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“From Backcountry to Breadbasket to Battlefield and Beyond”
Ranger Program Schedule  
April 30- May 15, 2011
	Date
	Cedar Creek & Belle Grove 

in a Box
	Peopling of the Shenandoah Valley
	Battle of Cedar Creek Tour
	Special Programs

	Sat April 30
	
	
	
	Belle Grove Sheepdog Trials—Regional East Coast Trails.  April 30-May 1  Tickets required (for details see: www.bellegrove.org) 

	Sun May 1
	1:30 p.m.

Belle Grove
	2:30 p.m.

Belle Grove
	
	Belle Grove Sheepdog Trials Regional East Coast Trails.  April 30-May 1  Tickets required (for details see: www.bellegrove.org)

	May 2-6
	            
	(NO
	PROGRAMS
	SCHEDULED)

	Sat May 7
	2:30 p.m.

Hupp’s Hill*
	
	10:30 a.m.

Cedar Creek BF
	Grand Opening of Hupp’s Hill Civil War Park – 

New Museum on the 1864 Valley Campaign.  Living history event – Artillery Demonstrations (Free admission for the day).  (33229 Old Valley Pike, Strasburg) Operated by the Cedar Creek Battlefield Foundation.  (for details see: www.cedarcreekbattlefield.org)

--------------------------------------------------
Belle Grove’s Annual Ale & Beer Tasting Festival –11 a.m.-6 p.m.  Sampling of a variety of beers, shopping and good music as well.  Tickets required.   (for details see: www.bellegrove.org)

	Sun May 8
	1:30 p.m.

Belle Grove
	
	.
	

	May 9-13
	
	(NO
	PROGRAMS
	SCHEDULED)

	Sat May 14
	1:30 p.m.

Belle Grove
	
	10:30 a.m.

Cedar Creek BF
	

	Sun May 15
	1:30 p.m.
Belle Grove
	2:30 p.m.

Belle Grove
	
	


* - Please note this is not the normal location for this program. 
Programs will be offered on most weekends throughout May, staff permitting.  Daily programming begins on June 11. 

RANGER PROGRAMS
These FREE programs examine the history and settlement of the Shenandoah Valley, the Battle of Cedar Creek, its aftermath and the impact of the Civil War on both the local communities and the nation as a whole.    Programs include:
* Cedar Creek and Belle Grove in a Box – A Park Overview Program  A 30 minute orientation program on the history and settlement of the Shenandoah Valley, the Battle of Cedar Creek and the impact of the Civil War on the local community.  This interactive program uses the surrounding landscape features and various props (taken from a box) to “create” the park and tell its many stories by literally placing visitors “in the middle of the park.”  Great for kids and adults alike!   Meet near the picnic area on Belle Grove’s front lawn.  
* Battle of Cedar Creek Tour A two-hour guided tour, using a car-caravan system (visitors follow the ranger’s vehicle), which covers the Battle of Cedar Creek in a chronological fashion.  This 13 mile tour follows the major events of the fighting, from south to north.  It includes approximately 5 or 6 stops at the key landmarks associated with the battle. Meet at the Cedar Creek Battlefield Foundation Headquarters.  
* “From Back Country to Breadbasket” The Peopling of the Shenandoah Valley A 30 minute overview program covers the history of the Shenandoah Valley from its creation, through the eve of the Civil War.  The natural forces that formed the Valley, early Native American tribes, the first Euro-American settlers, the importance of the Warrior Path/Great Wagon Road/Valley Pike and the growth of agricultural, especially wheat production, in the Valley are some of the many subjects touched upon in this presentation.  Meet near the picnic area on Belle Grove’s front lawn.     
ATTRACTIONS 

*  Belle Grove Plantation Manor House  (Hours: Monday-Saturday 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Sunday 1:00 p.m. -5:00p.m.)  This antebellum plantation manor house, built by Isaac Hite Jr. (brother-in-law of President James Madison) is owned by the National Trust for Historic Preservation and is managed by Belle Grove Inc.  Visitors can tour the restored 1797 Manor House on a guided tour (fee) and explore the plantation grounds, 1815 icehouse and smokehouse, demonstration garden designed by the Garden Club of Virginia, slave cemetery, a heritage apple orchard and museum gift shop (free).   (336 Belle Grove Road, Middletown, VA)  For more information call: (540) 869-2028 or visit their website at: www.bellegrove.org

House tours: $10 Adults, $8 for seniors, AAA, $5 National Trust Members, $6 Children aged 6-12 (Children 5 and under free).  

*  Cedar Creek Battlefield Foundation Headquarters (Hours: Friday-Monday, 10 :00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. Call before visit) This orientation center and bookstore is operated by the Cedar Creek Battlefield Foundation, which also preserves over 300 acres of core battlefield land.  The center also offers a free 45-minute orientation video on the Battle of Cedar Creek, along with interpretive exhibits and displays on the 1864 Shenandoah Valley Campaign and the battle (free). (8437 Valley Pike, Middletown, VA)  For more information call: (540) 869-2064 or visit their website at: www.cedarcreekbattlefield.org
* Hupp’s Hill Civil War Park (Hours: Opening May 7. 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday-Tuesday, Friday-Saturday, 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. Sunday.  Closed Wednesdays) This new museum and bookstore, operated by the Cedar Creek Battlefield Foundation  offers interpretive exhibits, displays, artifacts and films on the 1864 Shenandoah Valley Campaign.  Location: 33229 Old Valley Pike, Strasburg, VA.  Contact: (540) 465-5884, www.cedarcreekbattlefield.org  Fees: $5.00 (under 10 are free).
SPECIAL EVENTS

* Belle Grove Sheepdog Trials April 30-May 1 They’re back! Join handlers and their dogs from all over the East coast as they compete at the 1st Annual Regional Belle Grove Sheepdog Trial. Hosted in the back meadow at Belle Grove Plantation.  Tickets required.  All benefits help support Belle Grove Plantation preserve Belle Grove and Bowman's Fort. (for further details see: www.bellegrove.org) 

  *  Hupp’s Hill Civil War Park (Hours: Opening May 7. 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday-Tuesday, Friday-Saturday, 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. Sunday.  Closed Wednesdays) This new museum and bookstore, operated by the Cedar Creek Battlefield Foundation  offers interpretive exhibits, displays, artifacts and films on the 1864 Shenandoah Valley Campaign.  Grounds include Civil War entrenchments and walking trail.  Location: 33229 Old Valley Pike, Strasburg, VA.  Contact: (540) 465-5884, www.cedarcreekbattlefield.org  Fees: $5.00 (under 10 are free).
* Belle Grove’s Annual Ale & History Beer Tasting Festival May 7 (11 a.m.-6 p.m.) Celebrate Belle Grove’s German and English heritage by sampling a great array of beers from the New and Old World. Delicious food by local restaurants, unique shopping experiences and good music are available on the grounds! The historic Manor House and landscape are open for touring throughout the festival and the Potomac Rugby Union hosts a multi-club tournament on the front meadow. Come early and enjoy!  Tickets required.  For details see:  www.bellegrove.org 
Due to severe staffing limitations, this schedule is subject to change.  Check the website (� HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/" �www.nps.gov/�cebe) or call (540) 869-3051 for a current schedule before your visit.








