil War Entrenchment Tour

10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Meet at Cedar Creek Foundation HQ

	Sun Aug 14
	
	(No
	Programs
	Scheduled)
	

	Mon Aug 15
	
	(No
	Programs
	Scheduled)
	

	Tues Aug 16
	11:30

Belle Grove
	
	
	2:00

Hupp’s Hill
	

	Wed Aug 17
	11:30

3:30

Belle Grove
	
	
	
	

	Thur Aug 18
	
	(No
	Programs
	Scheduled)
	

	Fri Aug 19
	11:30

Belle Grove
	
	1:00

CCBF
	
	

	Sat Aug 20
	
	
	
	
	Middletown Civil War Walking Tour

11:00 a.m.

Meet at 2325 First St., Middletown, VA

	Sun Aug 21
	
	(No
	Programs
	Scheduled)
	

	Mon Aug 22
	
	(No
	Programs
	Scheduled)
	

	Tues Aug 23
	1:30

Belle Grove
	
	
	
	

	Wed Aug 24
	
	(No
	Programs
	Scheduled)
	

	Thur Aug 25
	1:30

Belle Grove
	
	
	
	

	Fri Aug 26
	11:30

Belle Grove
	
	
	2:00

Hupp’s Hill
	

	Sat Aug 27
	11:30

Belle Grove
	
	1:00

CCBF
	
	

	Sun Aug 28
	2:30

Belle Grove
	
	
	
	



RANGER PROGRAMS
These FREE programs examine the history and settlement of the Shenandoah Valley, the Battle of Cedar Creek, its aftermath and the impact of the Civil War on both the local communities and the nation as a whole.    Programs include:
* Cedar Creek and Belle Grove in a Box – A Park Overview Program  A 30 minute program on the history and settlement of the Valley, the Battle of Cedar Creek and the impact of the Civil War.  This interactive program uses the surrounding landscape features and various props (taken from a box) to “create” the park and tell its many stories by literally placing visitors “in the middle of the park.”  Great for kids and adults alike!   Meet near the picnic area on Belle Grove’s front lawn. Daily at 11:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. (Sundays, 3:30 p.m. only). 
* Battle of Cedar Creek Tour A two-hour guided tour, using a car-caravan system (visitors follow the ranger’s vehicle), which covers the Battle of Cedar Creek in a chronological fashion.  It includes approximately 5 or 6 stops at the key landmarks associated with the battle. Meet at the Cedar Creek Battlefield Foundation Headquarters.  
* “From Back Country to Breadbasket” The Peopling of the Shenandoah Valley This 30 minute program covers the history of the Valley from its creation, through the eve of the Civil War.  The natural forces that formed the Valley, early Native American tribes, the first Euro-American settlers, the importance of the Warrior Path/Great Wagon Road/Valley Pike and the growth of agricultural, especially wheat production, are some of the many subjects touched upon.  Meet near the picnic area on Belle Grove’s front lawn. 
 * “To Battlefield and Beyond” War Comes to the Shenandoah Valley The Civil War had drastic physical, economical and emotional impacts upon the Valley and its residents.  This 45 minute program examines the many military campaigns that occurred here and their effect upon the local communities.  Learn about the changing nature of the war (limited war vs. total war), “The Burning” in 1864, the increasing violence of guerilla war, post-war recovery and reconciliation efforts.   Meet at the Hupp’s Hill Civil War Park.
ATTRACTIONS 
*  Belle Grove Plantation Manor House  (Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Sun. 1:00 p.m. -5:00 p.m.)  This antebellum plantation manor house was built by Isaac Hite Jr. (brother-in-law of President James Madison).  Visitors can tour the restored 1797 Manor House on a guided tour (fee) and explore the plantation grounds, and visit the museum gift shop (free).   (336 Belle Grove Road, Middletown, VA)  For more information call: (540) 869-2028 or visit their website at: www.bellegrove.org.  House tours: $10 Adults, $8 for seniors, AAA, $5 National Trust Members, $6 Children aged 6-12 (Ages 5 & under free).  
*  Cedar Creek Battlefield Foundation Headquarters (Hours: Fri/Sat/Mon, 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Sun., 1:00- 4:00 p.m., Call before visit) This orientation center and bookstore is operated by the Cedar Creek Battlefield Foundation, which also preserves over 300 acres of core battlefield land.  The center offers a free 45-minute orientation video on the battle, along with interpretive exhibits on the 1864 Shenandoah Valley Campaign (free). (8437 Valley Pike, Middletown, VA)  For more information call: (540) 869-2064 or visit their website at: www.cedarcreekbattlefield.org
* Hupp’s Hill Civil War Park (Hours: Mon/Tues/Fri/Sat.10:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m., Sun. 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.  Closed Wed/Thur.) This new museum and bookstore, operated by the Cedar Creek Battlefield Foundation and the Town of Strasburg, offers interpretive exhibits, artifacts and films on the 1864 Shenandoah Valley Campaign.  Grounds include Civil War entrenchments and walking trail.  Location: 33229 Old Valley Pike, Strasburg, VA.  Contact: (540) 465-5884, www.cedarcreekbattlefield.org  Fees: $5.00 (under 10 are free).
SPECIAL EVENTS
* History at Sunset, August 12 (7:00 p.m.) 
The Valley Pike: Thoroughfare to Frontier, Prosperity and War

One of the most critical features in the settlement and economic growth of the Shenandoah Valley was the existence and improvement of the principal road that ran along its length.  Known successively as the Great Warrior Path, the Great Wagon Road, and the Valley Pike, this thoroughfare played a critical role throughout the entire history of the Valley, and of numerous campaigns during the four years of the Civil War.  Join Park Ranger Shannon Moeck as she explains the evolution of this road and its impact on history.  Meet at the main parking lot at Belle Grove (336 Belle Grove Road, Middletown, VA).   This program will visit several locations around the park, and thus will involve a car caravan system (visitors follow the ranger’s vehicle).     
* Special Civil War Entrenchments Tour, August 13 (10:30 a.m.)  Explore some of the most pristine Civil War entrenchments that survive in the Shenandoah Valley.  Preserved by the Cedar Creek Battlefield Foundation, join a Park Ranger or Foundation staff for a special walking tour and learn not only how these works were constructed but also what role they played in the battle.  Meet at the parking lot of the Cedar Creek Battlefield Foundation (8437 Valley Pike, Middletown, VA).  Visitors will then car-pool to another site closer to the entrenchments.  A mile long walk over moderate terrain is required.  Good walking shoes and water are recommended.
* Middletown Civil War Walking Tours Learn about the citizens of Middletown who lived through those difficult times and how the war impacted their lives.  Meet the ranger for a 90 minute walking tour at the Farmer’s Market, 2325 First Street, Middletown.  Offered at 11:00 a.m. on the 3rd Saturday of each month, June-October.  
This Schedule is subject to Change.  Please call or visit our website prior to your visit. 
· For more information on the park and its programs call : (540) 869-3051 or see our website: www.nps.gov/cebe
Due to severe staffing limitation, this schedule is subject to change.  Check the website (� HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/cebe" �www.nps.gov/cebe�) or call (540) 869-3051 for a current schedule before your visit.








